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THE GONG OF TIME 


Time says hush. 
By the gong of time you live. 
Listen and you hear time saying you were silent 
Long before you came to life and you will - 
again be silent long after you leave it; 
why not be a little silent now? 


Hush yourself, noisy little man. 


Time hushes all. 
The gong of time rang for you to come out of a 
hush and you were born. 
The gong of time will ring for you to go back to 
the same hush you came from. 
Winners and losers, the weak and the strong, those 
who say little and try to say it well, and 
those who babble and prattle their lives away. 


Time hushes all. 


By Carl Sandburg, 1963 


LETTER FROM THE EDITORS 


McSherrystown, Adams County, Pennsylvania, was 
built upon land where the Indians fished and hunted 
game. Today, 1963, we salute with pride, its growth 
to eventuate this Bicentennial. 


We have a proud heritage and a great future. 
The citizens of McSherrystown have great determinat- 
ion to keep their community prosperous and progres- 
sive. Our outlying neighbors have made great strides 
in agriculture, and modernization. Our local develop- 
ment results from the labors, imagination and skills 
of our people. 


It is this committee’s express wish that all who read 
this book will reap much pleasure from it, even 
though we were handicapped for time, means, avail- 
ability of material and our unprofessional talents. 


This souvenir history is not represented as being 
all-inclusive. Such a task must be left to the authors 
and publishers of books, who would be better able 
to record events, enterprises and individuals. 


Grateful acknowledgement is made to ALL who 
assisted us in any way with articles, pictures, books, 
maps, antiques and countless hours of time, cheerfully 
given. 


The generous support of firms and_ individuals 
whose advertisements appear in this commemorative 
book, made the undertaking possible by their finan- 
cial aid, and to them all, our sincere thanks. 


If Patrick McSherry could but see how his “Lotts” 
took shape! 


Earl J. Topper, Sr. 
Editor 


Ruth Wallace Topper 
Co-Editor 
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Mr. Earl J. Topper, Sr. 
Chairman of Spectacle Division 
McSherrystown 200 

338 Main Street 


McSherrystown, Pennsylvania 





Dear Mr. Topper: 










It was very kind of you to invite me to 
participate in the commemoration of the Bi-Centennial 
of McSherrystown between August 4th and 11th. 











Unfortunately, my schedule commitments for 
that period of time are already extremely heavy and 
therefore, I cannot at this time say definitely that I 
will be able to attend. 






You can be sure that if it is at all 
possible, I would consider it a great honor to visit 
with you during the celebration. 


Thanking you for the invitation, I am 






Sincerely yours, 


(Sa Dera 


WILLIAM W, SCRANTON 





THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Embassy, 
The Hague, Netherlands, 
May 25 9163). 









Dear lir, Sneeringer: 





_, Mrs. Rice and I appreciate your cordial 
invitation to attend the ceremony on August 10, 
in connection with the 200th anniversary of 

the founding of McSherrystown. I regret 

that we will be unable to be present, as we 
will be in Holland at that time. 







I hope that you have a very successful 
celebration. During the two hundred years 
since its founding, McSherrystown has made 
a valuable contribution to the community and 
to Adams County. 








With best personal regards, I am, 






Sincerely, 






f/ee 










ohn S. Rice 
Ambassador 























Borough of McSherrystown. 


338 Main Street 


McSherrystown, Pennsylvania 


June 1, 1963 


My fellow citizens, 


A community that takes time out from the work-a-day 


world to commemorate the founding of a new concept of life 


is worthy of special recognition. 


The McSherrystown community, after 200 years of growth 


and development beginning in 1763, is indeed filied with 


memories and history rich in folklcre and philosophy, This 


contributed much to the development of a deep moral and 













fying. 


Spiritual heritage which made our nation so rich and satis- 


This required strong minded people with courage, de- 
voted to a cause and with a faith dedicated to freedom... 
Multiply this in many places and you see America. 

A society strengthens itself when it remembers and 
looks back over its history and humble beginning - then 
turns about and looks to a future with renewed vigor and 
greater things to accomplish. 

May God bless our community with many more years of 


growth and fellowship. 


Sincerely, 





INDIANS OF CONEWAGO 





Many, many centuries before the coming of the 
white settlers—even before the arrival of the Indians, 
—Nature was setting the stage for the great “Area” 
pageant. Mighty rushing torrents of water tore over 
a formless land, gouging and ripping at raw mud 
and gravel in an irresistable desire to reach the sea. 
The last of the great glacier ice-sheets, reluctantly re- 
ceding northward, was preparing the land for habita- 
tion. Valleys were eroded into being, and streams and 
lakes were formed where no streams or lakes had 
been before. When this moment of geological history 
was completed, the valley now called Conewago was 
formed. 


Except where bridle roads were cut or foot paths 
cleared, the forest, to a great extent consisted of trees, 
branches and choked-out underbrush that made travel- 
ing even by foot nigh impossible. 

The impenetrable forest that all but hid our little 
creeks from view hindered the progress of no one, 
for centuries more. No trail followed her course. No 
moccasined foot padded silently through the willows, 
oaks, maples that fringed her shore. The Indians had 
not yet reached the eastern part of the continent. 
Many more years were yet to pass before the coming 
of the Indian. 

While our creeks continued their ceaseless journey 
to the great Gulf, from across Bering Strait and down 
through Alaska into what we now call the United 
States came the prehistoric forerunners of the Ameri- 
can Indian. 


Geographers and historians surmise that the Bering 
Strait and the Aleutians were then one solid strip of 
land, and that the strait between Asia and Alaska 
was not the 56 miles that it is today. 

The Rocky Mountains divided the probable routes 
of the Indians as they slowly migrated south along 
the east and west slopes of the range. Pacific Coast 
tribes reached what is now Mexico, while the Indians 
of the Plains moved eastward until they had settled 
along the Atlantic Coast. 

By the time one Christopher Columbus mistakenly 
believed that he had reached the fabled land of 
spices and gold, there were already more than 2,000 
tribes constituting over a million Indians. Because of 
social and economic necessity, an Indian community 
rarely consisted of more than 150 people. When a 
tribe reached a number beyond that limit, its govern- 


ment became too complicated to work efficiently or 
the food supply proved inadequate. It was then neces- 
sary for the group to split and part of it to start on 
its own. And so it was that the Indian set foot in 
Conewago Valley. 


By far the largest and most important grouping of 
Indian tribes in the early days to the U. S. A. were 
those of the Northeastern Woodlands, the Forest 
dwellers. They occupied tremendous territory. The 
Northeastern Indians were known as the Algonquian, 
who occupied Canada and part of the present Middle 
Atlantic States into Virginia and Tennessee. The Iro- 
quois controlled what is now New York while other 
divisions roamed the Great Lakes area and most of 
Pennsylvania. 


Many historical novelists and early writers have 
overlooked the cultural and social development of 
the Woodland Indian, which was very high and in 
many respects overshadowed the attainments of the 
early settlers from Europe. They emphasized the fierce 
war-like nature of the Indian and the attrocities com- 
mitted against the spreading whites in the form of 
pre-dawn raids that left horribly mutilated bodies of 
men, women, and children; forgetting the persecution 
and war that existed for centuries on the Continent of 
Europe which caused many of our forefathers to 
seek safety in our country among the Indians. 


True, some settlers in many parts of Northeastern 
United States underwent terrible ordeals of torture 
and death in the most shocking manner. The first 
pioneers in what is now Conewago Township and 
McSherrystown found the remaining Indians well sub- 
dued and living in peace with their white neighbors. 
In fact, the Indians left in the community had de- 
generated from a fiercely proud, well governed, war- 
like people to several scattered groups struggling for 
existence in a country that had suddenly become the 
white man’s, where poverty and squalor were now 
the lot of the “first American.” We only have to travel 
a few miles to visit the only known Indian living in 
this section of Adams County, Lone Star Syphax, 83 
years, a full blooded Cherokee. 

THE LAST OF THE INDIANS—One of the most dan- 
gerous and exciting times in the history of the country 
was that of the warfare between the white settlers 
and the Indians. The men and women of the period 
were born and bred to hardships and dangers, they 
were brave and fearless, a race of warriors; to the 
sacrifice of their lives we owe many of the blessings 


of happy homes and prosperity we now enjoy. Justice 


to the Indian has never been a virtue with Americans. 
They did not keep faith with the primitive inhabitants. 
They showed no better example than did the wild 
Indian himself. The law of self-protection became a 
rule of extermination. Driven to the wilds of the 
Rocky Mountains and to the banks of the Pacific, the 
Indian race as it was then, is forever gone. The Indian 


will only live in the history of, the discovery and 
settlement of America. 


The Indians who gave our neighbors (Conewago) 
its name were refugees, from the older St. Lawrence 
country, of a tribe at war with and conquered by the 
Five Nations; not native dwellers of this section, but 
hiders from Iroquois vengeance. They were friendly 


Indians. The warrior element kept more to the river 
and mountain country, occasionally small parties of 
returning braves were seen passing up the valley 
with scalps strung on a hoop. One group stopped at 
the Shriver settlement, one of the earliest Conewago 
neighbors. 


Neither history nor tradition records any danger or 
depredations from the local Indians, this valley being 
a refuge of safety for the border settlers along the 
mountains, and no forts or blockhouses were ever 
needed here. At one time the Forney Settlers suffered 
some abuse, but no harm, from drunken Indians. 


Tradition and romance trace the name to the Indian 
Chief Caughnaughwaughga, but if there was such a 
chief it is more likely that he was slain or captured 
than having fled with the scattered remnants of a 
defeated tribe into the southern country, whose in- 
habitants harbored many a feud of murder and cap- 
tivity against the war-like northern forces whose 
scouts ran continually along river and mountain fast- 
ness. The local Indians brought the name with them 
from their St. Lawrence home and it meant there, 
what it means here,—"the place of the rapids,” where 
the smaller stream entered into the larger, where the 
Caughnaughwaughga entered into the St. Lawrence, 
where our “Conewago empties into the Susquehanna, 
and the Little Conewago emptying into the Big Cone- 
wago at East Berlin. 


In 1720 the Caughnawagas, a branch of the Algon- 
quin race, rambled south from the Great Lakes; settled 
for a time in this vicinity. The Indians of this valley 
were. ever peaceful. No deeds of violence were 
ever charged against them there. They were remnants 
of tribes conquered by the Five Nations, and roamed 
the broad level valley where lands of Lord Baltimore 
and William Penn caused disputed claims. 


“THE INDIANS IN PENNSYLVANIA:” By Paul A. W. 
Wallace, states: until 1675 the Susquehannock Indians 
dominated the McSherrystown-Conewago area, and 
after that date, the Iroquois (or Six Nation Indians). 
The famous Monocacy Indian Path crossing from the 
York, Pennsylvania area into the Monocacy Creek area 
in Maryland, passed a mile or two southeast of 
McSherrystown. 


The Iroquois were the “Romans of the Western 
World,” carrying on wars of subjugation north and 
south, east and west, for centuries, the Federation of 
the Five Nations was formed in 1539; the Mohawks, 
Oneidas, Cayugas, Senecas, Onondagas, powerful al- 
ready in 1609, and with the Tuscaroras added in 1714, 
then called the Six Nations. Caughnawago was an 
Iriquois mission, where Father Jogues was killed by 
the Indians Oct. 18, 1646, now Sault St. Louis on the 
Cauhnawaga Creek near Montreal. The church is new 
but the “Presbytere” is an old French mission structure. 
Father Lafitan was a Jesuit missionary there, who 
first discovered the commercial value of ginseng, a 
medicinal root, and wrote, “The Conquests of the 
Portugese in the East Indies”. The Caughnawagas were 
early Jesuit converts on the banks of the Mohawk, 
subjugated by the Iroquois three ceniuries ago, (they 
were not a strong, nor a war-like race) when a small 
band of them found a safe retreat on the banks of the 
Little and Big Conewago Creeks to which they gave 
their name. The Indian War Paths south followed the 
Blue Ridge and North Mountains, and no settlers were 


molested in the Conewago Valley, nor were there any 
Indian battle-fields or burying grounds here, from 
which we infer that the Caughnawagoas were peace- 
ful Christian converts of the Jesuits. 


The first white men to pass through here, if some 
Jesuits did not find their way to their Maryland breth- 
ren through the Caughnawagas, were the Quaker 
emigrants to the Fairfax settlement in Virginia 1722, 
and the squatters in the gap of the Shenandoah and 
Potomac Rivers who followed the Indian Chief Tom in 
1718, the year William Penn died. Tom was evidently 
a Caughnawaga half-breed trail-finder. Indian Run in 
Pa. and Tom’s Creek in Maryland were named after 
him. He did not find his way home to “his fathers” to 
die, for his bones rest at Conewago; where the last 
Indian half-breed was buried in Father Debarth’s 
time. 


JESUITS 


Montreal, the town of Mary, founded in 1640, was 
the starting point of the Jesuit missionaries. From 1634 
to 1649, sixty missionaries visited the wilderness of 
the Hurons, carrying the glad tidings of the Gospel 
to the surrounding tribes. Father Allouez, in 1665, on 
a voyage of discovery, heard for the first time from 
the Indians of the great river, “Misipi.” The first colony 
of French settlers in the Mississippi Valley was estab- 
lished by the Jesuit missionaries. In 1637, Marquette 
explored the Mississippi. 


They were the first to push the forest brambles by; 
they were the first to cross the thresholds of the 
wigwams of every native tribe; they first planted 
the Cross in the wilderness, and shed their blood at 
its base. 


The priests who came with Columbus on his second 
voyage, consecrated a chapel in Isabella, in Hayti, 
on the feast of Epiphany, 1494. The early Dominican 
and Jesuit missionaries in Florida were murdered by 
the Indians, one after another. One grand deed of 
theirs was the liberation of all the natives of Florida, 
held as slaves in the islands. 
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In 1570, a band of Jesuit missionaries from Florida, 
with a converted Indian for a guide, found themselves 
on the lonely banks of the Chesapeake. They hurried 
into the unexplored forest, eager to bring to the In- 
dian the light of Christianity. Deserted by their guide, 
they perished by his ungrateful hand, at the foot of 
a rude altar on which the Holy Sacrifice was being 
offered. We may well be proud of American history. 
It is ours purchased by our blood; ours in peace and in 
war, in science, in progress, in its laws and govern- 
ment — ours in the peaceful possession of life, happi- 
ness and prosperity. It is the common country of a 
free and independent people. 


PENN AND CALVERT 


The history of Europe for two hundred years before 
the colonization of America, is one of warfare and 
persecution. The terrible tragedies that were enacted 
in the name of religion and patriotism, are recalled 
with horror in this more peaceful age and country. 
Humanity is the strangest study of creation. To these 
add human prejudice, through which a ruling point 
is transmitted from father to son, carried from one 
country to another, and kept alive from century to cen- 
tury. The greatest blemishes on the history of America 
can be traced to their source, thousands of miles away 
and hundreds of years ago. The purely American 
record is fair in comparision with the fruits of an in- 
herited prejudice, felt to this day in many ways, and 
seen in many things. 


The revolutions in Europe drove the colonists to 
this country and they settled America. Freedom of 
thought and freedom of action were denied them in 
the land of their fathers, and they looked to the New 
World for happier and more peaceful homes. Persecu- 
tion followed them, led by many an evil genius of 
mother-land intolerance. Every change of tyrant-ruler 
in Europe was severely felt in the colonies, until the 
glorious patriots with their taste of freedom could 
stand no more, and Independence was proclaimed in 
the land of the free and the home of the brave. 


The first Pennsylvania settlement was made by the 
Dutch, in 1609. The Swedes and Finns settled along 
the Delaware in 1627, Penn’s Charter was dated West- 
minster, March 4, 1681. In December of that year, 
the first vessel arrived at Chester. Philadelphia was 
founded in 1682. Penn followed an honest and peace- 
ful policy in all his dealings with his people. Like 
Washington, Penn had a kindly feeling for Christians, 
especially after passing through many trials himself. 
The laws of the mother-country and many of our own 
early enactments, must be taken into consideration 
when passing judgment upon the course of Penn. 
The influence of prejudice established by English law 
was great, and in the end overcame Penn himself. 


William Penn was born in London, October 16, 1644. 
He was expelled from Christ Church, Oxford, and dis- 
owned by his father, for being a Quaker. He was 
twice imprisoned for preaching in public. His posses- 
sions in the New World were taken from him, on 
suspicions of his being in league with King James in 
exile. These suspicions were declared unfounded in 
1694, and he became a friend of King William. 
Burdened with debts, he closed his life in gloom and 


obscurity, 1718. The last claims of the Penns were 
purchased by the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in 1779, 
for one hundred and thirty thousand pounds. 


Sir George Calvert, First Baron of Baltimore, was 
born in Yorkshire, England, 1582 and died April 15, 
1632. He was a man of wealth and position, and was 
in attendance at the French Court of King Henri IV, 
of Navarre, whose daughter, Henrietta Maria, wife 
of Charles |, gave to Maryland her name. 


“In an age when religious controversy still con- 
tinued to be active, and when the increasing divisions 
among Christians were spreading a general alarm, 
his mind sought relief from controversy in the bosom 
of the Roman Catholic Church.” He resigned his polliti- 
cal honors, retired to Ireland, and after visiting his 
settlement in New Foundland, he took up a grant of 
land in 1629, lying to the south of James River in 
Virginia. This grant land he surrendered for a large 
and beautiful territory lying to the north of the 
Potomac. His charter was from Charles |, and de- 
scended to his son, Cecil, who was succeeded in 1675 
by Charles Calvert. The Calverts were deprived of 
their rights for a time, but were restored under Queen 
Anne as proprietors of Maryland and held their pos- 
sessions up to the American Revolution. 


Leonard Calvert, brother of Cecil, and about two 
hundred people, set sail in the “Ark and Dove” from 
Cowes, in the Isle of Wright, on St. Cecilia’s day, 
November 22, 1633. They placed themselves and their 
ships under the protection of God, and invoked the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin and St. Ignatius. 
They sailed safely up St. Mary’s River, and on the 
twenty-seventh of March, 1634, took quiet possession 
of the Indian town of Yoacomoco; ‘and religious 
liberty obtained a home, its only home in the wide 
world, at the humble village which bore the name of 
St. Mary’s. The Roman Catholics, who were oppressed 
by the laws of England, were sure to find a peaceful 
asylum in the quiet harbors of the Chesapeake; and 
there, too, Protestants were sheltered against Protes- 
tant intolerance.” Bancroft. 


BOUNDARY DISPUTES 

Chester County to which the land originally be- 
longed under the claims of Penn, was not formed until 
Baltimore County. Carroll County, now part of the 
border-line between the two states, was formed from 
parts of Baltimore and Frederick Counties, 1836. Trac- 
ing the land on the Pennsylvania side, we find it was 
included in Chester County from 1682 to May 15, 
1729, when Lancaster County was formed; in Lan- 
caster until August 9, 1749, the date of the formation 
of York County; and in York until January 22, 1800, 
the present Adams County, was cut off from York. 


Conewago Township wos formed May 25, 1800, out 
of parts of Heidelberg and Manheim Townships, York 
County. Baltimore was laid out in 1720, on lands of 
Charles Carroll. Frederick was laid out in 1745; George- 
town in 1751; Hagerstown 1762; York in 1745; Han- 
over in 1763; Gettysburg in 1780; Littlestown in 1765; 
Abbottstown in 1753; New Oxford in 1762; McSherrys- 
town in 1765. McSherrystown was founded in 1763. 


As soon as Penn’s grant was announced, a difficulty 
arose between himself and Lord Baltimore about the 
dividing line. They met together several times, but 


never came to any satisfactory understanding. First 
they agreed to adopt the border fixed by the decree of 
1685, but royal decrees did not satisfy the increasing 
dissensions among the settlers. Quarrels arose, in 
which the laws of both Proprietaries were invoked, 
or taken advantage of and misconstrued. Many acts 
of violence were committed, and great evil and law- 
lessness existed. The courts of justice were far away, 
and there being no real or recognized authority, de- 
signing men used this state of affairs to their ad- 
vantage. 


The section of country became a refuge for evil- 
doers, as the laws of either Province could be resisted 
and protection claimed under the other. A Temporary 
Line was run by commissioners from both Provinces, 
but the difficulties continued. In 1757, the Grand Jury 
of the County made all conform to the royal order, 
that titles were good no matter on which side of the 
Temporary Line located, and designated as far as 
possible to which Province in which they belonged. 
The final settlement of the troubles was made in 1766- 
67, when by order of the English Court of Chancery, 
Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon, noted astrono- 
mers in England, ran the present line, placing at every 
mile, a stone with the letter P. and arms of Penn on 
one side, and the Letter M. and escutcheon of Lord 
Baltimore on the other. Some of these mile-stones are 
standing to this day. 


The charter of Maryland defined the western bound- 
ary by the meridan passing through the first fountain 
of the Potomac. Whether it meant the North or South 
branch is an open question to this day, and com- 
missions were recently appointed by the Legislatures 
of several states now divided by this line, to determine 
questions coming from boundary uncertainties. 


Penn’‘s policy always was, to issue no warrants for 
lands unless first obtaining titles from the Indians. The 
Indians west of the Susquehanna were subject to the 
Five Nations. Penn empowered Thomas Dougan, Gov- 
ernor of New York, to purchase from the Five Nations 
their right and interest in the lands west of the river. 
The purchase was made about 1688. January 12, 
1696, Dougan leased for 1000 years all his right and 
title west of the river to William Penn for 100 pounds 
sterling and a yearly rent of a “pepper corn.” January 
13, 1696, Thomas Dougan sold to Penn all lands from 
the mountains or head of said river, extending as far 
as the Chesapeake. 


Penn was not satisfied but obtained a deed from the 
Susquenhannas, the original, though defeated, owners 
of the soil. The Conestoga Indians denied the right of 
the Susquehannas to sell the lands west of the river. 
Penn, always ready to settle any claims against lands 
he held, purchased a deed from the Conestoga Indians. 


The Five Nations still asserted a right to the land, 
and they sent their chiefs to a “Great Council” held in 
the country of the Onondagoes, in the summer of 
1736, A deed was signed October 11, 1736, by eight 
Onondagoes, six Senecaes, four Oneidas, two Tus- 
caroras, and three Cayugas, conveying said lands to 
John, Thomas and Richard Penn. This included all the 
Susquehanna River, eastward as far as the heads of 
the springs that run into said river; west to the setting 
of the sun; northward to the mountains called by the 
Nations “Tyannantasacta”, or “Endless Hills,” and by 
the Delawares Kekkachtananin Hills. 


This territory being in dispute, recognized neither 
authority of Pennsylvania or Maryland, was a “rogues’ 
harbor’ more or less up to the running of Mason and 
Dixon Line, the nearest Pennsylvania authorities were 
at Lancaster, later on, an agent of the Penns at York; 
the nearest Maryland authorities were near what is 
now Baltimore. It was only after the organization of 
York County, 1749, that the Justices began to exercise 
jurisdiction as Judges of the Courts, and civil and 
criminal procedure began to be enforced. 


Some of the old names found were the Owings, 
Sneeringers, Jenkins, Reilys, Lillys, Noels, Klunks 
Krepps. Sam Lilly was one of the first settlers in this 
area, 1730. Other names noted were; Marshall, 
O’Bolds, McSherrys, Dellones, Shorbs, Mcintyre, Kuhns, 
Rices, Smiths, Neiderers, Toppers Staubs, Wills, De- 
vines, Weavers, McMasters, Hemlers and Keffers. 





When we look over the broad and fertile fields of 
the Conewago Valley, we see, in the great natural 
wealth around us, the reason why every foot of its 
ground was so bitterly and persistently contested. The 
hard-working German farmer was eager to push 
across the Susquehanna’s legal barrier, and take up 
the rich bottom lands along the Codorus and the Cone- 
wago Creeks. The English gentry from the ranks of the 
Calverts, with their baronial ideas of grand estates, 
knew full well the value and advantages of these 
forest hills and valleys bordering the tributaries which 
drained the land from the mountains to the rivers. 


The poor Irish peasant looked over the half-cleared 
patches with envy, and remembered the marshy 
wastes and barren hills of ‘his own green isle with sad- 
ness. The restless, self-willed ‘squatter’ comes along, 
despising metes and bounds as he does law and order, 
and cares only to go where he pleases and do what- 
ever he wishes. 


Baltimore County, in the Province of Maryland, was 
formed in 1659. Many of the oldest deeds to property 
in the Conewago Valley, are from the Proprietaries of 
Maryland, when the land was claimed to be within the 
bounds of Baltimore County. 


Deeds in the possession of Lewis Klunk, Brushtown 
are: 1780 Thomas Lilly to Magdalena Adams—141 
acres, 2 part of Digge’s Choice; 1787, Jacob Adams 
to Peter Kehler; Joseph Adams to Jacob Adams and 
many more. 
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DIGGES CHOICE 


John Digges, Sr., took up a grant in this area and 
brought with him a colonial surveyor, Col. Robert 
Owings, some colored servants, and perhaps other 
families. This area consisted of fine timber. The Cone- 
wago and Plum creeks were lined with heavy forests 
of oak, berries, wild fruits, the highly flavored plum, 
the big fox grape, the chestnut, hickory nut, walnut; 
game, including deer, wild turkies, and pigeons, 
squirrels, hares, possums, coons, and bears that came 
down from the mountains; there were many little 
streams, the Plum Creek, Slagle Run, Beaver Creek, 
full of choice fish, the pike, sucker, catfish, eel and 
turtles with flesh as white and tender as that of a 
young chicken or partridge. 


Lord Baltimore’s Providence, changed to Providence 
of Penn by a temporary line in 1732. This was un- 
explored country until John Digges took up his grant 
in 1727; all his people came from the older Maryland 
tounties, evidently going back and forth several 
times, meeting with friendly Indians and white squat- 
ters. 


All the oldest deeds here are from Lord Baltimore, 
no Penn deeds earlier than 1740-45, without mention 
of earlier Lord Baltimore titles, the Lillys, Owings and 
Shrivers, adjoining the Conewago Chapel, all dated 
1733, though settled 1730, showing that communica- 
tion was opened up officially with the Baltimore 
County land office that year. 


For some reason, John Digges, a petty nobleman, 
obtained from the proprietor of Maryland a grant of 
10,000 acres, October 14, 1727. He had the privilege 
of taking up any unimproved lands in the Province. 
For this grant, Digges paid 184 pounds, 10 shillings, 
as pre-emption money, and a yearly rental of 13 
pounds, 12 shillings, 11 pence, in silver or gold. In 
1732 by the advice of an Indian Chief named Tom, 
Digges surveyed 6,822 acres lying on Tom’s Creek, 
and called it Digges’ Choice. This tract took in all 
the beautiful Valley of the Conewago, on the Little 
Conewago and Plum Creeks, from the Pigeon Hill 
spurs to the springs that start these creeks. The origi- 
nal survey in 1732 crossed the Conewago and took 
in all the finest land adjoining on the west side 
October 11, 1732, the Maryland office issued to John 
Digges a patent for the land of his choice. 


When the Temporary Line was run in 1732, to serve 
as a boundary until the border difficulties could be 
finally settled, Digges’ land was decided to be in 
Pennsylvania; but his title was good, due to a Royal 
Order then issued, which declared that all titles pre- 
viously obtained, should hold good, no matter on 
which side of the Temporary Line, nor by which Pro- 
vince granted. Among the settlers on “Digges’ Choice,” 
were David Young, Adam Miller, Adam Weisser, John 
Lemmon, 1732; they were the Kreutz-Kirche settlers, 
near Littlestown. 


Andrew Schreiber purchased 100 acres from Digges 
in 1734, for which he paid one hundred pairs of negro 
shoes, Henry Sell came in 1735; Martin Kitzmiller in 
1736 (Picture) Adam Forney in 1737. (Picture) Robert 
Owings, one of the first settlers with the Digges’, 
surveyed and laid off land for Henry Sell and Martin 
Kitzmiller in 1739. On this land the Kitzmiller mill was 


built. Before that the settlers had to go to the Susque- 
hanna to have their wheat ground. 


Settlements were made from the east of the river 
as early as 1710, and by 1720 the Marylanders had 
pushed northward as far as the Codorus. From that 
time the troubles between the Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania settlers ended at last, by the running of 
Mason & Dixon’s line 1767. The claims of the Diggeses 
were never settled, but may be said to have died 
out. Most of the settlers held titles under Lord Balti- 
more first, and after the Temporary Line was run they 
secured titles from the Penns; then they had a Right 
of Deed from John Digges or his sons, which carried 
with it a release from the Carrolls. 


In November, 1743, Digges applied to the Penn- 
sylvania Land-Office to take up as much land as would 
make his tract square. This was granted on condition 
that he should not disturb the German settlers, com- 
plaints having repeatedly been made by them that he 
refused to mark his line, and was constantly changing 
the amount of his grant When Digges returned he told 
the Germans he had concluded an agreement with the 
Land Agent at Philadelphia, by which they would be 
compelled to give up their lands to him. This caused 
great excitement. Thomas Cookson, Surveyor of Lan- 
caster County, was sent by the Governor of Penn- 
sylvania to adjust the difficulties, but accomplished 
little or nothing towards that end. Officers were sent 
from Maryland to make arrests, but the settlers re- 
sisted them and swords were drawn on both sides. 


May 10, 1749, the settlers joined in a petition to 
Governor Hamilton of Pennsylvania, setting forth that 
Digges demanded one hundred pounds for every one 
hundred acres of land they held under Pennsylvania 
titles. 


The killing of Dudley Digges quieted the excitement 
of both claimants and contestants more than any- 
thing else, and after that matters were more readily 
adjusted on both sides. In February 1752, in an alter- 
cation between a Maryland officer and his men and 
Martin Kitzmiller and his sons, at Kitzmiller’s house, 
Dudley Digges was shot by one of Kitzmiller’s sons; 
whether accidentally or purposely, will never be 
known, but Kitzmiller was acquitted at the trial in 
October, when it was proven that the officer had nio 
warrant and was in truth not even an officer. Those 
engaged with the pretended officer, were Dudley and 
Henry Digges, sons of John Digges; John Stackers, 
Patrick Koyle, John Seyfert and Anthony Worley. The 
sentiment of the people was against Maryland's inter- 
ference, and in full sympathy and favor with Penn- 
sylvania authority. This applies particularly to the 
Germans, as certain promises had induced the Irish 
to desire them dispossessed of the land. 


John Digges was the father of Edward, William, 
Henry and Dudley Digges. William Digges, who came 
to the colony with Lord Baltimore and attended ‘him in. 
several of his meetings with William Penn, was 
doubtless the ancestor of these Digges. John Digges 
lived with the Carrolls, and it was through them he 
first came to settle the Conewago Valley. 


The remains of Dudley Digges are resting in a grave 
at Conewago, Not many years ago, John Aulebaugh, 
a citizen of McSherrystown, remembered having heard 
his grandfather tell of the shooting of Dudley Digges. 
He saw the wounded man and attended his funeral. 





The sight and excitement could never be effaced from 
his memory, and so it has come down to the present 
1885, from father to son, through three generations. 

Digges’ widow and two children remained in Cone- 
wago (the Heidelberg) township, about a mile and a 
half south of McSherrystown, for several years after 
his death, when they moved to Frederick, where the 
widow had a sister, and where she died in 1812. Her 
maiden name was Mary Lilly, a daughter of the first 
Samuel Lilly who emigrated to these parts, the an- 
cestor of the present Conewago and McSherrystown 
Lillys, and who in 1730, located on the old Lilly farm, 
above Lilly’s Mill, now owned by one of his great- 
great-grandsons and that has been in the family ever 
since. 

Digges’ grant of 1727 was given conditionally, for 
vacant land only, and improved land was particularly 
expected. This he plainly disregarded since from the 
moment he attempted to locate his choice in the valley, 
he was met with opposition; though they may have 
had no right from either Province, until Digges’ effort 
to take their land made them apply to the Maryland 
or Pennsylvania proprietaries for patents, and appeal 
to both for protection of their claims. The part of 
Digges’ Choice to the west of the Little Conewago, 
was left out of his re-survey without an effort to en- 
force his claim, and his strongest efforts in the contest 
were made for the lands farther south, near the dis- 
puted boundary line; so that he left Conewago un- 
disturbed, probably because “the improvements” had 
gone too far before his grant was taken up. 


THE CONEWAGO VALLEY 
The Conewago Valley, in which McSherrystown was 
born two-hundred years ago, as a dense forest of 
oak and hickory that covered the broad plain, and 
along the banks of the creeks grew the more valu- 
able wood and beautiful trees — the ash, poplar, 
walnut, water beach, sycamore and willow. Only a 
hundred years ago, the stately trunks of some of the 
veterans of the forests stood along Slagle’s Run and 
the Conewago and Plum Creeks, reminders of the days 
when they were kings of the forests. Some of them 

measured over three feet across the stump. 


Conewago Chapel, which is not only the parent 
church of this valley, but also, consists of one of the 
‘oldest buildings, is a few miles from Hanover, in 
Conewago Township, Adams Co., Pa.; about 10 miles 
east of Gettysburg, the county seat; in lat. about 
39°45” north, long 0°3” west from Washington. 


Conewago Chapel is the parent church from which 
the Catholic religion spread over southern and west- 
ern Maryland into Virginia, along the frontiers of 
Pennsylvania, into the very heart of its settlement, 
Philadelphia itself. The churches at Hanover, Littles- 
town, Taneytown, Bonneauville, Gettysburg, Millers- 
town, The Mountain, Carlisle, Harrisburg, York, Para- 
dise and New Oxford, are all fruits of the Conewago 
Missionary labors. 

The early Catholics, scattered within the bounds of 
these outlying missions, once looked to Conewago 
for all the spiritual aid they ever received. The mis- 
sionaries in their long journey over the country, kept 
“no account of their labors, and all that has come down 
to John Riley and to us are a few scraps of paper, 
where a child was baptized in the Path or Cove 
Valleys, a death-bed attended along the South Moun- 


tains, or a sick-call here or there, twenty, thirty miles 
away. 

Today Conewago is a Catholic seftlement; living 
along with the Catholics are Protestant families 
scattered all through the valley. All live agreeably 
together, associating and assisting each other as 
citizens, and taking part in every enterprise that con- 
cerns home or church. 


As a farming country, the Conewago Valley is one 
of the richest in the State. The soil is the best quality 
of limestone land, and very productive. Practically 
every foot of ground, has been claimed and put to use. 
There is nothing striking or very prominent in the 
whole history of the Valley; its history is one of hard 
labor, economy, peace and plenty. 


The colonial records and the archieves of the State 
show that old Heidelberg contributed as much or more 
than any of the other original townships, when called 
upon in time of need. It supplied men and aid in 
the French and Indian wars, the Revolution, War of 
1812-14, the Mexican War and the War between the 
States. Conewago Township supplied men and women 
for World War | and II, also the Korean War. 


The “Releases” of the Carrolls to the lands in the 
Conewago Valley extend from the first settlements to 
the Revolution. They amounted to a mere form, for 
security’s sake on account of the title troubles, as there 
is no record of any payments except the mention of 
certain ground rents included in the first sales of land, 
which probably originated with the Carrolls, de- 
scended to the Diggeses and became extinct in the 
McSherrys. 

There must be some reason for the peaceful at- 
titude of the Indians towards the Conewago settlers. 
In the western part of the county and northward, build- 
ings were burned by them, children abducted and the 
settlers murdered. There is not a single instance of 
wrong by them in the Conewago Valley, except where 
in a state of intoxication they assaulted the family of 
Adam Forney near Hanover. There is no traditional 
evidence that they were feared by the people, by 
whom it seems they were regarded as friends. True, 
the western borders formed a barrier against Indian 
raids, and the people from the frontier settlements, in 
times of threatened danger from the Indians, would 
flee for safety almost this far into the interior. There 
certainly were Indians through the valley, for there 
are evidences to this day of their camps or villages. 

There are several traditional stories handed down 
of the “last Indians” seen, coming to a house here or 
there for food, or to a blacksmith shop to have a 
lame horse or pony shoed, and going off into the 
Pigeon Hills for coal when the blacksmith was out; 
but whether true or not, we will not say. They left 
here like everywhere else, pushed away by the ad- 
vance of civilization, the destruction of their forests, 
and the absence of qame, for even then bears and 
deer began to keep closer to the mountains. 

The early settlement of the Conewago Valley does 
not differ much from that of the other parts of the 
State. The people coming from the older settlements 
of Maryland might have been a little better provided 
for than the poorer emiarants from the German Pala- 
tinates, the expatriated Irish and poor “redemptioners.” 
A few of the better class were able to build sub- 
stantial stone houses that stood for a hundred, even 
two-hundred years, but the most of them built very 
common log houses. 


The settlement almost from the beginning was made 
up not only of farmers but of different kinds of mech- 
anics. A little later, carpet weaving, spinning, woolen 
and flax industries, were very generally followed. For 
over a hundred and fifty years, wagoning was the 
great means by which trade was carried on. Grain 
and flour were taken to Pittsburgh, Baltimore, and 
Philadelphia, and store goods and whatever else was 
needed, brought back. In the proper season, shad and 
other fish in large quantities were hauled from the 
fisheries along the Susquehanna. Conewago was well 
situated with regards to the early modes and routes 
of travel. The wagon road from Wright's Ferry, on 
the Susquehanna, to the Monocacy road at the Mary- 
land line, passed through the valley. The wagon and 
stage roads from Philadelphia to Frederick and from 
Carlisle to Baltimore, crossed each other where Han- 
over now stands; the first house being McAllister’s 
tavern, at the corner of Middle and Baltimore Streets. 


The country around Hanover was entirely a German 
settlement, while the Conewago settlement was con- 
sidered Irish, and many a good old time the two ele- 
ments had together. The upper part of what is now 
Adams County was settled by the Scotch-Irish, between 
1736 and 1740. The Conewago Valley was settled 
by a few English families from the Province of Lord 
Baltimore, somewhere between 1700 and 1725, as 
there were births and deaths between these periods. 

The Irish and Germans came in about equal num- 
bers, and scattered together, from the “barrens” all 
through the valley, and westward, as one of the 
principal directions emigration took to Pittsburgh and 
the western settlements. English and German sermons 
alternated at Conewago up to 1800; after that English 
took the lead. German sermons might have averaged 
one a month to 1850. The first English sermons were 
preached in the churches of Hanover in 1837. The 
first English papers in Hanover and Gettysburg were 
started about 1818. The first german paper was 
started in Hanover in 1769, and a german paper was 
still published there in the late nineteenth century. 


The name “Conewago” is the last connecting link 
between the aborigines of the valley and their suc- 
cessors, we, the American people. With us it will con- 
tinue, and may even exist after we have been ob- 
scured or lost in the deepening shadows of antiquity. 
Like all other foreign names and words, Conewago 
had to shape itself to English use, a tendency which 
carried everything in its way. Later in the history of 
the language, “young America” became afflicted with 
such a mania for anglicism, that the names of their 
fathers full of memory and meaning were ruthlessly 
despoiled in making them assume an English garb 
that fits in nothing but the ridiculous. 


The Conewago missionaries were of different na- 
tionalities, but the Latin tongue was to them a common 
language. Thus the English Conewago comes down 
to us from the Latin, and not direct from the Indian 
term. In handling the German names in Latin, the 
missionaries made some amusing changes. The ger- 
man names are mostly derived from solid words in 
that language, which sound all right when translated 
into English, but in writing them in Latin according 
to sound, they lose all significance and trace or Origin. 
The German Koontz is given the Latin C. in Cunes 
and the HN in Kuhns. The Indian word “Caughna- 


‘ 


waga” is said to mean “the rapids.’ The Germans 
pronounced it “Konowago;” the English and Irish, 
“Canawaga.” The Missionaries wrote it Conewago 
as early as 1740, placing it in the third declension. 
Accordingly, those who persist in using ““Cono,” follow 
the German derivation. Conewago is the correct way 
as applied to the Chapel or the Creek; when meaning 
the township, it may be claimed that the rules of law 
by which it was formed have it “Cono,” which is im- 
material, as the name has but one origin. 

The original “Caughnawaga” of the Indians was a 
tributary of the St. Lawrence. There were no native 
tribes in this part of Pennsylvania; only roving bands 
from the great branches of the Indians’ families along 
the bays, rivers and mountains. The number of Indians 
in the Provinces was not as great as many suppose. 
The Shawnees were a “restless nation of wanderers,” 
who inhabited the region of Kentucky. By permission 
from the Pennsylvania authorities in 1698, some of 
them came from Carolina and settled in Pennsylvania. 


When in 1732 the number of Indian fighting men 
was estimated at 700, half of them were Shawnee 
emigrants. So desolate was the wilderness, “says Ban- 
croft,” that a vagabond tribe could wander undisturbed 
from Cumberland River to the Alabama, from the 
headwaters of the Santee to the Susquehanna.” From 
the heart of the five Nations two warriors would 
thread the wilderness of the South; would go through 
the glades of Pennsylvania, the valleys of Western 
Virginia, and steal within the mountain fastnesses of 
the Cherokees, and after securing scalps enough to 
surprise their native village, bound over the ledges 
and hurried home. 


CONEWAGO TOWNSHIP 


Conewago Township is a division of the county 
that was formed out of Heidelberg and Manheim 
Townships in 1801, and organized that year. Its 
Original name was Digges’ Choice, bestowed upon it 
in 1727. In 1730 the Lillys settled here and gave to 
it its Indian name, Conewako. 


Little Conewago Creek forms the whole western 
and southern line of Conewago Township, McSherry 
Creek, later “Plum Creek,” is a native stream, rising in 
the ore hills in the southeastern districts, and flowing in 
a general northwesterly course to its confluence with 
the Little Conewago on the Devine farm. Each stream 
affords water-power for mills, while serving to drain 
the entire township. The township north of McSherrys- 
town is decidedly hilly, but both hill and dale afford 
some of the finest limestone land in the whole county. 


The elevation of McSherrystown above the Atlantic 
is 518 feet. 


The geological outcrop shows slaty limestone, argil- 
lite with dendritic stain, roofing slate, slate im- 
Ppregnated with iron, all just southwest of Hanover 
Junction. Light blue, white and slaty limestones are 
found north of the Gettysburg & Hanover Railroad. 
Light blue, pure limestone, granular speckled, light 
cream, light-white-streaked lime is found in the Barnitz, 
Meyers’ and Hendricks’ quarries, east and north by 
east of McSherrystown. Slaty conglomerate, chlorite, 
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slate, compact limonite, argillaceous limonite, sandy 
slate with specular iron, micaceous ore and magnetite, 
mesozoic mud rock. The “Blue Spring,” near Cone- 
wago Chapel, was founded over a century ago by 
one of the Jesuit fathers, but a plummet found no 
resting place. It is said to be a bottomless well. 


In September, 1881, the shy blacksnake of Round 
Top was seen by Hiram Warren, who states his length 
to be fifteen feet. For over a quarter of a century this 
reptile has been known to reside in this neighborhood. 
Rattlesnakes having as many as sixteen rattles are 
found among the younger ones. In August, 1876, a 
turtle was found near Round Top marked “I. P., 1825.” 
Locusts visited the county in 1834, 1851 and 1868, 
making their headquarters in this township at every 
visit. 


In 1821 a stone hatche was found by Miss Mary 
McCreary in the rear of Conewago Chapel, on the 
old John McCreary land, and on the site of the old 
Indian wigwam which stood there when the whites 
first came, and here, it is said, the first missionaries 
of the Catholic Church held the first Christian cere- 
monies in the county. Many such relics of Indian oc- 
cupation have been since unearthed. Historic turtles 
were found on the Hoke farm in November, 1877. One 
was marked “A. Storm 1821; the second, John Sin- 
dorff, 1846;” the third “M. S., 1829 and “f. s., 1834,” 
and the fourth “G. M. and R. F.” The Storms lived on 
the Hoke farm for about forty years and the Sindorffs 
were a mile distant. 


CONEWAGO TOWNSHIP population in 1800 was 
448 in the Heidleberg and 22 in the Manheim divi- 
sions; in 1810 about 700; in 1820, 1,030, including 
McSherrystown, 191; in 1830, 878; in 1840, 899; in 
1850, 775 including 8 slaves; in 1860, 950, including 
2 colored; in 870, 1,029, including 9 colored; and in 
1880, 1,211, including McSherrystown. 


The retailers of foreign merchandise in 1828, ac- 
cording to the sworn statement of Constable Jacob 
Eyster, were William Albright and Adam O. Oaster. 
They in fact, were the only traders in the township. 


On September 10, 1857, the fist train of cars in 
Adams County moved across the line, and was re- 
ceived by William McSherry, David Wells, H. J. Stahl 
and others. After some speeches had been delivered 
the train passed over the Hanover Branch Railroad to 
the Junction. The construction of the Hanover, Littles- 
town, & Frederick City Railroad was begun July 4, 
1857, and completed to Littlestown, through Cone- 
wago, Union and Germany Townships June 26, 1858. 
In 1871 the extension to Frederick City was completed. 
ane Mesherpalewn and Hanover pike road was built 
in fd: 


EARLY LUTHERANS 
of 
CONEWAGO SETTLEMENT 


In 1743, John George Kuntz, of “Conewago Settle- 
ment,” gave to the Lutherans an acre of ground, on 
the Hanover-McSherrystown road, now in Conewago 
Township, Adams County. On this lot there was a 
small log house, occupied by Rev. David Chandler, 
in which he also preached. Rev. Chandler is generally 
believed to have been the first pastor of the Lutheran 


charge, in Hanover composed of Conewago Settle- 
ment, Christ Church, Abbottstown and Bermudian. 
After the death of Rev. Chandler in 1744, Rev. Nyberg, 
of Lancaster, became pastor, and was succeeded in 
1753, by Rev. John Baugher. This place of worship 
becoming too small, a larger building was erected on 
the Carlisle road, near Hanover, and St. Michael's 
Lutheran Congregation, of “Conewago Settlement,” 
was transferred to the new church. 


St. Michael’s Lutheran Cemetery remained near Mc- 
Sherrystown until the close of the Civil War. It is 
thought that Rev. David Chandler, the first Lutheran 
minister, was buried there in 1744. In 1865 the ground 
was purchased by George Young and cleared for his 
use. Some of the head stones were moved to a grave- 
yard northeast of Hanover, among which is that of 
Rev. John Baugher, and some to the Lutheran grave- 
yard in Hanover, where a person born in 1647 finds 
rest, and some to Mount Olivet, south of Hanover. 


St. Matthew’s (formerly St. Michael’s) Lutheran 
Church, of Conewago, was organized in April, 1743, 
but prior to this year the members of this church were 
visited by the minister of a still older congregation at 
Creagerstown, Maryland. The original officers were 
David Chandler, pastor; Lehnert Barnitz, Johannes 
Morningstar, Andreas Herger, Fred Gelwicks, Nicolas 
Biddinger and Christoffel Schlegle. The preachers in 
charge of the whole circuit, in order of service, were 
David Chandler, 1743; L. Nyberg, John George Bav- 
gher, C. F. Wildbahn, R. Schmidt, F. W. and John 
F. Melsheimer, Jonathan Ruthrauff, Jacob Albert, Dr. 
Hay, D. P. Rosenmiller, M. J. Alleman, S. Yingling and 
J. C. Koller. The first building of this society was 
erected in 1743, on an acre donated by John George 
Kuntz; the second across the line of Adams County 
in 1756; the third in Hanover, in 1803, and the fourth 
on the site of the third in 1879. The value of property 
is placed at $35,000, and the number of members 
at 717. The Lutheran and Union Church, near 
Schwartz's Schoolhouse, was built in 1878. 


The Keagy Cemetery, a private burial ground, south- 
east of Conewago Chapel, contains a number of 
graves; among the monuments are five, bearing the 
following records: John Keagy, 1826; Johannes Eris- 
man, 1827; J. A. Keagy, 1828; Henry Keagy, 1829; 
and Abram Keagy, 1833. 


CONEWAGO CREEK 


The largest stream in the county is the Conewago, 
which has its source in the South Mountains, near the 
line dividing Adams County from Franklin County. 
It drains a large extent of the country. Its principal 
tributaries are Opossum Creek, Plum Run, Miley’s 
Run from the north; Beaver Dam Run, Swift Run, 
Little Conewago, Pine Run, Deep Run and Beaver 
Creek from the south. The spring from which it takes 
its rise is near the southern end of Buchanan Valley, 
flowing just to the northeast, then to the southeast 
through the “Narrows” west of Arendtsville; thence 
its general course is eastward until it reaches a point 
where Reading, Mountpleasant and Hamilton Town- 
ships meet, and where it is joined by the Little Cone- 
wago, when it courses to the northeast, entering York 
County, at East Berlin. 








“MISHAP AT CAMEL-BACK BRIDGE” 


In the Spring of the year 1918, during heavy thaws 
and rains, the mill-race between the Camel-back 
bridge and the Johns Mill, became a swollen torrent. 
A Mr. Wisotzkey, who worked for the Spalding Horse 
dealers, Littlestown, was on his way to New Oxford 
to buy horses and tried to drive through the stream. 
His rig was washed away, the horse drowned, and Mr. 
Wisotskey was rescued after five or six hours of hang- 
ing from a tree over the stream, in freezing tempera- 
tures. 


A Mr. Neiderer, who was on his egg route found 
him, and tossed a rope for the rescue from horseback, 
endangering his own life, due to the high water. 


_ Next morning, Mr. Turnie Slusser, who still lives 
above the Camel-back Bridge, came upon the scene 
and found the horse, frozen and still in the shafts of 
the rig, after drowning. 





THE McSHERRY FAMILY 


Thomas C. McSherry 
Littlestown, Penn. 


“A little to the west of Kinaale in Cork” says ‘Joyce 
in Irish names and places’ is the bay and marine vil- 
lage of Courtmacsherry, the Court of Geoffrey’s Son 
or MacSherry. The person who built the Court or 
residence there and gave the place its name was an 
Englishman called Hodnet who came from Shropshire, 
but the family degenerating into Irish customs, assum- 
ed the name of MacSherry. The original MacSherry is 
still vividly remembered in the traditions of the neigh- 
borhood.” During the days of Cromwell's Protectore, 
James and Edmond Hodney MacSherry were out- 
lawed as Catholics and royalists and dispossessed of 
a large tract of land in and about Timoleague and 
Clonakilty which the family owned in Queen Eliza- 
beth’s time. The title of Courtmacsherry was given 
by the Protectore in 1642 to one of his followers, 
a Major Gaskins. 


The MacSherrys when driven from their ancestral 
home in the County of Cork by Cromwell, after many 
wanderings settled in Ulster. In the next century we 


find them in the Counties of Armagh, Monayhan and 
Down. For several generations there is nothing known 
of the MacSherrys except that they took to farming 
Se aoe distinguished for their adherence to Catholic 
Faith. 


It is tradition of the MacSherry family that the 
MacSherrys are descended from the Court MacSherry 
refugees but no near relationship can now be traced 
between the Armagh Branch and the Monoythan and 
Down families. 


North of Armagh in the county ‘of Armagh lived 
one of the MacSherrys, probably Edward by name, 
who was the father of a large family, including Pat- 
rick, my great grandfather, Bernard and Barnabas. 


PATRICK McSHERRY 


Patrick McSherry was born in Ireland in the year 
1725, the son ‘of Edward who lived north of Armagh 
on a farm. He married Catharine Garland of Armagh. 


| was interested to find, according to the Cyc-Brit 
that Armagh about 90 miles N.N.W. of Dublin. The 
City is of great interest because of its religious asso- 
ciations, some claiming that it was founded by St. 
Patrick in the 5th century. It was the seat of learning 
and early became the metropolis of Ireland, inheriting 
much of the importance of the old Fortress of Emain 
Macha, which was destroyed in the fourth century. 
It suffered great destruction as a result of the Danish 
‘ncuraions and the English wars. In the 18th and 19th 
centuries it once again became a prosperous and 
well-built centre. It is a seat of an archbishop in both 
the Protestant and Catholic organizations — it pos- 
sesses the distinction of having two cathedrals and 
two archepiscopalian palaces. 


Getting back to my great Grandfather Patrick Mc 
Sherry, we find he left Ireland with his young bride 
Catharine about the year 1745 and emigrated to 
America. Their first settlement was made in Lancaster 
County in a Township now known as Mount Pleasant 
Township, Adams County, Pa. Records indicate he 
was a large land owner, farmer and later a merchant 
in Petersburg, (Littlestown), Pa., where he made his 
permanent home. 


November 14th, 1763, he purchased from the heirs 
of John Digges, deceased, a tract of land containing 
150 acres situated in what was then called Heidelberg 
Township. This transfer was donfirmed by a release 
from Charles Carroll, Sr. In 1765 this land was laid 
out by its owner in 60 lots, and this was the beginning 
of what is now the flourishing borough of McSherrys- 
town which has a population of over one thousand, 
(1892), and is the seat of St. Joseph’s Academy, and 
in which there is a fine Catholic Church, Holy Trinity; 
several large tobacco factories, a wagon factory, 
stores, &c. 


A patent was issued to Patrick McSherry, May 26, 
1778, for 543% acres of land near Mt. Rock which 
was called “Conquest.” Another tract of land contain- 
ing 204 acres, located in Germany Township, he pur- 
chased from a George Stevenson, April 28, 1768. 
“The Spring Quarrel” was the name given to it in 
the patent issued. There were other tracts of land to 
which he obtained title, including lots in Petersburg 
(Littlestown), and it is probable that he owned as many 


as 1500 acres. Distribution of his real estate was 
inherited by certain of his children. Title to some of 
this property still remains in the McSherry name. 

Patrick McSherry was one of the trustees to whom 
the property for the first Catholic church in Littlestown 
was conveyed. This deed is dated February 5th, 1791 
and was for *%th acre of ground. It had a house 
thereon which was to be converted to a church or 
chapel. 

“Patrick McSherry was a man of strong intellect 
and sturdy independence of character. He took a 
deep interest in the welfare of the colonists, and 
was chosen a colonial justice. When the Revolution 
came, he was foremost in the ranks of those who 
struck an iron blow for independence, and owing to 
his eminent qualifications, was chosen chairman of 
the committee on safety for York County Nov. 3, 
1774.” 3rd Bk, John T. Reily. 

Patrick and Catharine were the parents of 12 
children: Edward, Patrick, Jr., Mary, John, Hugh (Hugh 
married the daughter of Peter Little, founder of Littles- 
town), Catharine, Sarah, Barnabas, Val, Else, Joseph 
and James. 


July 13, 1795, Patrick McSherry departed this life 
at the age of 70 years. He was buried in the cemetery 
of Conewago Chapel; later he was removed to St. 
Aloysius Cemetery, Littlestown, Pa., and interred there 
with his wife in the “Family Plot’. Catharine, the 
wife of Patrick, died Nov. 7, 1813, at the age of 72 
years. “She was a lady of exemplary Christian and 
moral virtues.” 


His will is dated May 28, 1793, and was proved 
August 26, 1795. He provided amply for his wife; 
he gave to a Mary a farm 'of 200 acres, to John 230 
acres, to Barnabas a tract of land in Frederick County, 
Md., also lots in Taneytown; to Catharine, house and 
half a lot in Hagerstown, Md., and five hundred 
pounds in gold; to Hugh 360 acres of land; to Sarah 
500 acres, —his son Patrick was dead; to James alll 
the rest of his estate including farms, store, etc. 


Catharine, his wife, after her husband’s death, re- 
sided with her son, James, and lived to see him 
crowned with political honors. 


BARNABAS McSHERRY 


As to Barnabas McSherry, we have but little in- 
formation. He emigrated to America about the time 
my Great Grand Father Patrick McSherry did. We do 
know that he lived in Liberty Township, Adams County, 
and died March 2nd, 1824. He owned a small place 
on Marsh Creek. 


If he were married, he died without issue and was 
preceded in death by his wife for all his worldly 
goods he distributed by will to nephews, nieces and 
his housekeeper. 


He had the distinction of serving on the first Grand 
Jury of Adams County, August 4th, 1800. 


During the Revolutionary War, Barnabas McSherry 
fought as a member of the 6th Company, Ist Penn- 
sylvania Troop. 


BERNARD MsSHERRY 


Bernard McSherry, brother of Patrick McSherry, 
was born in Ireland about the middle of the 18th 
century. He did not come to America, but mioved to 
the South of Armagh to a place named “Gibson's 
Lough” near Market Hill. His son Hugh moved further 


south to the shores of Shaw’s Lake in the Barony of 
Lower Fews where he rented a farm from the Earl 
of Goaford, and where his son Hugh, born in 1800, 
built the house occupied at the present day by his 
descendants. This Hugh McSherry married to a Eliza- 
beth Burke died in 1844, leaving four sons; Bernard 
who died in Dublin, unmarried; John who died in 
Australia, and whose sons are also dead without 
issue, and Arthur, the youngest, born in 1826, who 
married in 1851 Elizabeth, daughter of James Kenney 
of Mullinary Co., Armagh, and who died in 1897 
leaving twelve children surviving him, this fourth. 
son having died in 1883. 

Of the thirteen children of Arthur McSherry, Hugh 
the eldest, born in 1852 became Bishop in 1896 of the 
Cape of Good Hope, Eastern District, and continued 
as Bishop thereof until about 1941 when, due to his 
advance age, he was recalled to Rome by the Pope. 
Here he was engaged in research and writing until 
his death in 1943. The Bishop made a number of 
visits to the United States, the first of which was in 
1908, and while on visits here, made his headquarters 
with his cousins at the old family home in Littlestown 
(Germany Township) Pa. 

That this family was very religious is indicated by 
the fact that two other brothers studied for the priest- 
hood (one died before Ordination) and four sisters 
became nuns. 


JAMES McSHERRY, SR. 


James McSherry was the youngest child of Patrick 
McSherry and the most distinguished. That he was an 
educated gentleman, there can be little doubt. His 
library handed down through generations consisted 
of the early classics — Greek, Latin and advanced text 
books on literature, religion, etc. 

He was a farmer, land-owner and _ politician. 


In 1802 he was appointed Lieutenant 9th Regiment, 
2nd Brigade, 5th Division, Pennsylvania Militia. 

This same year he began his public life by attending 
a political convention as a delegate. He served as its 
secretary. 


October, 1807, he was elected to the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the State of Pennsylvania from Adams 
County. Annually thereafter, for 6 consecutive terms 
he was returned to the House of Repesentatives. 

June 22, 1812, he was appointed Brigade Major, 
Second Brigade, Fifth Division, of the Militia, by Gov- 
ernor Snyder, for the term of four years from August 
oh 3h Lhe 


Between the years 1807-14 the Gettysburg Peters- 
burg Turnpike Company was organized and the road 
between Gettysburg and Littlestown was constructed. 
He was active in the development of this company 
and one of its stockholders and directors. 


In the year 1813, September 27th, he was elected 
to the Senate of the State of Pennsylvania. The District 
comprised York and Adams Counties. He served suc- 
cessive terms, in the Senate until the year 1817. 


Relative to his election to the Senate in 1813 
| quote from Bradsby Hist. of Adams Co., Pa., as 
follows: “We can recall but one instance when the 
senatorial district went Federal and that was in the 
year 1813 when Hon. James McSherry was elected by 
seventeen (17) votes. He was the most popular man 
politically ever known in Adams County. He was 
continually in the Legislature for many years. The 


year he wrested the senatorial district from the oppo- 
site party was the year of almost annihilation to 
that party in the balance of the state. The Federalists 
lost about everything else but they gained McSherry 
and that was their all sufficient consolation.” 


In 1814 we find James McSherry interested in 
founding the Bank of Gettysburg (now the Gettysburg 
National Bank). He was one of the subscribers to its 
charter and a shareholder. He served as a director 
of this institution between 1819 and 1842. 


During the attack on Baltimore in 1814, although 
exempt from military duty by reason of being a State 
Senator, he volunteered and went as a private in 
the defense of that city. He was in the Rev. Mr. 
M‘Cleans’s Company of Horses, which was raised in 
Gettysburg. He remained with the troop in service 
until he was discharged. 


He was a Trustee and one of the most liberal friends 
of the Catholic Church in Littlestown. The records of 
the Church indicate that he had a marked influence 
on its history and development, and that he was one 
of its main supporters in establishing the parochial 
school. For nearly three-quarters of a century his home 
and that of his son William, Sr., was used by the 
visiting priests who served Littlestown Parish as their 
headquarters. 


June 20, 1816, he was united in marriage to Anne 
Ridgely Sappington of Liberty, Maryland. From this 
union three children were born. 


Edward, who died in infancy, William and James, Sf 


At the end of his term in the Senate, 1816, and 
after ten years of constant public service to his com- 
munity either as a Legislator or Senator of the State 


of Pennsylvania, James McSherry retired to private 
life. 


However, this was for only a few years for again 
in 1821 he was called from political retirement, hav- 
ing been without solicitation, nominated to represent 
the congressional district comprising the Counties of 
Adams, Franklin, Cumberland and Perry. He was 
elected and served as a Member of Congress, until 
the end of 1823. 


In 1824 he was returned by Adams County to the 
State Legislature. He was re-elected annually there- 
after during the years 1825, 1826, 1828 and 1830, 
1834 and 1835. During the sessions of 1828, 33-34 
and 35, Thaddeus Stevens was his associate from 
Adams County in the House of Representatives. They 
were friends of the free school and worked hard 
for its evolution and development. 


In 1836 a political friend writing about him said: 
“He has been a most faithful public servant, unob- 
trusive in his intercourse with society, frank and honest 
in all his dealings. The repository of great public 
confidence he has betrayed no trust, possessing the 
affection of an enlightened people;— he has manifest- 
ed his gratitude by a highly competent and industrious 
discharge of his public duties. With a strong mind, a 
sound heart and well tried principles there is no man 
living with stronger claims to unlimited confidence. 
His private character, without blemish, distinguished 
for his integrity, etc.” 


“As the last crowning proof of the confidence and 
esteem of his fellow citizens, he was chosen, with 
Thaddeus Stevens, Esq., to represent Adams County 
in the Convention which met and sat in Harrisburg 
and afterwards in Philadelphia, in the year 1837-38 
to reform the Constitution of the State. The proceed- 
ings show that he was an active and useful member 
of the Convention. He frequently presided over the 
Convention. He worked and voted against the insert- 
ion of the word “White” in the election franchise; he 
favored the right to vote to free negroes. 


In conclusion concerning James McSherry, may | 
quote the following from the Gettysburg Centinel of 
Feb. 1849: 


“Upon the adjournment of this body (The Consti- 
tution Convention), he (James McSherry) determined 
to retire from public life, conscious that he had ful- 
filled the part of an upright man and good citizen, 
and no solicitation could afterwards induce him to 
accept any nomination. He spent the last years of his 
life in constant preparation to meet his God, as his 
preceeding years had passed in the endeavor to 
fulfil his commands. He withdrew from all business 
to look into his own heart and purify it for the 
awful change from life to death, which he felt must 
soon await him. When that ‘hour came, perhaps it 
had a few terrors for him; at least it had its consola- 
tions. How comforting then was it not for him to 
look back over a long life spent in doing good to those 
around him, in succoring the distressed, in comforting 
the afflicted, in performing faithfully the duties of 
his station as legislator, citizen, husband, father, friend, 
and, most of all, as a Christian. On Friday, the 26th of 
January, he was attacked by asthma; and on Satur- 
day, the 3rd of February (1840) at a few minutes 
before eight o’clock P.M., having received the last 
consolation of his religion, he passed gently to repose, 
without pain and without a struggle, having conferred 
his blessing upon his children and grand-children and 
bequeathed to them the richest legacy on earth, a 
name untarnished and the unblemished character of 
three and seventy years of life well spent. May he 
rest in Peace. 


His funeral was conducted by a Priest from Cone- 
wago and Mt. Saint Mary’s College. On the day of 
his funeral all places of business were closed in his 
honor. Friends came to pay their last tribute of love 
and respect to him, whom they loved in life and kindly 
remembered in death. 


His wife, Anne Ridgely died July 20, 1864, and is 
buried beside her husband in the family plot in St. 
Aloysius Cemetery, Littlestown, Pa. 


JAMES McSHERRY, JR. 


You will recall | stated in the sketch pertaining to 
James McSherry, that he had three sons, Edward, who 
died in infancy, James Jr., and William. 


Now, a few words concerning James Jr.: 


He was born July 29, 1819. Educated at the Mt. 
St. Mary’s College, Emittsburg, Md. Studied law in 
the law offices of General James H. Coale, Frederick, 
Md. 


In 1840 he was admitted to the Frederick County 
Bar. A few years later he returned to Adams County 


and was admitted to its bar. 

He was an excellent public speaker, and elegant 
writer. His most noted work is a history of the State 
of Maryland. 

From 1842 to 1847 has served as a director of the 
Bank of Gettysburg. At the end of this period, he re- 
signed and returned to Frederick, Md., where he 
practiced law. He died there July 25, 1869. 

His association in the early development and in- 
cidents of Adams County are limited to those which 
have been related. 


WILLIAM McSHERRY, SR. 


William McSherry, Sr., son of James McSherry, Sr., 
was born in Littlestown, Pa., April 14, 1821. 


At the age of thirteen he entered Mt. St. Mary’s 
College, and graduated at the age of nineteen. 

He read law in the law offices of a cousin, General 
James M. Coale, Frederick, Md., and was admitted 
to practice law in the Court of Adams County in 1842. 


At the time he moved from his home in Littlestown 
to Gettysburg and formed a law partnership with 
General James M. Cooper who, a few years later 
(1849) was elected to the United States Senate. Mr. 
Cooper had the honor of being the only citizen of 
Adams County elected to the United States Senate. 


In the year 1842, he was elected as a director of 
the Gettysburg National Bank and served continuously 
until the year 1889. 


Mr. McSherry was married twice, his first wife was 
Eliza Thompson McSherry of Martinsburg, W. Va., Oct. 
15, 1844. There was no relationship. Her grand-parents 
may have been from Monoyhan of Down County, 
Ireland, and may have been related to Lord Baltimore 
(Charles Calvert). Ten children were born of this union. 

Anna, Cecelia, Mary Virginia, James Richard, Wil- 
liam, Jr., (an attorney who practiced law in Gettys- 
burg, Pa., for more than half a century), Richard 
(physician and surgeon) William and Richard were 
twins, Margaret Stella, Mary Catharine, Sarah Lilly 
and Fenlon. 

In 1846 William McSherry, Sr., dissolved his part- 
nership with Mr. Cooper, discontinued the practice of 
law, and removed to Littlestown (Germany Township) 
to the family homestead. Thereafter, he devoted most 
of his time chiefly to farming. 

In 1857 the Littlestown and Hanover Railroad Com- 
pany was chartered. He was elected President of the 
company and received it, in company with many 
local citizens, in its first run to Littlestown. He was 
associated with this railroad company until it was 
merged with the Pennsylvania Railroad about 1880. 

In 1847, 49 and 50 he was elected on the Whig 
Ticket to the House of Representatives lof the State 
of Pennsylvania to represent Adams County. 

The Senatorial District honored him in 1862 by 
sending him to the State Senate. 

In 1866 he was appointed Assessor of Internal 
Revenue for the 16th District of Pennsylvania by Presi- 
det Andrew Johnson and served 2 years. 

Hon. David R. Porter, Governor of the Common. 
wealth of Pennsylvania, commissioned him as an 
Adjutant of the Eighth Regiment lof the Militia of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in the Second Brigade 
of the Fifth Division, composed of Militia of the 
Counties of York and Adams, Aug. 3, 1867. 


During the Civil War “the land about Littlestown, 
especially that of Hon. William McSherry, was used 
for several days by Gen. Geary’s command as a 
camping ground; he and his staff, embracing Major 
Moses Veale. This man served as Health Commissioner 
of Phila. for a number of years in the early 1890's, 
‘occupied the family residence as their headquarters.” 


Mrs. Eliza T. McSherry wife of William Sr., died 
March 26, 1868. After the death of Mrs. McSherry, he 
continued to live at the family homestead in Germany 
Township, and at this time we find him actively 
engaged in the management and operation of his 
farms. 


Again, in 1871 he was re-elected to represent this 
District in the State Senate. 


June 22, 1877, he was honored by his Alma Mater, 
Mt. St. Mary’s College with the title of .L.D. 


He was a director of the Gettysburg and Petersburg 
Turnpike Company for more than half a century. 


On September 30th, 1883, Mr. McSherry remarried, 
taking his wife, Sarah A. Buddy. The ceremony was 
solemnized in St. Aloysius Church, Littlestown, by 
Father Renaud, S.J., one of the last Jesuit Priests to 
serve Littlestown. 


In my immediate family there were four boys and 
three girls:— Frances, a Nun since the year 1904, 
Sisters of Charity, Emmitsburg, Md., and known as 
Sister Marie. 


Pauline, a Nun since the year 1904, Sisters lof Charity, 
Emmitsburg, Md., and known as Sister Pauline. 


Winifred—married to Edward J. McEvilly, lives in 
Chicago, III. 


Joseph—resident of Milwaukee, Wis. (Married) 
Cyprian—Lawyer—deceased—died as Captain, U. S. 
Army, France, Jan. 1919 (Married). 

Norbert—deceased, Bank Clerk, died 1925, service 
connected disability. 


Thomas—(Married), and it is seen that | am one of 
a family of seventeen children. To cover each one 
separately, time does not permit, but it may be of 
interest to note that of my ten half brothers and 
sisters, two sisters and one brother never married. 


Each of the 17 children who were old enough to 
attend school prior to death, if a girl, was sent to 
Si. Joseph Convent, Emmitsburg, Md., or the convent 
of the Vivitation, Frederick, Md. The boys were sent 
to Mt. St. Mary‘s, Emmitsburg, Md. 


For more than a century some member of the 
McSherry family was enrolled as a student at one of 
the institutions named at various intervals, the last 
of whom, my three daughters, who have either re- 
ceived or are receiving their education at St. Joseph's 
College or High School. 

My father, William McSherry, Sr., died Jan. 10, 
1899. From the obituary appearing in the Adams 
County Independant January 14, 1899, | quote:— in 
part as follows:— 


“With honors thickly showering upon him and with 
the conscious happiness of having performed all of 
his public duties well and faithfully, he carried to 
the pleasant retirement of private life the unbounded 
confidence of his fellow citizens. As a proof of the 
confidence of his ability and integrity when financial 
distress threatened the Littlestown Savings Institution, 


he was summoned to its aid by accepting the position 


of a director and immediately distrust took flight and 
confidence brought happiness to depositors and citi- 
zens, and it was greatly due to his wise counsel and 
action that the Institution was restored to a sound 
basis. 


No selfish mercinary motives prompted or guided 
him in this undertaking for his relations financially 
with it, were very limited. 

Today, many widows and orphans raise their voices 
and hearts in praise and gratitude for saving to them 
their small earning by his wisdom and counsel.” 


To give a full statement of all the facts of Mr. 
McSherry’s life would include much of the history of 
Adams County for a half century. What has been 
written is but the shortest synopsis. 


“These many public positions held by Mr. McSherry 
came not by his own seeking but were thrust upon 
him as a reward by his fellow citizens, for his faithful, 
intelligent and honorable service.” christian namely:— 
no flowers, no display, a simple and quiet funeral, 
pardon asked for all whom he had offended, forgive- 
ness to all who had offended him. Prayers for the 
rest of his soul’. 


Interment took place in St. Aloysius Cemetery, 
Littlestown. Age 77 years, 8 months, 26 days.” The 
wife of William McSherry, Sr., departed this life Feb. 
27, 1932, and is buried in St. Aloysius Cemetery, 
Littlestown, Pa. 


“His house was known to all the vagrant trade. — 
No home in the County was ‘open to broader hospi- 
tality. Bishops, priests, lawyers, physicians and _ poli- 
ticians often were his guests and the poor tramps, 


worthy and unworthy, never went away empty hand- 
ed.” — 


“His characteristics were charity, mercy, piety and 
compassion.” 


He was prominent in the affairs of the Catholic 
Church throughout his life and in the establishment 
of the Parochial School in Littlestown. 


The funeral took place from his family residence, 
at the end of West King Street, Germany Township, 
Thursday morning. High Mass of Requiem was cele- 
brated by Rev. H. C. Christ of Gettysburg. 


It was Mr. McSherry’s request that no sermon 
should be preached over his mortal remains. Very 
Rev. T. J. Crotty performed the absolution of the 
body and stated the dying request of this venerable 
and humble man. 


THE CONEWAGO VALLEY HISTORIAN 


John Timon Reily was born May 20, 1856, at Mount 
Rock, Adams County, Pennsylvania. He was the 
second of four children born to Lydia Ann (Kuhn) and 
Daniel Reily, whose parents, Bernard and Margaret 
(O’Brien) Reily migrated to America from County 
Donegal, Ireland, in 1811. His father’s death in 186] 
left his mother without the means of sustaining her 
children, the oldest being only seven years old. With 
reluctance she entrusted the care of John Timon to 
her aunt and uncle, Frederick and Mary (Kuhn) Dellone, 
who had a farm near Abbottstown, Pennsylvania. 

This was the beginning of the nomadism which 
overshadowed John T. Reily’s youth with considerable 
psychic consequences. His first taste of formal educat- 


ion was at the Trostle’s Public School-house, where , 





he went two years, until Rev. Francis X. DeNeckere, 
S.J., started a Catholic school at Paradise in 1863. 
About 1869, he lived one year with Noah J. and 
Rose Dellone Bievenoir, and then returned to his 
mother at Mount Rock, where he again attended a 
parochial school. In 1871, he took up residence with 
Peter Smith, whence he was summoned by Father 
DeNeckere to the Conewago Seminary, “in which the 
higher branches were taught something in the order 
of a preparatory school for those who might ‘have a 
vocation for the priesthood.” Here he remained until 
1873 when he met with a severe gunning accident, 
thus abruptly ending his formal schooling. During 
those formative school years in Reily’s life, the only 
constant factor was the atmosphere of rigid Conewago 
Catholicism. To this association he undoubtedly owed 
much of that lifelong habit of pious seriousness and 
affectionate reverence for religious persons, places, 
and things. 


The misdirected shot of a gun marked the turning 
point in young Reily’s life. His weakened physical 
condition precluded at least temporarily his quest 
for the priesthood, but his years of recuperation were 
filled with much preoccupation about his vocation. 
About the time he reached his twenty-sixth year, 
with health improved and intention the same, he 
applied for admission to the Congregation of the 
Holy Redeemer. With resignation he abandoned his 
hopes upon receiving the reply of Rev. T. N. Berger 
C.SS.R.: “Our Rev. F. Provincidl thinks your aget 
rather too far advanced to study”. Years later, without 
resentment, Reily recalled that he “was not worthy to 
be a priest.” 


For a short time after his partial recovery Reily 
clerked at Mount Rock and then entered upon an 
apprenticeship in the HANOVER HERALD printing, 
office. After his accident he no longer played athletic 
games but rather inclined toward solitary study and 
reminiscence. From the beginning he displayed a 
fondness for journalism and delighted in making 
notes, compiling scrapbooks, and having his short 
articles published with a simple “R” undersigned. 
These symptoms of the writer's itch materialized in 
1880 into his first literary attempt, a HISTORY AND 
DIRECTORY OF ADAMS COUNTY. His youthful enter- 
prise, paperbound and overladen with advertisement, 
was successful and contained the promise of its editor 
to publish someday history of the Catholic Church 
in Pennsylvania. 


In August of 1881, Reily went to Martinburg, West 
Virginia, to start a newspaper in partnership with 
A. S. Goulden, a classmate from the Conewago School 
and a graduate from Mt. Mary’s in Emmitsburg, Mary- 
land. In less than two years, the new MARTINSBURG 
HERALD, described as “a weekly family journal, dev- 
oted to home interests, literature and news,” reached 
a circulation of one thousand. Like most people of 
the past century, Reily took his politics seriously. 
He entered into many spirited questions of the day, 
and his journalistic boldness and sincerity soon 
brought him into public notice. After the Republican 
election victory of 1888, he was appointed to the 
part-time political post of deputy post-master at Martin- 
burg, which allowed him to continue his newspaper 
work, 


When John T. Reily moved to West Virginia, he 


took with him the fruits of many years of research. 
Augmented by additional search and correspondence, 
his second book appeared in 1885, and earned for 
him the title of Conewago Historian. He labeled this 
work Conewago, A Collection of Catholic Local Hist- 
ory, Gathered from the Fields of Catholic Missionary 
Labors within Our Reach. 


Two years later an augmented history of the old 
Jesuit mission at Conewago appeared with many 
illustrations and a new title. In 1890, Reily published 
the first volume of “RECOLLECTIONS AND COLLECT- 
ION... IN THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CARDINAL 
GIBBONS.” This bulky collection of articles, speeches, 
and miscellany, lacking systematic arrangement, set 
the norm for the volumes which were to follow with 
slightly varying titles. This first of the impressive con- 
glomeration of local and national items with Cardinal 
James Gibbons as their nucleus was heralded by the 
L. C. B. U. Journal of Philadeiphia as “the greatest 
historical Catholic publication yet issued in this coun- 
try.” In 1892, the second volume was published, al- 
though two ‘other books were issued from Reily’s 
press after the first volume, but included in the series. 


Shortly after Reily arrived in Martinburg, he began 
corresponding with a childhood acquaintance, Miss 
Susan Beckman. Soon their correspondence was super- 
seded by his frequent visits to her home at Conewago, 
culminating in the pronouncement of their nuptial 
vows before Rev. Joseph Enders, S.J., at the old 
Conewago Chapel October 24, 1882. 


After the death of his father-in-law, John Beckman, 
in 1893, Reily, whose term of office as deputy post- 
master had expired, sold the MARTINSBURG HERALD 
and his other personal property and moved to his 
wife’s parental home at Conewago. 


A few weeks later he transferred his family to 
McSherrystown, Pennsylvania, where he started a 
small general store and printing shop. Ever aware 
of the potency of the Press for the preservation of 
facts, he continued his prodigious activity in behalf 
of Catholic history. The illustrious Martin |. J. Griffen 
characterized him as the “most persistent gatherer of 
Catholic historical matter in the country — who 
silently away from the bustle and excitement of a 


big city keeps on ever delving gathering, and print- 
ing.” 


When volume eight of the COLLECTIONS appeared 
in 1903, it was a memorial to Reily’s wife, who 
died on February 20 of that year. Most of its pages 
are verbose attestations of his affections for his “good, 
gentle, saving, hardworking, conscientious, domestic, 
submissive wife and help-mate and the self sacrificing 
mother” who had raised his children. Two years later 
the ninth and final volume of the COLLECTIONS was 
published. It was evident that his wife’s death, in 
addition to his poverty and ill-health, has sapped the 
strength of his formerly vigorous spirit. This last, 
like the rest of his works, ‘however, was impression- 
istic journalism in book form, lacking careful planning, 
thoughtful preparation and meticulous formulation. 


Considering Reily’s continuous suffering with physic- 
al afflictions, the amount of his work seems incredible. 
The physician at Martinsburg, aware of his chronic 
dyspepsia and nervous disorders, had advised re- 
tirement from the newspaper business, while his 
own constant expectancy of death counseled the; 
possession of property in his wife’s name only. 


Some idea of his infirmity can be had from his 
intimate correspondence with Martin I. J. Griffin, who 
was the first to recognize the value of his literary 
endeavors and encourage him accordingly. In 1891, 
he wrote, “l had a very serious attack of a collection 
of gas over the heart last night, had doctor and priest, 
and thought my days were over.” A letter dated 
March 3, 1902, explained: “! wrecked my nervous 
system trying to run a business by putting in every 
spare moment writing and setting up type, jumping 
up 50 times a day for one thing or another — can’t 
even read my paper in peace, and most of all cheated 
myself out of my sleep until now | cannot sleep if 
| try with all my might.” On January 7, 1904, he 
wrote: “I have been sick for several months, and 
not able to do much — all my papers stacked up 
unread — energy entirely gone.” Again, on November 
28 of the following year: “| am not able to read 
or write anything, am suffering with severe nervous 
trouble, eyesight bad, tendency to diabetes. Unin- 
formed of Griffin's death, he wrote on October 25, 
1911: “I am only 55, and a wreck — can’t write 
anything, only wish for a place to rest quietly — so 
hard to find when you are not rightly fixed.” 


In spite of ill health, Reily carried on ‘his grocery 
and printing business at McSherrystown until 1921. 
He then retired and took up residence in Philadelphia 
with his oldest daughter Mrs. Regina Ely. Here he 
remained for the rest of his days. Fortified with the 
last rites of the church, he died on September 16, 
1924, at the age of 67 years. His body was moved 
from Philadelphia on the following day and the 
funeral took place on September 19 from Sacred 
Heart Chapel at Conewago. A Solemn Requiem Mass 
was sung by Rev. Maurice McAlwee, assisted by 
Rev. George L. Rice and Rev. L. A. Reudter. After 
the absclution of the body the mortal remains of 
John T. Reily were laid to rest next to his wife, 
“Susie,” in his beloved Conewago Chapel cemetery. 





MC SHERRY’S TOWN OR “LOTTS” 


What is now McSherrystown, Adams Co., Pa., (long 
the Postoffice of Conewago Chapel; now Edgegrove 
P. O.,) was laid out in 1765 by Patrick McSherry and 
Christian Hoover (Hueber,) on land purchased of the 
Diggeses, “part of ‘Digges’ Choice.’ Hoover either 
sold out all his lots at an early day, before 1775, or 
sold his interest to Patrick McSherry, as his name is 
only found in original deeds and no trace of ground 
rents to be paid to any one except Patrick McSherry, 
his heirs, assigns. According to a list of lot holders 
of 1793, furnished us by Hon. Wm. McSherry, Sr., of 
Littlestown, the legal descendant of Patrick McSherry, 
there were 30 lots of 5 acres each on each side of 
Main Street, making 300 acres in all. In 1783 Patrick 
McSherry is assessed with 100 acres of land in Heidel- 
berg Twp., York Co., from which we infer that many 
lots were still in his possession. 

June 29, 1793. Lot Nos. beginning at Plum Creek, 
South side of Main St. 


1. Jacob Adams, Martin Klunk. 
2. Jacob Adams, Martin Klunk. 
3. Jacob Adams, Martin Klunk, 


4. Y2 lot Jacob Adams, estate of Martin Klunk. 
Yo lot No. 4 Casper Michenfelder, Jacob Adams. Martin 
Klunk purchased farm and lots of Jacob Adams’ 
estate. 


5. Casper Michenfelder, Jacob Adams, extr. of Mar- 
tin Klunk. Joseph Klunk, son of Martin, bought out 
the ground rent of 5 lots in 1856. 


6. Casper Michenfelder, John Koontz Anthony Gin- 
ter; now Fox's property; Matthias Ginter, the Fowlers, 
Burkees, and others were born in this old house. 


7. Casper Michenfelder, John Koontz, Anthony Gin- 
ter, Sr., David Wortz, Edward Fox; this last was the 
ancestor of the Bonneauville and Littlestown Fox 
family. 

8. Jacob Koone 1795, brother of John Kuhn, Sr., 
John Sneeringer. This is the old Kuhn property where 
John Kuhn died and his wife; Miss Mary lived there, 
now Edward Kuhn’‘s. Jacob “Kaler,” Jacob Wortz, 
Andrew Coler (Kohlers.) 


9. Jacob Koone 1795, Widow Eck, John Shriver, 
Esq., Joseph Burkee, |. Lived neighbors to the Kuhns, 
in old house, now St. Patrick’s boys’ school. 

10. Jacob Irwine 1799, David Mellinger, Adam 
Slagle, Trustees of Sisters’ School; now the old part of 
St. Joseph’s convent. 


11. George Reinecker 1790, George Ginter. This was 
Aunt Susie (Adams) Ginter’s property, where Sisters’ 
day school house once stood and alley turned in to 
Sisters’ barn; now Holy Trinity Church, the well be- 
longed old Ginter home. Geo. Reinecker kept a tavern 
there in the beginning of the present century. 

12. George Reinecker 1790, John Lipp, George Gin- 
ter; now Sisters’ vacant lot. 

13. George Reinecker; Anthony Ginter, Jr. 

14. Andrew Smith 1793, Joseph Hildebrand, Joseph 
Burkee, Sr., once lived where St. Patrick’s School is, 
Joseph Burkee, Il was married to Mary, daughter of 
Ignatius Adams; Joseph Burkee, III, is married to Miss 
Mattie Shorb of Littlestown, son Frank, married to 
. Miss Rebecca, daughter of Henry Clunk, the mother 
a Smith, of Bonneauville; and 


15. Frederick Byermaster, Leonard Stump, Widow 
Owings, “Teresa,’—(Kuhn, Married to Robert -Owings, 
father of Eusebius,) now the store property of M. 
Reily’s widow. 

16. Michael Emlet, Widow Stormbaugh; later Owings’ 
place, old store property, now Frank Conrad's. 

17. Michael Emlet, Daniel Oyster; the ancestors of 
the Eysters and Emlets now living in the country, 
German descent. Michael Emlet the father of Henry 
who is married to a daughter of Peter Wolf; Wm., son 
of Henry, now in Hanover. 


18. Leonard Guisler 1793, Daniel Oyster. 

19. Leonard Guisler, Daniel Oyster, Wm. Albright 
Dr. Berluchy, Mark Wortz (now Wirt), John Busbey, 
Esq., (Jacob Adams, John Shriver, John Busbey, were 
Justices:) Lots 19 and 20 were originally together, not 
separated by road as now; now the widow of Joseph 
Jeremiah Johns, Sr. 

Clunk’s property and the Johns’ Tavern Property. 

20. George Ginter, Daniel Oyster, Wm. Albright. 


21 and 22. Leonard Guisler, Daniel Oyster, Wm. 
Albright. 

23. Widow Melhorn, Andrew Melhorn. 

24. Henry Waltman 1792, John Waltman, 

25. and 26. Henry and John Waltman. 

27. Widow Crismer, Paul Drayer, Joseph Krichten, 
John O'Neal. Paul Drayer used to live in old log house 
where Swartz’s aged ladies lived on Church St., and 
made cigar band-boxes and pewter spoons. 

28. Myer, Michael Emlet, Anthony Krichten, Peter 
Majors. Laurie Majors came from Westminster, lived 
in old Chapel houses, and once in old house where V. 
O’Bold’s yard is now. 

29. Gotweiler, George Garty 1788, Adam Oaster. 
Oaster’s was the old tavern stand, marked lot No. 30 
in old parchment deed, old roughcast house where 
Miss Rebecca Hildt lives, built by Michael Overbaugh. 
—Peter Major, Jacob Garber, Henry Herring, Thomas 
Taylor, (colored man, had tin shop, two old colored 
women, Susan and Betz, kept house for him. 

North side of Main Street, from Plum Creek. No’s. 
1, 2 and 3 are vacant. At the lower end is the old 
tenant house of the Sneeringer farm. | believe that in 
the early days of settlement, this was an open bottom 
of heavy timber, and that here somewhere were 
“Digges’ Quarters,” where the slaves had cabins, as 
is seen so much in Maryland and Virginia towns,— 
always in the most undesirable place,—at the out- 
skirts of towns, on the “rock sides.” 


4 & 5. Philip Slentz, Nicholas Slentz, 1792. The old 
house still stands one of the oldest in the town, log- 
frame, built by Philip Slentz and the first Oulebaugh 
(Aulabaugh) settler here. The old houses originally 
had no cellars and no floors,—a few old people still 
living who remember them in this primeval way. 
Philip Slentz came from “Gushahuppa” as the old 
Germans yet call Goshenhoppen in Berks Co. He died 
when Nicholas was only two years old; Nicholas is 
dead about 25 years, and it is said would be 125 
years old were he living, both being near 100 when 
they died. Nicholas died about 1873, and at 90 years, 
would carry his date of birth back to 1790 or before. 
It is a tradition from these ald Slentz’s that when 
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John Busbey, old Mart. 
Klunk blacksmith shop 
Michael Burke 





now 5th st old Cramers 
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Mary Miller 
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Englehart Small potter 
Mrs, Stormbach 

now Stormbach lots* 
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Isaac Wilt hotel now V. O’Bold. 
Kittie Marshall taught school here. 
Abraham Bixler now Edw. Shorb’s 


Chapel Road 
O’Bold farm lane* 


Barbar Ginter 

now vacant lot 

Sally Eagan. Geo. Hagerman 
school M. Magdalene learned mil- 
linery 

Nicholas Ginter 

John Krichten 

Paul Weaver 

(1750 Digges Quarters) 
Nicholas Slentz 

old house standing yet. 


East 


North — —— South 


MAIN ST. 


| 
West 


McSHERRYSTOWN 1840 


On the Hanover road to the left 
was woods; at the bend John Morn- 
ingstar; at the road to pike, Nellie 
Stine; at the late John Weaver's 
was John Shultz, cooper; at tool g. 
G. Hause and S. Hase, Col. at 
Krug’s farm was Wm. Shull. Now 
all being built up. 


At the old Martin Klunk Busbey 
blacksmith shop, now D. C. Smith’s 
store, the road came through 
woods from Chapel; only lane to 
O’Bold’s where is Church st. now. 


Fronting Church st. late M. Reily’s 
store, is where these Collections 
and The Beauties of Mary are now 
printed, Dec. 28, 1898. 


McSherrystown laid out by Pat- 
rick McSherry 1765 in 30 5-acre lots 
each side 30-ft. st. Long a small 
place, Catholic; now 200 houses, 
1000 pop. two churches, schools, 
cigar factories, &c. 


At West end Plum Creek crosses 
road; old Adams Klunk homestead 
where Hanover, Gettysburg and 
Hunterstown roads branch. 


The “Lotts,” 1765 to 1800 “Dig- 
ges’ Choice,” 1727. 


North —— —— South 


West End. 


street railway 
Improvement Land 
Hanover road 


vacant lots 

Oaster, Adam 1 
hotel site, now Hildts 
Krichten, Nicholas 
Strausbaugh, An‘ny 
now Lutheran Church 
John Waltman now 
now Lewis Small 
Patrick Harkins 
teacher & Shoemaker 
vacant lots 

Albright, Wm., now 
then Marcus Wortz 
now Johns hotel 


Littlestown-Frederick 


Eyster, Daniel, 

now widow J. Clunk 
Owings, Euseb, store 
now P. O. & Conrads 
Owings, Joseph 
Reilys & late Dolans 


Burkee, Joseph, 2 
now Joseph 3 

Ginter, Anthony, St. 
now Mat’ias Gin. wid 


vacant lots still yet 
Ginter, George 

now H. T. C. church 
Slagle, Adam, 

now St. Joseph Adad. 


Joseph Burkee 1 
late John Kuhn‘s 


Lane to Gross Mill-17-Wortz’s now 
Menges 





Sister Ann’s school 
Foxes standing yet 
Ginter, Anthony, Sr. 


Only house on Church st., was Teresa Swartz, Adam Leonard built next. 


(as per copy by John Timon Reily) 


Philip left Goshenhoppen settlement, the Indians were 
very troublesome; when the settlers went to mill it 
took them a day and a night to get back, and then had 
to nail the windows and doors shut as the Indians 
would break in and steal such things as they coveted. 
It was always a time of great danger for the women 
and children when the men had to leave home. Old 
Oulebaugh was married to a Weikert. Nicholas Slentz 
was married to a Linard from near Oxford; a sister 
Mary, was married to a Showalter. The old Slentz’s 
had large families; Nicholas had 11 children, all born 
and raised in this old house. Joseph, a son, lived 
adjoining McSherrystown. 


Some went out West; two sons learned the carpenter 
trade with old Adam Slagle, a neighbor, who “put up” 
Conewago Chapel 1787, and used to build the fine 
old Pennsylvania barns. One son learned the trade 
with Wash. Bair at Hanover. One daughter, Eliza, is 
married to John Zinn, and they built a new brick 
house adjoining the old homestead. Nicholas Slentz 
was a wagon-maker, and in later years a post-fence 
maker, working much at Conewago Chapel, being a 
great friend of Fathers De Barth and Lekeu, and of 
Sisters Ann and Agnes, of the old school across the 
way, who were back and forth as neighbors; also of 
Mother Magdalene, whose parents once lived in one 
of the old Slentz houses. Nicholas Slentz was born, 
raised and died in the old house, being seldom away 
from home, and his life covered a period of almost a 
century. Had we known him, what reminiscences could 
have been had. 


6. Nicholas Walter, Sr., 1789, grandfather of the 
late Father Walter of Washington. John Krichten, 
where Henry Rang now lives, Sisters’ house. 

7. Widow Elizabeth Hemler 1793; she was a Krich- 
_ ten. John Krickten. 


8. Leonard Stump, Catherine Pikesmith 1796, Nicho- 
las Kinter. These were the lots now owned by Samuel 
Sneeringer. The Krichtens and Ginters once owned a 
large part of the lower end of McSherrystown from 
what is now the Church property up to Church St. 

9. Philip Slentz, Nicholas Kinter. This was the old 
Brogunier home, destroyed by fire, now George 
Timmins. 


10. Henry Berwiger 1795, Michael Stormbaugh, 
Jacob Oyster, Elizabeth Eagen. This is where Mrs. Eli 
Adams now lives. In the old house once lived a Smith, 
and there Mother Magdalene when a girl learned 
dress-making. The Micheal Stormbaugh was doubtless 
the ancestor of the late Samuel and Joseph Storm- 
baugh. They were not from Lancaster Co., but from 
Westminster, Miss Mary Kuhn says, where a number 
of old Conewago families came from. He was married 
to a Dunkard lady, and.was doubtless a Catholic as 
it is said that if he had had a Catholic wife he could 
have been buried in the Catholic graveyard; he was 
buried at Keagy’s The boys and a sister, who died 
young, became converts through Catholic association, 
and through them the mother turned and is buried at 
Conewago — 

11. Christina Conrad 1792, Henry Barnhardt, Nicho- 
las Kinter, James Poist The old corner property, once 
an old low one-story house, and well late remembered, 
where now is the vacant lot of the M Reily estate, 
corner Main and Church Sts. Henry Reily once owned 
it, and had stones hauled there to build a house and 
retire, but he died. 


12. Joseph Shultz, ——Gurstilwer, Adam Shorb, John 
L. Gubernator, George Rosensteel, George Kelwicks, 
Widow Lilly, Dr. Henry Lilly, Gregory Dellone, Dr. 
Aiken, and others, now Edward Shorb. The old well 
of the Grandfather Shorb is still in the upper yard. 


14, Michael Emlet, Anthony Storm, Isaac Wilt, John 
Aulabaugh. 


15. Joseph Shultz, Michael Emlet, Widow Storm- 
baugh. 


16. Joseph Shultz, John Miller, Michael Emlet, Catha- 
rine Miller. Old Anthony O’Bold had a daughter mar- 
reid to Paul (Poul) Mueller, (Miller); there was an old 
Paul Miller Sacristan at Conewago in Father Pellentz’s 
time, a Paul Miller lived back of Irishtown; the Millers 
were a wealthy family, Germans, and | judge from 
letters of Father Pellentz in which he refers to Paul 
Miller as a prominent assistant in the Mission Church, 
that they either were neighbors, relatives or acquain- 
tances in the old country. The Millers are now scattered 
all over the country. When Catharine Miller died, old 
Mrs. Frederick, lately deceased, was a young girl and 
helped to do the cooking on the day of the funeral. 
Some of the helpers rummaged in an old chest in 
the “Kommer,” sleeping room, and found a stocking 
full of gold and silver coins. Mrs. Frederick told them 
to come out, locked the door, and when the relatives 
returned from Church, took them in and said, “do is 
now’s ghelt; new ocht dafum selvert.” “Here is the 
money; take care of it yourselves.” Old Mr. Frederick 
lived among the Lillys; he was a “tender” when Cone- 
wago Chapel was enlarged 1850-1. 


17. Anthony Weaver 1799. Engel Small, where Wm. 
Poist has his house. 


18. Nicholas Noel, Engel Small. Now Busbey’s; used 
to be an old potter shop there somewhere; two one- 
story log houses with half-doors; like stable doors; a 
pine tree and an old well. | remember it yet as a boy. 


19. Free. 
20. Widow Melhorn 1792. Andrew Melhorn. 
21. Andrew Melhorn. 


22. David Melhorn. These were all vacant lots in my 
time, now all built up 


23. David Melhorn, executors of same, John Johns. 
This was somewhere near old Dr. Hombaugh’s, and 
from that to Conrad Cremer’s old shop and house, 
was vacant. No, the old Postoffice site of Lizzie Wills 
was there, once Martin Klunk’s Blacksmith shop, and 
a busy centre in earlier days, Old Mr. Oaster was born 
there 83 years ago; married there; learned the black- 
smith trade there. In early days the road from the 
Chapel came out there somewhere through the woods. 


24. Peter Overbaugh 1790, Jacob Cupser 1803, An- 
thony Krichten, Jr., John Johns. 
25, 26. Free. 


27, 28. Free. 
29. George Garty 1788. 
30. Michael Overbaugh, Michael Burke. 

Here somewhere was the old Aulabaugh home, but 
perhaps not within the limits of the “Lotts.” If we 
have time, will hunt up the old Aulabaugh deeds, 
and the old Cramer Property. 

This complete story on the Lotts, is a direct quote 
from John T. Reily—Fifth Book. 
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“LOT 7” 


The land on which the Fox property is located at 
the lower end of McSherrystown, was known as Lot 
#7 and was acquainted with the following owners. 

Patrick McSherry, 1763. Said lot was bounded to the 
north by a lot of ground, #8, also owned by Patrick 
McSherry; south by a lot of land owned by Adam M. 
Mab, #6, east by land of Christian Grafft (Groft); 
west by a 33 foot street, running along a certain 
number of lots. 

Further owners were: Henry Smousse, 1765; John 
Line, 1772; Christian Hoover, 1773; Peter Kehler, 1782; 
Casper Michenfelder, 1793; Daniel Bott, 1796; John 
Kuhntz, 1798; Anthony Ginter, 1805; John Lilly, 1835 
(acquired by debt); Adam Slagle, 1835; David Wortz, 
1837; Peter Wortz, 1841; William Klemann, 1842; 
Conrad Fox, 1843; followed by Rudolph Fox and 
Charles Fox, who is the present owner. 





“LOT 30” 


Lot 30, which was originally owned by Patrick Mc 
Sherry, knew the following owners: 

Patrick McSherry, November 3, 1763. This land was 
bounded on the east by Public School House Lot, and 
lands of the heirs of John Hostetter; on the south by 
John Hostetter; on the west by the lands of Ambrose 
Eline and lot of Henry Martin; on the north by Main 
Street, containing 4 acres and 90 perches of land more 
or less. 

It was sold by Patrick McSherry to Andrew Gerst- 
wiler and wife in 1773; purchased by George Gatty 
in 1796; later by Christan Waltman 1797; then to 
John Adam Oaster in 1798; Michael Overbaugh and 
wife bought the land and built a cabin sometime be- 
tween 1851 and 1871; it was then purchased by Lydia 


Gitt and son Daniel, who in turn sold to William Gal- 
lagher in 1871; David Martin purchased same in 1877; 
Rebecca Hilt in 1878; Margaret Kaehler in 1910, who 
is still living on said property with her son Gus (1963). 


MR. McSHERRY’S LITTLE TOWN 


Situated in the Southeastern part of the County, two 
miles west of Hanover, and containing, according to 
the late census 1960, 2,839 inhabitants. Was laid out 
in 1765, by Patrick McSherry and Christian Hoover. 
The town was first called “McSherry’s Town,” or the 
out lots.” This appears in a deed for several of the 
lots from “Patrick McSherry and Cathrine, his wife,” 
to Nicholas Olabaugh, the father of John Aulabaugh, 
(as the name was later written) who was Justice of the 
Peace in the town for many years. This deed bears 
the date May 7, 1791. The “lots” were orignally laid 
out in five acres each, on either side of the Public Road, 
extending about a mile in length, from East to West. 


There were, as nearly as can be ascertained at this 
late date, about sixty lots, thirty on each side of the 
street—thus the whole takes in some three hundred 
acres of land. An annual ground rent of ten shillings 
was reserved and charged on each lot, payable on 
the 18th day of March, yearly. This has long been dis- 
continued. 


The first Justice of the Peace who resided in 
McSherrystown, was Jacob Adams, who lived west of 
Plum Creek, where he carried on blacksmithing also. 
The next were John Schriver and John Aulabaugh. The 
commission of the latter, dated April 30, 1809, was 
issued by Gov. Simon Snyder. He was successively ap- 
pointed up to the adoption of the Constitution of 
1838, and was subsequently elected continuously to 
the time of his decease. John L. Gubernater was also 
appointed Justice of the Peace for a long time, and 
was elected several times after 1838. He died in 
1858. 


The first regular physicians that settled here, were 
Drs. Charles Burlechy and William L. Hombach. 


The first taverns were kept by George Reinecker, 
at the west end of town; Adam Oaster, at the east 
end of town and William Albright in about the center 
of town. 


The first restaurant, of any consequence, was estab- 
lished here by Conrad Fox, at the west end of town, 
about 1860. 


The first blacksmiths who resided here were Nicho- 
las Krichten, and Jacob Adams. The latter was fol- 
lowed in the same shop by Martine Klunk, who had 
been a Blacksmith in the east end of town for a 
number of years, and who was succeeded, by John 
Bushery, Sr., who remained there until he took over 
the Union Hotel in 1843. 


In 1880, McSherrystown had one saddle and har- 
‘ness maker, one barber, one wagon-maker, two 
tailors, one tinner, one cabinet-maker and undertaker, 
three carpenters, three masons, one blacksmith, one 
dyer, two plasterers, three physicians, and one dealer 
in horses and mules, 


Connected with Patrick McSherry in the founding 
of McSherrystown was Christian Hoover, who owned 
a large number of lots in the town, especially in the 
lower end and whose name appears on many of the 
old Conewago deeds as buyer, seller or witness. He 
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signed his name Christian “Hueber.” As early as 1750, 
John and George Hoover owned a large tract of land 
in Mt, Pleasant Township, adjoining tracts of said 
Patrick McSherry. The name Hoover disappears about 
the time of the Revolution, and some of the Hoover 
descendants tell us they went westward, there being 
families of that name around Waynesboro and there 
was a tanner “Huber” in Martinsburg, W. Va., in 1880. 
There were Hoovers around Littlestown; John Hoover 
kept hotel in Hagerstown 100 years ago. The Gettys- 
burg Hubers are of this Hoover family. They came 
from Switzerland to Berks Co., in the early part of the 
last century, spread into Duaphin, Lancaster, York and 
Adams Counties. - 


The oldest parchment deed is 1765, with the name 
of Christian “Howver” printed in, but his name signed 
in German is Christian Hueber. This Huber, (as we now 
call the name,) must have laid out the lots jointly with 
Patrick McSherry, or was one of the original buyers 
of a large part of the “Lots,” as his printed deeds show 
that he made a business of selling land. Some of 
the deeds say that Huber bought of the Digges; one 
of the Hubers (spelled Hoover,) owned a large tract 
of land where the late Peter Smith farm was in Mt. 
Pleasant Township. 


‘ 


Christian Howver (Hueber) of Mt. Pleasant Town- 
ship, sold Lot No.7, 5 acres to Jacob Tryn (spell also 
Trine,) in 1765, bounded by land of Patrick McSherry 
and “Westward by Digges Quarter,” Christian Huber 
holdings from John Digges by grant of 1763. 


In September, 1882, a meeting presided over by 
John L. Gubernator, with John H. Krichten, Secretary, 





voted in favor or incorporation. A petition was pre- 
sented to the commissioners and the borough was 
established. The first election in McSherrystown, was 
held in April 1884, the results were as follows: Samuel 
L. Johns, Burgess; Danied Fink, V. J. Timmins, F. X. 
Smith, Dr. G. L. Rice, John A. Poist, Francis Conrad, 
Councilmen; Emanuel Bunty and Thadeus A. Smith, 
Justices of the Peace; John L. Dougherty, Judge; 
William F. Poist, C. D. Smith, William Mummert, 
Charles Bunty, Lemis Small, J. V. Stambaugh, School 
Directors; E. J. Owings, Michael Sheffer, Jeremiah 
Johns, Auditors; David Martin, Constable. Ambrose 
Eline opposed Burgess Johns, receiving forty-six votes; 
his opponent receiving fifty-one. In 1885 Dr. V. H. 
Lilly was elected Burgess. In October, 1884 the streets 
were paved or macadamized. 


November 14, 1883, Incorporation date. First elec- 
tion, April 5, 1884. Following is a list of Burgesses 
from the date of incorporation: 1884, S. L. Johns; 1885- 
87, V. H. Lilly, M.D.; 1888, V. J. Timmins; 1889, Geo- 
rge L. Rice; 1890, Conrad Cramer; 1891, C. D. Smith; 
1893, James H. Poist; 1897, Joseph M. Lawrence; 1900, 
James H. Poist; 1903, J. M. Groft; 1906, J. Francis 
Yake; 1918, Louis F. Krickten; 1922, H. K. Pfaltzgraph; 
1926, Joseph T. Kernan; 1930, Albert E. Weaver; 1942, 
Richard S. Cratin; 1950, Edgar T. Keffer; 1954, Joseph 
J. Staub; 1962, F. Joseph Sneeringer, Mayor. 


The first election April 5, 1884, was held at the 
public house of Mrs. Elizabeth Johns. James Smith 
acted as constable and Joseph Burkee as Judge and 
Philip Poist and John Krichten as inspectors of the elec- 
tion. 





LEVI ADAMS 
MeSherrystowin’s’ oldest resident. — 96 years — upon the 
occasion ef purchasing the first Bicentennial) Bond. 


“OLDEST RESIDENT” 


The oldest resident of McSherrystown in 1963 is 
Levi J. Adams, age 97. Was born August 18, 1866. 

Levi J. Adams is the son of Thomas |. Adams, born 
August, 1884, died November 6, 1913 at the age of 
69, leaving five children, one of which was Levi J. 
Adams, who married Emma J. Neidererr, November 
22, 1887, they had thirteen children: Stella, Edna, 
Rod, Viola, Ralph, Mary, Gladys, Robert, Rodney, 
Joseph, and Raymond. 

Levi started blacksmithing at the age of 13 years, 
continuing at this trade until the age of 83. He served 
as president of the town council for two terms. His 
wife Emma, died June 2, 1947. 





Borough Officials, 1963. Front row, Left to right: Solicitor 
Ronald Hagarman; Secretary F. Burnell Wagner; Mayor FP. 


Joseply Sneeringer: President George Neidererr: Treasurer 
Robert: Snyder, Viee-President Donald Krepps;  Couneilmen 
Donald Hauscntluck, Raymond Staub and George Siphng. Back 
row, left to right: Policemen Francis Warner, Chief Manuard 
Masemer and Harold Smith: Engineer Win. EL Sees, Jr: 
Councilman Cyril Noel, 


McSHERRYSTOWN’S MAYOR 


F, Joseph Sneeringer assumed the office of the 
first mayor of McSherrystown on January 8, 1962, 
This title previously had been designated as Burgess. 

Mr. Sneeringer was born in Midway (Conewago 
Township) on May 29, 1927, the eldest son of the 
late Edward J. Sneeringer, of Conewago Township, 
and Gertrude Krichten Sneeringer, a native of McSher- 
rystown. 

His grandfather, the late Harry Sneeringer, of Mount 
Pleasant Township, was an accomplished violinist, and 
played his violin with the church choir at St. Joseph's 
Church, Bonneauville, for over forty years. His great- 
grandfather was John S. Sneeringer, who settled in 
Mount Pleasant Township, near Brush Run, in 1866. 
The farm is still in the Sneeringer family. 


Our mayor was graduated from Delone Catholic 
High School, and after serving with the Navy, he 
was employed as a machinist for a number of years. 
In 1948, he was elected as Tax Assessor for the 
Second. Ward, and held this office until 1951. On 
October 1, 1949, he was appointed Sewer Secretary 
in the borough, a position which he still holds. In 
November, 1951, Mr. Sneeringer accepted a position 
as agent for the Prudential Insurance Company, serv- 
ing the people of McSherrystown and _ surrounding 
areas. In. January, 1957, he was promoted to the 
position of Staff Manager of the Gettysburg office, 
with an agency of eight men who service the whole 
of Adams County. He is a graduate of Life Under- 
writers Training Council, and has completed a course 
in management at the Prudential home office in 
Newark, New Jersey. 


Mr. Sneeringer is a member of the Adams County 
Board of Public Assistance, having been appointed 
to this position by Governor George M. Leader in 
1957. In 1961, he served as chairman of the board. 
At present, he is Grand Knight of Knights of Columbus 
Council #2551 of McSherrystown, and is an officer, 
and one of the organizers, of the Father Cyril J. 
Allwein Assembly, Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus. 

Mr. Sneeringer is married to the former Norma 
Yantis, of McSherrystown, who are the parents of 
eight children — Rose Marie, Lawrence, Mary Ann, 
Patricia, Susan, Barbara, John, and David. 





BRUSHTOWN 
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BRUSHTOWN 


Most of the people in Brushtown, either worked on 
the farms in the community or in McSherrystown and 
Hanover. 

Most of the properties contained a half acre or more 
and the owners kept a cow, chicken and hogs, which 
provided them with milk, eggs, butter and meat along 
with the potatoes and corn that they raised on the 
land. Some of them also kept a horse which they 
would use to cultivate the land and also give them 
transportation. It was not uncommon for the men to 
walk to McSherrystown or Hanover to be aft their 
place of employment by six o'clock in the morning 
and then walk home again after they had finished 
their work in the evening. (This certainly fit in with the 
physical fitness of our present day administration.). 

The wages then were from $2.50 per week and up. 
Covering a period from about 1880 on through the 
early 1900's. It was sometime during this period that 
Mr. Levi Adams’ father operated the blacksmith shop 
here and where Mr. Adams learned the blacksmith 
trade. 

In the early 1900's John Belz had operated a milk 
route from his dairy farm delivering milk to Hanover 

and McSherrystown, after which it was operated by 
John P. Rahn, Paul Rahn, Claude Feeser and Charles 
Eyster. In those earlier days the milk was not bottled, 
the customers came to the wagon with a pitcher or 
milk pail and the milk was tapped from a large can 
in the desired amount. 





CREATION OF ADAMS COUNTY 


When a question of greatest importance locally to 
the people of what was then this portion of York 
County arose, namely, the erection ‘of a new county, 
then again to a slight extent became visible the race 
prejudice that had not wholly been eradicated by 
long companionship of misery that visited all the 
people of this country during the Revolution. Toward 
the close of the eighteenth century, as early as 1790, 
it became evident that there must be a new county 
formed. A large and rapidly increasing population 
had already found prosperous and happy homes in 
this southwestern portion of York County, and they 
were without mails, courts, or marts for traffic, except 
to go all the way to the town of York. The question 
was started flor discussion and while all could see the 
imperious necessity for a change in this respect, many 
did not desire to risk the plunge from the sphere of 
the known evils into the regions of the unknown. The 
movement to form a county originated with the Scotch- 
Irish, who largely held possession of the northern por- 
tion of the territory out of which the new county was 
to be formed, and the very light sprinkling of Germans 
and a very few Scotch-Irish. The Dutch did not desire 
to be stricken off into a new county with the Scotch- 
lrish; they believed they would be out-numbered; out- 
voted, and in the end, from foretastes in elections in 
former times in York County, they were apparently 
justified in their apprehensions. The leaders of the 
Scotch-Irish were strong, active and aggressive men; 
at least they were never noted for great diffidence in 
laying claims to their plain and just rights. The leaders 
of the Dutch were slow, solid and, upon even slight 
pretext, stubborn as the granite hills about them. But 
these incongruities were eventually overcome by the 
commanding necessities of the time, and a new county 
was created; called in honor of the then President of 
the United States—Adams County. 


The act of the Legislature creating Adams County 
is of January 22, 1800. It goes without the saying 
that, with the division among the people, it was 
carried through the Legislature successfully by what 
in modern times has come to be called “log rolling; 
that is, by combinations among parties in the Legis- 
lature. (1886) 


The commissioners appointed to run the boundary 
line of the new county were Jacob Spangler, a deputy 
surveyor of York County; Samuel Sloan, deputy sur- 
veyor of Adams County, and William Waugh; they 
fixed upon the following boundary lines; “Beginning 
at the line of Cumberland County where the road from 
Carlisle to Baltimore leads through Trent's Gap; then 
following said road to Binders; thence on a straight 
line to Conewago Creek, Opposite the mouth of 
Abbott’s Run; thence along the line of Manheim and 
Berwick Townships westwardly, until it strikes the 
road leading from Oxford to Hanovertown; and from 
thence a due south course until it strikes the Mary- 
land line; thence along the Maryland line to the line 
of Franklin County; thence along the line of Frank- 
lin and Cumberland Counties to the place of begin- 
ning.” It contains 531 square miles in an area of 
twenty-four by twenty-seven miles. The total acreage 
is 339,133. When the county was formed there was a 
population, as given by the United States census of 
that year of 13,172, including, as the tax-bosks show, 
nine negro slaves. 


NUMBER ONE RESIDENT OF ADAMS COUNTY 


Biography of Former President 
DWIGHT DAVID EISENHOWER 


Dwight D. (David) Eisenhower, was the 34th Presi- 
dent of the United States, and the 14th Republican to 
hold this office since the founding of the Republican 
Party in 1854. 


“Ike” Eisenhower, as he was called by millions of 
Americans and friends all over the world, was born 
in Denison, Texas, October 14, 1890. He was the son 
of David J. and Ida Elizabeth (Stover) Eisenhower. 


He was elected the 34th President of the United 
States November 4, 1952. His election for a second 
term, November 6, 1956, was won by a record popu- 
lar vote of approximately 35.5 million. He carried 41 
of the 48 states, and received 457 electoral votes out 
of a possible 531. 


At the time of his nomination as Republican can- 
didate for the Presidency, July 11, 1952, the then 
General Eisenhower resigned as a Five Star General 
of the Army, thus terminating 41 years of active serv- 
ice in the uniform of the United States Army. He was 
61. 


“Ike” was the third of (7) children, all boys, born 
to David and Ida Eisenhower. One of the brothers, 
Paul, died a few months after birth. The other brothers 
lived and made names for themselves in business, 
education, law military, and government. Dwight 
Eisenhower was born in Texas, but was raised in 
Abilene, Kansas, where his parents moved shortly 
after his birth. 


The Eisenhowers were an average American family 
of modest income. The Eisenhower brothers worked 
at odd jobs to help support the family. The future 
President of the United States worked in an Abilene 
creamery during the summers. He gradutted from 
high school in 1909 with an outstanding academic and 
athletic record. 


Having decided upon a career in the service of 
his country, Dwight Eisenhower took the examinations 
for both the United States Military Academy, and the 
Naval Academy. He ranked first in the Naval Academy 
examination, and second in the Army Academy ex- 
amination. The future General had worked for two 
years and was then too old for the Naval Academy. 
He chose the Army, and began a career that even- 
tually brought him into the White House as President 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Armies. His appoint- 
ment to the U. S. Military Academy came from Re- 
publican Senator J. L. Bristow, of Kansas. He entered 
the Academy July 1, 1911, and graduated four years 
later in the upper third of his class with a commission 
as Second Lieutenant of Infantry. 

Lieutenant Eisenhower was assigned to Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. He met Mamie Geneva Doud at this 
first military assignment, and they were married in 
1916. Their first son, Doud Dwight Eisenhower, was 
born September 24, 1917 and died of scarlet fever on 
January 2, 1921. Their second son, John Sheldon Doud 
Eisenhower, was born in 1922. Like his famous father, 
John Eisenhower attended the U. S. Military Academy 
at West Point, N. Y., and was graduated in 1944. 


The former President's military career was brilliant 


from the beginning as he proved an outstanding ad- 
ministrator and field general. In 1926 he attended the 











HOME ASSOCIATION 
OF 
MC SHERRYSTOWN 


369 NORTH STREET 
PHONE ME 7-6227 


McSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 


President — Ellwood McKonley Secretary — Francis B. Yantis 


Vice-President — Francis Wagaman 
Treasurer — Richard Kiser 
Directors — William Sunbury 
Dale McIntyre 
Duane Rumsey 
Paul Lawrence William Keffer 


Trustees — Rodney Lawrence 


Steward — Melvin Bell 
Auditors — George Detrick 


Bartender — Raymond Becker Francis Lawrence 


famed Army Command and General Staff School, Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas, finishing first among 350 offi- 
cers. 


His military career was steady and impressive as 
he took on varying positions of responsibility, in- 
cluding an assignment in the Philippines on the Staff 
of General Douglas McArthur, 1935-40. During W.W. 
ll, he attracted wide attention, beginning as Chief of 
Staff, Third Army, in 1940-41. From here he was as- 
signed Chief of War Plans Division, War Department 
General Staff, and next Assistant Chief of Staff in 
charge of Operations Division. By mid-1942, he was 
Commanding General of the European Theater, with 
the rank of Lieutenant General. 


November 3, 1942, General Eisenhower was made 
Commander-in-Chief of Allied Forces in North Africa, 
becoming Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary 
Forces, December 1943. 


In the latter capacity he planned the famed “D” 
Day attack for the Normandy Invasion, June 6, 1944. 
He was then a full General, and became a General 
of the Army, December 20, 1944. 


General Eisenhower signed the unconditional sur- 
render terms, ending the war in Europe, May 8, 1945, 
in a schoolhouse in Rheims, France. He was then ap- 
pointed Military Governor of the United States Occu- 
pied Zone in Germany, headquartered at Frankfort. 


He returned to Washington November 19, 1945, as 
successor to Army Chief of Staff General George Mar- 
shall, serving until February 7, 1948. 


General Eisenhower wrote “Crusade in Europe” in 
1948, dedicating it to the Allied Soldier, Sailor, and 
Airmen of W.W. Il. 


As a General of the Army, without assignment, 
private citizen Eisenhower served almost five years 
as President of Columbia University. He resigned to 
become President of the United States, January 20, 
1953; 


During his tenure as University President, Dwight 
Eisenhower made many speeches setting forth his 
views on government and citizenship. He took a leave 
of absence from Columbia. December 16, 1950, to 
bcome the Supreme Allied Commander, Europe. The 
North Atlantic Treaty Nations had specifically re- 
quested General Eisenhower to take this position. 


He returned after a year and a half with NATO to 
accept the Republican nomination as candidate for 
President of the United States. 


When the former President stepped down January 
20, 1961, as the 34th President of the United States, 
he had served eight years as President and attained 
the age of 70, making him the oldest President to 
hold office in the history of the country. 


Former President and Mrs. Eisenhower now live on 
their farm at Gettysburg, Pa. He maintains an office 
at 300 Carlisle Street, Gettysburg, Pa. 


THE LUDWIG SCHREIVER GRANTS 


What is now the Bender farm along the Conewago, 
on Littlestown Road, ad‘oining O’Bold’s Mill and Cone- 
wago Chapel Bottom, belonged to the Shreiver tracts, 
—and the O’Bold mill farm. Ludwig Schreiver, a Ger- 
man, came across the Susquehanna about 1730, and 


paid 100 pairs of shoes for negroes for some of his 
land. John Shreiver was his son, and Peter either a 
son or brother. The Benders are descendants of the 
Shreivers; their mother was a daughter of Joseph 
Heagy, and the farm has never been out of the re- 
lationship. ; 


A history of the family and farm would be interest- 
ing, as they have some old deeds,—three parchments, 
with “great seals.’ The Penn deed is from the “true 
and absolute Proprietaries, and Governors in Chief, 
of the Province of Pennsylvania, and Counties of New- 
castle, Kent and Sussex, on Delaware”, to Ludwig 
Schreiver; the tract is called “Addition,” part of the 
“Manor of Maske;’’ dated December 22, 1772. 


Ludwig Schreiver sold to his son John, June 24, 
1777. The original grant is dated November 18, 1733, 
from Charles, absolute Lord and Proprietor of the 
Province of Maryland and Avalon, to Ludwig Schreiver, 
and called “New Mills,” then in “Mount Charles Town- 
ship, Lancaster Co.;’’ now Mount Pleasant Twp.; ad- 
joining lands of the heirs of Samuel Lilly, Patrick 
McSherry, (McCreary, now Geiselman farm,) Peter 
Schreiver, and Thomas Adams. It was subject to quit- 
rents, and as there is no mention made of “Digges’ 
Choice,” it shows that his claims did not extend West 
of the Conewago as we have seen it so stated in 
some old accounts, and that this was then already 
“improved land.” The witnesses are Robert Owings, 
Ludwig Schreiver, Henry Slagle. Ludwig Schreiver also 
originally owned the Reed farm (now Murran’s) and 
there are various deeds for the sale of smaller tracts, 
so that Schreiver’s grants were not far from 1000 
acres. 


John Miller once owned the Reed farm, but the 
family moved to Ohio. There are deeds from Ludwig 
Scnreiver, of “Mount Charles Twp.’, Lancaster Co., 
to Henry Griffiths, April 19, 1746; James Hamilton, 
Esq., Lieutenant Governor. Also from John Shriver to 
George Spitler. 


John Shriver, our subject was a magistrate in Mt. 
Flecsant Twp. and the tax records of 1799 listed him 
as a gunsmith. He must have been gunsmith, farmer, 
merchant, tinner, and Justice of the Peace. A small 
date book of 20 pages was found where the dates ran 
from 1806 to 1813. Among the names and items 
listed in the book are: John Lilly, Joseph Kupser, 
Samuel Strausbaugh, brass kettle; Brian Bigham, John 
Miller, smooth rifle, 3%., 7 shillings, 6 pence; Joseph 
Hilt, crank for a spinning wheel; Bernart Winder, to 
steck a gun; Geo. Kraul; Philip Staub, 14 bushels 
Indian corn from Ludwig Shriver’s premises. Peter 
McGrathe, Henry Brinkerhooff, Joseph O’Bold, to 
repair gun, 3 s., 6 p.,; Jack John Queen, “pedlar’”’, 1 
pair Holster pistols, 2£, 12 s., 6 p.,; Henry Lilly, shot 
gun 3£, 7 s., 7 p.; Samuel Lilly, cradle 2 s., 8 p., new 
scythes 1 sh., to mend steel trap and coffee mill; 
Henry Barnhart, to repair wooden clock; Joseph Hogge 
(Heagy), John Miller, paid to John McCreary, tax col- 
lector for Mt. Pleasant, 1 s., 11 p.; shot gun for Deo- 
bald Shriver 2 s., 5 p.; oats 2 s., 9 p. a bushel, bacon 
8 pence a lb. 


Father DeBarth names: John Weaver, John Gal- 
lagher, Henry Chambers, John Smith, William Cole, 
William Haar, Joseph Miller, Joseph Clunk, “” to write 
indentures; “Morets Lawrence, Henry Lilly, Michael 
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Sarbaugh, John Hones, Esq., in Md. State, Henry 
Becker, William Little, 2 young pigs, 15 shillings; John 
Lumbert, Henry Eck, Casper Hentzel, Michael Clap- 
saddle, Black Peter, Anthony Little, George Cole, John 
Conrad, Abraham Rife, Henry and Jacob Kuhn, Nicho- 
las Strausbaugh, Paul Drear, to making a spoon 
“mole”. The word “mole” occurs often,—a mould for 
bullets, spoons, as many lead and pewter things were 
home-made. For one quarter of beef, 62 pounds, cost- 
15s. 6p.; Indian corn 4. g p; rhy 6s. 6p.; a half bushel 
flax seed 3 s. 9p; wheat 9s. 4p. Francis Meyers, Jacob 
Martin, Anthony Graydon, John Winrott, John Mouse, 
George Lashel, John Leonard, Joseph Storm. August 
17, 1808, Mr. Depart, (Rev. Louis A. DeBarth) apple 
cutter, door lock, spindle for wool wheel, repairing 
churn, coffee mill, candle sticks, snuffers, riding chair, 
rat traps for his “boy,” repairs to umbrella”, a 
pewter candle stick,, Andrew Shealy, Wm. Maxwell, 
Patrick Dunn, mending cow chain and grinding 
scissors. 


John Shriver leaves memoranda of house and kit- 
chen furniture given to his daughters, Elizabeth and 
Maglalene, both alike, what the Old Germans called 
“oustheik”—bed and bedding, chest of drawers, table, 
chairs, two spinning wheels, kitchen cupboard, iron 
pots, ladles, skimmers, meat fork, frying pan, churn, 
set copper ware, buckets, pails, brass kettle, coffee 
mill, 6 pewter plates and basin, dishes, pothook, 
dough trough, 1 cow and two heifers, Psalm Book, 
looking glass, Dutch oven, “a pan to Bake Joni Cakes.” 


As late as 1824, John Shriver was acting as Justice 
of the Peace in Conewago, now Mt. Pleasant Town- 
ship, Adams County, Pa. 





Schreiver’s Gun Shop 


Evidently there was only one John Shriver in this 
locality who had anything to do with gun making, 
and that is the John Shriver for whom this informa- 
tion has been compiled. It is to be noted that Lancaster 
County is mentioned several places throughout the 
above information. At one time Lancaster County 
covered the entire area of what is now York and 
Adam Counties; later York County was formed. and 
from York County, Adams County was formed. 


COVERED BRIDGES 





THE COVERED BRIDGE 
Anderson M. Scruggs 


Some part of life becomes oblivion; 

Something with roots deep buried in the heart 

of simple folk is lost, as one by one, 

these pioneers of other days depart. 

Only the country folk, whose careless tread 
endears a dusty road, can ever know 

the peaceful, clattering joy of rude planks spread 
above a drowsy creek that gleams below. 


Here was a refuge from the sudden showers 

that swept like moving music o’er field and wood, 
and here cool, tunnelled dark when sultry hours 
danced with white feet beyond the bridge’s hood... 
yet there are soulless men whose hand and brain 
tear down what time will never give again. 


America’s rural past is fast vanishing from the scene 
amid the hustle and bustle of this century. The first 
covered bridge in America was built in southeastern 
Pennsylvania and most of the early bridge builders 
came from the New England States. 


The covered bridge and the old mills were closely 
related, as the mill needed the water power from the 
creek which the farmer had to cross, by means of the 
bridge to have his grain milled. The bridge was known 
by the name of the mill owner or some such landmark 
near-by. 


Today we are in the process of losing one of “our 
three” covered bridges in the Mt Rock-Conewago area. 
A second bridge, the old “Lilly Mill” bridge has al- 
ready been measured and staked out for removal. 
Soon the same thing will happen to the “Blue Spring” 
or Conewago Chapel bridge and then our claim to 
the past will be forever gone. 


In a recent letter from Governor William Scranton 
to Mrs. Earl J. Topper, the governor states he will 
give our covered bridges his “sympathetic attention”. 
The question remains, will he look into it in time? We 
are losing many of our tourists attractions through 
losing our bridges. 


IT IS THE SINCERE WISH OF THE MANAGEMENT 
OF SYLVANIA SHOE MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
THAT SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY FOR THE RESIDENTS 


OF McSHERRYSTOWN CONTINUE ‘TIL THE END OF TIME. 
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Among the old bridges of the township are a few 
which have withstood the ravages of floods and travel. 
In 1825, a wooden bridge was built over the Little 
Conewago at Dellone’s Mill by Henry Eck for $550. 
This bridge was rebuilt in 1860 by Henry Chritzman 
and David Zeigler, Jr., for $889. In 1837, a bridge 
was built at the Kitzmiller Mill by John Camp, for 
$1,690 along the Littlestown-Hanover road. Another 
was built at Rebert’s Mill for $1,500 by John Camp 
in 1839. In 1848 a bridge was built at Blue Spring, 
near the Conewago Chapel, by Adam Slagle for 
$780.00. This bridge was burned to the ground after 
a group of drunken fisherman set it afire in 1899. In 
the same year it was rebuilt and is still standing today. 
A bridge was built by J. M. Pittenturf over the Little 


Conewago at Lilly’s Mill in 1862. This bridge was 


washed away in the flood of 1889 and was rebuilt. 
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McSHERRYSTOWN’S TREE OF LIFE 


It is believed Etienne Brulle was the first white man 
to set foot on the primeval forest of Adams County. 
He was a companion explorer of Champlain and fol- 
lowed the Susquehanna and the Indian trails from 
Canada to Maryland in the winter of 1615. 

McSherrystown was only five to ten miles from the 
main line of travel in 1769. 

The first printing press in York, 1777. 

First Hanover Newspaper called, “Pennsylvanische 
Wochinechrift,” 1797. 

One-third of the 434,373 people in Pennsylvania in 
1790 were German. 

Adams County was formed out of York County in 
1800. 

Before 1800 the spoken languages in this area were 
Penna. German, English and Dutch. The first English 
sermon given in this area was by a Priest from Han- 
over in 1800. 


Vincent O’Bold, farmer, McSherrystown, born Marct 
12, 1827, had the largest interest in the pike from 
McSherrystown to Hanover. He owned over 600 acres 
in the vicinity of McSherrystown, 


In 1835, well known apples were: Redstreak, Cole, 
Early and Oats. 


In 1840, Dr. Hombaugh settled at Jefferson, later 
moving to McSherrystown, where he continued his 
practice. 


Adam Oaster and a man named Hull, went around 
threshing in 1841-42 with one of the first threshing 
machines in use, made at Jefferson, York County, 
Pennsylvania. 


F. X. Smith was born in 1843. He was one of the 
foremost in promoting the interests of McSherrystown. 


In a historical review of 1844, it was recalled that 
area doctors visited patients down to the Maryland 
line, as far East as Stick’s Travern, Jefferson, Spring 
Grove and to the North beyond the Pigeon Hills, into 
Paradise Valley. 


In those days physicians rode horseback and carried 
their medicine in saddle bags. During summer weather 
they traveled in a gig or sulky, with the saddle bags 
dangling under the vehicle. The visit of a doctor or 
preacher was an interesting event to the rural folk. 


In 1844 the population of Hanover Borough was 
1,300 and there were four practicing physicians, Dr. 
Culbertson, Dr. Metzgar, Dr. Hinkle, Dr. O’Neal and in 
McSherrystown, Dr. Hombach. Mercury, Calomel and 
Jalop were the leading drugs used by physicians in 
those days. 


A large number of people were bled periodically. 
It was thought that the system should be thoroughly 
purged every three to six months and that they should 
be “cupped,” a form of letting blood, twice a year. 
If a physician would not practice this method, many 
persons would go to a barber to have the “cupping” 
done when a pint or quart of blood was taken. 


In 1846, McSherrystown contained 25 dwellings. 


During the Battle of Gettysburg, John Little, oper- 
ated the Battlefield Hotel. He was the Great-Grand- 
father of Louise Gebhart. 


Flocks of pigeons often darkened the sky in 1870, 
over McSherrystown. The town was a small place, 
narrow muddy streets, but with a pike being built, 
many young people from Conewago, married and set- 
tled here. 


About 1870, information started to circulate that a 
Protestant Church was about to be organized. 


In 1872, Historian John T. Reilly, suffered a gun shot 
wound which “festered” for ten years. (Quote from 
JaTR:) 


Around 1880, cost of living: Wages range from 75 
cents to $1.50 per day for unskilled labor, and from 
$1.50 to $3.50 per day for skilled mechanics. Money 
was plentiful, at three to six per cent. Rents range in 
towns from $8 to $15 a month. Wheat was bringing 
a dollar a bushel, corn fifty and sixty cents, flour $5 
and $6, store-goods were cheap, muslins and calicoes 
from four to eight cents a yard groceries low, sugar 
4 and 5 cents a pound; provisions reasonable. 
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The McSherrystown-Hanover turnpike was built, it 
included a toll gate and later a skipgate was con- 
structed at the upper end of McSherrystown, to catch 
those who by-passed the toll gate. 

1883, November 14: Before Honorable William 
McClain, President Judge of Court of Quarter Session 
of Adams County, petition of undersigned inhabitants 
of town of McSherrystown, that said town be incor- 
porated as the Borough of McSherrystown. Signed: 
S. L. Johns, Dr. George L: Rice, V. J. Timmins, John L. 
Gubernator and 82 others. 

1884, March 21: Petition was granted and annual 
Borough elections be held at Public House of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Johns. First election to be held Saturday, 
April 5, 1884. Court decreed, Joseph Burkee, Judge 
Philip Poist and John Krichten, Inspectors of Election. 





In 1886, the McSherrystown band played at the 
picnic at Blue Spring grounds. (60 couples on the 
floor) McSherrystown Council sent a petition to Harris- 
burg for a Catholic Church to be built. Vincent O’Bolds’ 
barn burned to the ground, $8,000 loss. 

The foundation for the new Holy Trinity Catholic 
Church was started in 1890. On June 1, of the same 
year, the corner stone was laid. Joseph Eckenrode 
of Hanover was the builder. October 19, 1890, the 
church was dedicated. 

Several houses were damaged in McSherrystown 
during a terrific storm, November 23, 1891. 

In 1892 a Turnpike Company organized to build a 
turnpike from Mt. Rock to McSherrystown. 

Vincent O’Bolds’ barn was rebuilt, June 1, 1887. 

Cigarmakers Union 316 of McSherrystown was or- 
ganized in June, 1890. 

The street railway between Hanover and McSherrys- 
town was started in 1892. 





North Street — Gaslight Era 


February 14, 1893: License and liberty granted to 
Hanover and McSherrystown Street Railway Co., to 
locate and construct a_ street passenger railway 
through and upon North Street to Church Street. 

June 13, 1893: License and liberty granted to 
McSherrystown Water Co., to lay water pipes and 
mains. 


June 20, 1893: Granting permission to Hanover 
Light, Heat and Power Co., to erect and put up in the 
streets and alleys, necessary poles and wires for 
furnishing light by electricity. 


Vincent O’Bold built Hotel O’Bold in Hanover, 1893. 
The street car railway from Hanover to McSherrys- 
town was nearly completed by June 27, 1893. 


In 1901, the McSherrystown Band played the day 
of the departure of the Jesuits from Conewago, May 
Ole 


According to the 1902 Directory of McSherrystown, 
there were seven grocery stores, one being owned 
by the Historian, John T. Reily; McSherrystown Steam 
Fire Engine Co., was equipped with 1 Hook and 
Ladder Wagon, 2 Hose Carriages and 1,200 feet of 
Hose. Membership, 100; There was a public school at 
South and Fourth streets. Bernardine Corrigan, Prin- 
cipal: Mae Kuhn, teacher. High School courses were 
taught in 1899, at this school. Ambrose Eline re- 
ceived his diploma from this school. 


There were fourteen Cigar manufacturers listed. 
They employed most of the towns people in the making 
of cigars, packing, tobacco stripping and box making. 


At this time The Hanover Herald was published 
every Saturday, $1.00 per year. The Evening Herald 
was published every evening, $3.00 per year . 


October 17, 1894: Granted permission to Hanover 
Telephone Co.,-to erect and put up in the streets and 
alleys the necessary poles and wires for the purpose of 
establishing a system of communication by telephone. 


A part of Gen. Coxey’s Army camped on the Gettys- 
burg Battlefield Sunday, passed here today, and 
camped near Hanover, July 16, 1894. 


August, 1895: Telephone wires have been put up 
from Hanover to McSherrystown, Mt. Rock, and Cone- 
wago. 

October 22, 1896: Rev. D. Leo Brand, of Holy Trinity 
Church, has been sick for a week. 


Permission granted McSherrystown Gas Co., the 
right to erect, operate and maintain gas works for 
the manufacture of gas, November 29, 1900. 


Quote from “The Union Advocate,” printed in Mc- 
Sherrystown, Saturday, June 8, 1901, by William 
Anthony Jr.: The People’s Band paraded the streets 
on Tuesday evening, and discoursed some fine music. 
The McSherrystown baseball team will cross bats 
with the Penn Park team of York today, at York; 
William Vinson, the well-known baseball pitcher, has 
reported to Manager Smith of our home team: The 
Bell Telephone Co., is placing their poles in town. The 
poles are brought from eight miles above Gettys- 
burg; Bert Groft, Claude Mattingly and David Willet 
are improving their properties; The homes of T. K. 
Wireman and Charles F. Smith, of this place, were 
brightened last week by the arrival of a nice little 
boy at the former and a bright little girl at the latter; 
Among the interesting features in decorating the 
soldiers’ graves, on Memorial day, at Conewago 
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Chapel, Bonneauville, and New Oxford, was the pres- 
ence of Conewago Drill Squad, under command of 
Capt. Mullhorn. The number of men in full uniform 
was 50, who presented a fine appearance. 


In 1902, the streets were macadamized and the 
alleys were improved. 


The O’Bold homestead adjoining McSherrystown, 
has an interesting history. The ald parchment deed is 
as perfect today, 1902, as the day it was written. 


December 6, 1904, the first Morris chair, the prod- 
uct of the Naill Furniture Company, Hanover, was sold 
at Renaut’s Furniture Store to Jeremiah Johns, of Mc- 
Sherrystown, who presented it to his son Elmer. 


St. Vincent’s Church, was built in 1905, as a mem- 
orial to Vincent O’Bold, by his sister Mrs. Gabriella 
Smith, $45,000. The erection of the building was super- 
intended by C. J. Delone. 





The Old Moose home on Main Street, next to 
Topper’s Barber Shop, was a Hotel, Restaurant and 
Dance Hall, during the period of 1897-1910. It was 
built by James McMaster. 


The first Catholic Church, ‘Holy Trinity,“ was built 
in a corner of St. Joseph’s Academy grounds. A Kin- 
dergarten School was operated on the opposite side 
of the street. A Catholic school for boys was located 
at the lower end of Academy grounds. There was 
also a one and a half story building, used for grade 
school girls. 


Shandfelter’s undertaking establishment was to be 
found where Curt Groft now lives, on Main Street; 
there was a milliner shop at the corner of Main and 
Fourth Streets, operated by Widow Smith; Mike Shaf- 
fer operated a blacksmith shop in the area where 
Joe Smith now lives on Main Street; Frank Building; 
This building housed the Opera House. It was used 
as a Hat factory and a Box factory. Many dances were 
held within its walls. It was located across the street 
from the Violet Rice property; Grocery stores in opera- 
tion at the time, were John Reily’s, Third Street; 
Dominick Smith, where Bennett Bros. are located on 
Main Street; Samuel Small, Main Street; Charles Akins, 
where the bank is now, on Main Street; George Tim- 
mins, Shoe Store, about where the present Timmins 
store is now located. 


In 1906, Hanover Gas Co., received permission to 
lay mains and pipes for supplying gas. 

In 1907, the Street Railway was extended from 
Church Street to Plum Creek. 


Boxing Bouts, December 30, 1913: The first boxing 
show given in McSherrystown for a long time was 
held before about two hundred enthusiastic patrons 
in Union Opera House. The officials at the ring-side 
were F. X. Colgan, referree; and S. J. Eline, time- 
keeper. 


May 1, 1921: By a vote of 149 to 55, the cigar- 
makers of McSherrystown who have been out on a 
strike for the last four weeks, decided to return to 
work at the rates offered them by the manufacturers. 


1931, McSherrystown had a check up on the citizens 
who were born in, and remained, all their lives in 
McSherrystown for 70 years or more. These were: 
Rudolph Fox, William Fink, John Busby, William Krick- 
ten, Lewis Cramer and Lewis Eline. 


Trolley service discontinued on Hanover and Mc- 
Sherrystown Street Railway on January 19, 1932. 


March 2, 1932: The Topper Checker team defeated 
a team from Cashtown, by the score of 26 to 7 in a 
match played at F. V. Topper’s Barber Shop, F. V. 
Topper, Hugh E. Topper, and P. |. Topper vs. Meckley, 
Pepple and Deardorff. 


John Smith caught a huge turtle in Plum Creek, 
south of town, August 30, 1962, about 6:30 p.m. It 
was caught on a set line, large steel hook, baited 
with veal. The weight was 42 pounds. 


September 2, 1962: Bishop Brennan, Dean of the 
Roman Rota, visited The Basilica of The Sacred Heart 
of Jesus of Conewago. He is a priest of the Phila- 
delphia diocese and the first American to be named to 
The Roman Rota. : 


The first teaching Sisters in McSherrystown were 
Sisters Ann and Agnes, who taught about 1835 in a 
long, low frame house at the lower end, now Fox’s. 


The Rudolph Fox property is the old ‘Sisters’ School’ 
property at the lower end of McSherrystown, where 
the first Sisters who came to Conewago taught school, 
about 1835. It was as a very old one-story frame 
house; when it was built is not known, nor by whom, 
but at least around 1775. The deeds all state $500 as 
the price of the property, from which it is inferred that 
the house was there from before 1800. 


Moving of St. Joseph’s Academy Building: Over two- 
thousand tons of brick, plaster, etc., was moved in- 
tact, on rollers by, S. Kress Co., Pittsburgh, Penna., 
June 29, 1908. 


During the encampment of the troops at Chika- 
mauga, Georgia, an epidemic of typhoid fever broke 
out. At this time nurses were very few, and the sold- 
iers took care of each other, thus spreading the dis- 
ease. 


One evening just at dusk a number of Sisters of 
Charity from Emmittsburg, Maryland came into the 
camp to lend their help. It was afterwards described 
by one of the men of Company M, as the most beav- 
tiful sight, to see all the men standing bareheaded 
in reverence to the Sisters who had come to help them. 


Some of the Sisters also died of this dread dis- 
ease. There were more deaths from typhoid than 
actual combat. The epidemic was believed to have 
been caused by the poor and unsanitary conditicns 
and also due to the lack of refrigeration. 
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At one time a “Foot Log” was built along the road 
in the area of Mt. Rock. When the creek rose, and the 
road was flooded, people had to walk on the foot 
log, to keep from sloshing in the mud and water. 


Prior to the building of Hostetters Meeting House, 
the old stone school at Brushtown, was used as their 
meeting place. Hence the cross on the school which 
shows on some maps, of that area. 


The late Pius Wagaman, contractor, bought and re- 
moved the old mill at the Mt. Rock triangle. (Formerly 
the Shriver, Dellone, and O’Bold Mill.) 


A fox chase was held at Hotel Columbus, McSherrys- 
town, February 22, 1905. A squad of mounted horse- 
men and hounds participated. The fox eluded pursuit 
until it had reached Lake Wolf about two miles east 
of Hanover, where it was captured by Albert Neiderer, 
of Mt. Rock. 





Main Street — McSherrystown 


EVENING HERALD 
Friday September 28, 1894 


AN INTERESTING RELIC was shown us this morning 
by Henry Staub. It is a pioneer’s tomahawk which Mr. 
Staub bought for two dollars, at the sale at New 
Oxford last Saturday, of the effects of his father, A. W. 
Staub, formerly of McSherrystown. The tomahawk is 
over five feet in length, and weighs about twelve 
pounds. The head is of highly polished steel and the 
handle of wood, all being hand made. It is over 100 
years old, having been in the Staub family alone for 
almost a century. Mr. Staub plans to keep the relic. 


Miss Catherine (Kitty) Marshall had a hoard of gold 
of approximately $2,600 in $1.00, $2.50, $5.00 and 
$10.00 pieces hidden in two crocks on a ledge in the 
chimney at her one and half story brick home in 
Edge Grove. Upon her death the gold was divided 
among her heirs by her executor C. Dominic Smith. 
Mrs. F. X. Klunk was a niece and she inherited a share 
of the gold. Her son Clarence C. Klunk had a ring 
made from one of the $1.00 gold pieces in 1902, 
which is now in possession of his son Richard F. Klunk. 
Miss Kitty died April 20, 1898. 

THE MCSHERRYSTOWN council in 1888 ordered the 
purchase of 25 coal oil lamps, posts and fixtures to 
light the streets. J. C. Neely, Esq., had been elected 
borough counsel at $20 per year. 





Corner of Second & North Streets Facing Main Street 


Some of the Ginters were hatters and shoemakers. 
They lived in an old house, near where Fox’s now 
live, at the south-western end of town. 


Sam Johns had a cigar factory between the present 
properties of Bob Hart and Harry Wagaman. 


Jerry John’s operated a hotel where the Plaltzgraf 
apartments are located on the corner of Main and 
Third Streets. 


Huskey Lawrence operated a Shoe and Harness 
shop, where Maggie Small now lives. 


Conrad Cramer, father of Lewis Cramer, grand- 
father of Edna Keefer, owned land consisting largely 
of the block between 4th and 5th Streets. He operated 
scales to weigh wagons and supplies, this was the 
site where the Charles Smith property is now located. 
He also operated a wagon shop in the same area. 
The Stone Quarry located on Ridge Avenue, now filled 
and situated opposite Walters Funeral Home, was 
operated by Conrad Cramer. Lime was burned at the 
location by Joseph McMaster, who then lived in Edge- 
grove. 

The boundary of the Pidgeon Hills include Hanover 
at the south end; to the east, beyond the hills is Spring 
Grove and York; at the north end Abbottstown and 
Paradise; to the west McSherrystown, Conewago and 
New Oxford. They are an old Conewago Land Mark, 
so called after an early colonial surveyor named 
Pidgeon. (History of York Co.) 


Collins Cigar Factory, was located on Sixth Street, 
where Pasco’s now live. 


A school was located at the corner of Sixth and 
Main. One of the teachers was Burt McKinney’s father. 
It was made of brick and was situated next to what 
is now Gebhart’s Tavern. A former school at this site 
was built of logs. 


There were two negro families in McSherrystown: 
Reb Fuller lived at the corner of Main and Fifth Streets, 
and the other family lived across the street, on the 
second lot from the corner of Main and Fifth. 


The following was presented by Louise (Lula) Geb- 


hart, McSherrystown: The first speech given by a boy 


in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, McSherrystown, was 
given by Thaddeus Wierman. 
“They tell me | must say a speech, 
And now I'm going to try, 
And do excuse me, | beseech, 
If | should stop to cry, 
And now my speech is done, ‘Goodbye”. 
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A contingent of Adams County Boys, Old Heidel- 
burg) were among the first to arrive at the seige of 
Boston. 


Sam Johns operated a cigar factory back of what 
is now known as the Felix property on Main Street. 
Lewis Eline managed the factory for Mr. Johns. 


In the upper end of McSherrystown, on the south 
side, stands a rough cast house in which lives Miss 
Rebecca Hilt. There is an old parchment deed there 
of November 3, 1773 from Patrick McSherry innkeeper 
... Reily”. 


The property in which Vincent O’Bold lived in 
McSherrystown, was once owned by Anthony Storm, 
who kept a hotel there. (The old house stood in what 
is now the garden of J. T. Kernan). 


From the lower end of McSherrystown, to the old 
mill place, was heavy woodland. It was a noted 
“spooking place.” 


Public school ‘houses in Mt. Rock and McSherrystown 
were built by Edward Feeser. Mr. Ezra G. Topper 
taught at Mt. Rock. 


The upper end and lower end of McSherrystown 
were the oldest parts of its settlement. 


Henry Reily once owned the tract of land from Main 
Street, along the west side of Church Street, McSherrys- 
town. 


The first Waltman settler was a weaver, lived below 
Hanover; was one of the first lot holders in McSherrys- 
town, 


The first Sisters who taught in McSherrystown, used 
the old house standing near Fox’s at the lower end of 
the Academy grounds. 


Jeremiah Johns kept a hotel along the Hanover 
and Littlestown Railroad when it was built, then 
moved to McSherrystown, where his widow later 
operated the Union Hotel. 


Mrs. Lucy Virginia Downs, was the first settler born 
west of the Alleghenies. Mrs. Downs was born near 
Uniontown, Penna., in 1769. 


A fine of one dollar or 12 hours in the Lock-Up, 
for throwing stones or snowballs within the town 
limits. 


A fine of no less than one or more than five dollars, 
or commitment to the Borough Lock-up for carrying 
pistols, knives or sling shots by minors.. Riding or driv- 
ing on the streets or alleys at a rate of speed of more 
than seven miles per hour. May 3, 1884. 


The property where Bennett's Store is now located 
on Main Street, was built by Mary Ann Marshall, 
Grandmother of Gerald F. Smith, son of Dominick 
Smith in 1865. 


Quote from Rupp: “On the main road leading from 
Hanover to Lashel’s tavern, on the turnpike in Cone- 
wago Township, three miles from Hanover, is a small 
village containing 25 dwellings, a store and tavern, 
and a flourishing school of advanced standing under 
the auspices of the Catholics, situated in a fertile 
region of the country. (This was about 1840, the school 
mentioned is the Academy of today, except, at that 
time it was under the direction of the Madames of 
The Sacred Heart, who had succeeded the Sisters of 
Charity of Emmittsburg, Md.) 


Camp Colt, Gettysburg, 1918: Influenza epidemic 
took place at this point, involving a large number of 
the occupants. Several hundred were under treat- 
ment at one time. There were approximately 125 to 
150 deaths. One of the officers at this camp was 
Capt. Dwight D. Eisenhower. 





Wm. McSherry’s Hall — National Hotel 
White Hall, Pa. (Close to Bonneauville) 


WHITE HALL OR RED LANDS 


This is the name given to a postal village in the 
southern part of Mt. Pleasant Township adjoining 
Conewago Township. Close by there was a military 
post standing in 1756, but by whom erected or in 
what cause has not yet been ascertained. The settle- 


“ment of the hamlet dates back to 1860, when the 


Lohrs and Millers located here; a few years later Wil- 
liam McSherry became interested in the location, and 
built a few dwelling houses, and a large business 
building, which subsequently became known as the 
National Hotel. Red Land Post Office was established 
in September, 1866 ‘or 1867, with William A. McSherry 
postmaster. 
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OUR CHURCHES 





SACRED HEART BASILICA 
CONEWAGO CHAPEL 


The spiritual life of most of the residents of Mc 
Sherrystown over the period of one hundred and 
fifty years was intimately connected with the parish 
church of the Sacred Heart and the colonial chapel 
at Conewago, about one mile distant. They were 
members of the congregation. Here they assisted at 
Mass, received the Sacraments, heard the Gospel 
preached, buried their dead and received instruction 
in their faith. The little hill upon which the parish 
church was built was almost exactly in the center 
of a triangle, with McSherrystown, Irishtown and Mt. 
Rock villages at the three corners, each about a mile 
distant from the church. McSherrystown was the last 
of the many parishes cut off from the mother church. 
Holy Trinity chapel was opened in 1889 and Our 
Lady’s Church in McSherrystown in 1901. Among the 
other parishes were St. Joseph’s, Hanover, New Ox- 
ford, Littlestown, Gettysburg, Bonneauville, Paradise, 
Buchanan Valley, Taneytown, York, Carlisle, Loretto, 
Huntington, Latrobe, and numerous mission stations 
that later turned into thriving parishes, not only in 
Pennsylvania, but also in Maryland and even Vir- 
ginia. 


Conewago was a center of the Catholic faith even 
before the,white man appeared on the scene. Jesuit 
missionaries from southern Maryland ministered to 
the Indians in this general vicinity in the late 1600's. 


In the 1720’s the first white settlers arrived. John 
Digges, a Catholic from Maryland, received a grant 
of ten thousand acres from his friend, Lord Baltimore 
in 1727 and he chose this section of what was then 
part of the Maryland colony. Robert Owings, also 
a Catholic, was his surveyor and he too received a 
grant of land from the Calverts. Samuel Lilly, another 
Catholic, arrived from England in 1730 and, hearing 
that Mass was being said at Conewago, settled just 
west of Digges Choice and held extensive tracts of 
land in the region of Irishtown and Mt. Rock. Other 
settlers came from Maryland, both English and Irish, 
and built their homes along or near the Little Cone- 
wago Creek. At this time, the Catholics of Maryland 
were being persecuted for their faith and some of 
them moved to what was known as the “backwoods” 
where they could live in peace and security. Thus 
they became the nucleus of the first Catholic settle- 
ment in Pennsylvania. In the 1730’s the great tide of 
German immigrants passed by on their way to the 
south and west and many of the Catholics dropped 
off and settled around Conewago. Up to this time, 
the Jesuit missionaries visited the little flock and 
said Mass in the home of Robert Owings, whose 
residence was called the “Mass House,” as in Mary- 
land, Mass could be said only in a house. No chapel 
or church could be built or used. This stone dwelling 
is still known as the “Mass House” and was purchased 
recently by the parish so that it can be preserved as 
an historical monument. It replaced a cabin built by 
Owings, where Mass was said by Father Joseph 
Greaton, who in 1734 took up permanent residence in 
Philadelphia and built old St. Joseph’s chapel on 
Willings Alley, near Independence Hall. John T. Reily, 
Cenewago Valley Historian, mentions that Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Sourbier, a centenarian at the time, remembers 
seeing this old cabin when she was a girl. German 
Reformed immigrants in 1735 who built Christ Church 
below Hanover, wrote that they “passed a Mass 
House, built of unhewn logs.” 


The arrival of the German immigrants changed 
the language picture of the new settlement and the 
English Jesuits of Maryland wrote to Germany for 
priests to take care of these new settlers. In 1741, 
Father William Wappeler arrived from Germany 
where he had taught the humanities in Buren College 
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and Munster College in Westphalia. He received a 
gift of one hundred acres of land from John Digges 
at the northeastern corner of Digges Choice at the 
site of the Owing’s Mass House and immediately 
built a long chapel and ‘house. The dispute about 
the ownership of the land had been resolved and 
Conewago was now in the Province of the Penna. 
William Penn, the Quaker, permitted Catholics to 
build chapels as long as they were part of a house 
and to have Mass said in them, the only colony where 
such permission was given until the end of the Revo- 
lutionary War. Besides Conewago, Father Wappeler 
also attended the Catholics in Lancaster and along the 
Codorus Creek and made many journeys to others of 
his scattered flock. His health failing, he returned to 
Germany in 1749. 


His place at Conewago was taken by Father Theo- 
dore Schneider, the German Jesuit who accompanied 
him to America and who was in charge of the German 
Catholics in eastern Pennsylvania, especially in Phila- 
delphia and Goshenhoppen (now Bally) in Berks Coun- 
ty. Before leaving Germany ‘he was Rector Magnificus 
of Heidelberg University. In America he became a 
hardworking missionary, visiting not only his mission 
churches, but his flock situated around the many 
iron ore forges in eastern Pennsylvania. 


He was succeeded n 1753 by Father Sittensberger, 
who traveled under the name of Mathias Manners. 
Five years later Father James Framback arrived and 
took up his residence at Conewago. It was during 
his pastorate that McSherrystown came into being. 
In 1768, the great missionary, Father James Pellentz 
arrived and immediately enlarged the chapel and 
house to accomodate a growing parish and occasion- 
al visiting missionaries. He was a physically well 
built man and covered great distances on horseback. 
We find baptismal records of his in western Pennsyl- 
vania, western Maryland, Port Tobacco in southern 
Maryland, Philadelphia, and the northern reaches of 
the Susquehanna as well as Standing Stone along 
the Juniata and west branch of the Susquehanna. 
He was continually on the go, looking after the spiritu- 
al welfare of his well scattered flock. In 1784, the 
newly appointed Prefect Apostolic, John Carroll, visit- 
ed Father Pellentz at Conewago and found there, a 
thousand members in the parish. It was then deter- 
mined to build a church, since religious freedom was 
now promised in the new nation by its leaders. The 
year following construction began. Field stones were 
collected and from a quarry near East Berlin, sufficient 
stone was carefully cut to face the front of both the 
church and the new rectory, which was made large 
enough to house a number of priests, for Conewago 
had become a mission center for the entire state west 
of the Susquehanna. The log chapel, known both as 
Conewago Chapel and Blue Spring Chapel probably 
stood in front of the present stone church and the ceme- 
tery immediately behind the chapel, for graves are to 
be found under the entire church from the vestibule to 
the apse. Dudley Digges was buried here in 1752. 
His death was the result of a land dispute with the 
Kitzmillers near the site of the old Digges home, now 
occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Sheppard, on 
the old Monacacy Road, now the Littlestown Pike. 
The new church building had to accomodate a large 
congregation and was built in the style ordinarily 
used by the Jesuits, with a gallery around the nave. 





Father Pellentz 


This accounts for the double row of windows on the 
side walls. The debt was not liquidated until the time 
of Father DeBarth, for it was the largest rural church 
in the country. Even today it is the oldest Catholic 
church built of stone, in use in the nation. The same 
time, Father Pellentz chose a new name for his stone 
church—that of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This title 
and devotion was practically unknown and today the 
parish church is renowned as being the first one dedi- 
cated to the Heart of Jesus in the western hemisphere. 


In 1790 John Carroll was appointed Bishop of 
Baltimore, the first in the English speaking new world, 
and the following year called the first national coun- 
cil at which Father Pellentz was named Vicar General 
of the United States. He was offered the parish in 
Philadelphia but asked to remain at Conewago, where 
he died in 1800. 


Among his assistants was the Russian nobleman, 
Prince Demetrius Gallitzin, who was sent to Conewago 
in 1795 immediately after this ordination in Baltimore. 
His father was the ambassador of Catherine the Great 
of Russia to the Hague and his mother the daughter 
of the marshal of the Prussian army under Frederick 
the Great. Among his missions were the newly found- 
ed parish in Taneytown and McGuire Settlement in 
the Alleghenies. In 1799 he moved to what is now 
Loretto and became the apostle of the western part 
of the state. Another priest at Conewago was Father 
Francis Brosius, the tutor of Gallitzin, who succeeded 
Father Pellentz as the pastor in 1800. Four years 
later Father Lewis deBarth, whose brother was a gen- 
eral in the American army, arrived and took charge. 
Bishop Carroll judged him the most capable priest 
in America and when, in 1814, Bishop Egan of Phila- 
delphia died, he was appointed Bishop of that diocese. 
This he refused, prefering to remain in charge of 
Conewago, which he did until 1828, moving to St. 
John’s parish in Baltimore. 
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Lower right — Schoolhouse, now gone 
A second school was where the house on the left stands 


His successor, Father Matthew Lekeu, who had been 
appointed superior of the house in 1822, then became 
pastor and built the Latin schoolhouse which stood in 
front of the church for many years. Here young men 
who desired to enter the Society of Jesus received 
their early training, many of whom became members 
of the Society. 


Another experiment in education had taken place 
within the parish limits some years before. Joseph 
Harent who owned and taught in a school at the foot 
of the Pigeon Hills had to return to his native France 
soon after the turn of the century and he left his 
property in charge of the Sulpitian Fathers in Balti- 
more. He had hardly departed when forty Trappist 
monks and their students arrived at the port of Ballti- 
more from Amsterdam. The Sulpitians sent them to 
the Pigeon Hill school where they remained for a year 
and a half. In 1806, Father Dihlet, another Sulpitian, 
came to Conewago and he, with Father Naget, of 
Baltimore, opened a preparatory seminary for the 
training of young men who wished to become priests 
at the Pigeon Hill farm school. This was the first of 
its kind in America. In 1809 the students were remov- 
ed to Emmittsburg and became the first students at 
Mount St. Mary’s seminary under the direction of 
Father John DuBois. 


In 1847 Father Joseph Enders became the pastor 
and immediately beset about to improve the property. 
In a letter found recently in the Jesuit Archives in 
Rome, he describes in detail what he did. His most 
important work was the addition to the church, which 


had become too small for what was now the largest - 


rural congregation in America, numbering about five 
thousand souls. Preserving the main part of the build- 
ing he added the 80 foot transept and the semicircular 
sanctuary. Since the nave of the church had been 
decorated in 1846, it was necessary to have the new 
part conform. For this purpose he engaged the Aus- 
trian artist, Franz Stecher, to complete the job. Fortun- 
ately, the one chosen was a man of great artistic 
ability and his work, which remains until today, is 
among the finest mural church painting in the coun- 
try. For his theme he took the redemptive work of our 
Saviour, most of it depicted on the ceiling and side 
walls of the transept. On the Gospel side ceiling, he 
depicted the Son of God leaving the Father, on the 
wall beneath he drew the beloved picture of the Son 
becoming man at Bethelehem, on the Epistle wall 
he painted the death of the same Son of God and on 
the ceiling, the return of the Son to the Father. In 


the center dome-like panel, we see the Father present- 
ing the Son to the world as the Sacred Heart, the 
symbol of eternal love. In the sanctuary ceiling he 
reminds us that the Son still lives in the world in the 
Holy Eucharist. He envisions the choirs of angels 
adoring Him in the Host, living in the pyx in the form 
of a golden heart. He also painted the Last Supper 
on the rear wall of the apse, but this work was soon 
destroyed by dampness. In its place, Costaganni, who 
did some of the murals and decoration in the dome 
of the capitol at Washington, painted the apparition 
of the Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary. This was 
first placed on the wall in a frame in 1887 and more 
recently incorporated into the reredos of the main 
altar. Stecher also painted the death of St. Francis 
Xavier, his namesake, in the reredos of the altar 
erected in honor of the great Apostles of the East 
Indies. Fortunately, all this work has been restored 
by a competent artist, Walter Boettcher, in 1962 to 
its original lines and colors. The result is a magni- 
ficently decorated church. 


The first school for the children of the parish was 
opened in McSherrystown and is described elsewhere. 
Other schools were opened in Mt. Rock (1868) and 
Irishtown (1869). In 1893 the Sisters of St. Joseph 
took charge of these, the teachers living at the Aca- 
demy in McSherrystown and driving each day to 
their respective charges. In 1902 Father Halftenmeyer 
had erected a combination stone school and hall and 
built a convent for the Sisters of St. Joseph in Edge 
Grove. This convent was moved to its present loca- 
tion near the school in 1958. In 1932 the three schools 
were combined and the hall was divided into four 
classrooms. The six rooms proving inadequate, three 
more class rooms are to be added in 1963, as the 
school population has grown to over three hundred. 
In 1940, the Delone Catholic High School was built 
with Conewago as one of the member parishes. 


Practically all the children of the congregation 
make use of those modern educational facilities. 


In 1902 the Jesuits left Conewago after a devoted 
service of nearly two centuries. Their missionary work 
was accomplished. Using Conewago as a base of 
operations, they had spread the faith over a great 
portion of the state and neighboring Maryland. They 
overcame tremendous obstacles to attend to the spirit- 
val needs of a widely scattered flock. One of them, 
Father Francis Xavier DeNeckere, is still remembered 
for his holy life. He instituted the renowned Corpus 
Christi processions, which brought thousands of visit- 
ors yearly to participate and pray. He taught in the 
Latin School. He gathered together the Circulating 
Library, of which four hundred volumes are still at 
Conewago. Some of these books are now first editions 
and priceless. Flowers still bedeck his grave near the 
cemetery cross, being placed there by his clients. 
Practically every renowned missionary of the 18th and 
19th centuries, was connected with Conewago. A 
statement from its pastor, “This is a Conewago priest” 
was their only letter of credit. 


Since 1953, a new parish hall, solidly built of 
stone and conforming with the other buildings, has 
been erected; a vestibule has been added to the 
church, the convent has been moved, the church 
decorated and soon an addition to the school will 
make its appearance. The ancient shrine is still an 
active, living parish. 
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Two notable events deserve special mention in the 
recent history of the parish. The first was the 150th 
anniversary of the building of the church, held on May 
30, 1937. There was a field Pontifical Mass celebrated 
by the Most Rev. George L. Leech, Bishop of Harris- 
burg in the presence of Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia and about twenty thousand 
visitors. The day, as many remember it, was extremely 
hot. A pageant, depicting the history of the parish, 
was put on by groups from many parts of the diocese. 

The second notable event took place in 1962 at 
the 175th anniversary of the church building, when the 
Apostolic Delegate, with seven bishops and over a 
hundred priests gathered to proclaim the ancient 
church a Minor Basilica. It had already been conse- 
crated in 1851 by Bishop Francis Kendrick of Phila- 
delphia, but its age, history and beauty deserved the 
highest honor the church could confer upon it. Hence, 
Pope John XXIII raised it to the dignity of a Minor 
Basilica and conferred upon it all the spiritual privi- 
leges enjoyed by St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. The 
canopy called a Pavilion and the staff and belfry 
in the sanctuary are signs of these honors. It is now 
a place of pilgrimage and many groups from along 
the eastern seaboard are finding their way to Cone- 
wago and America’s oldest church of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. 





THE BASILICA OF 
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
OF CONEWAGO PASTORS 


1741 Rev. William Wappeler, S.J. 
1748 Rev. T. Schneider, S.J. 

1753 Rev. Matthias Manners, S.J. 
1758 Rev. James Frambach, S.J. 
1768 Rev. James Pellentz, S.J. 
1800 Rev. Francis X. Brosins 
1804 Rev. Lewis DeBarth 

1812 Rev. Adam Britt, S.J. 

1822 Rev. Matthew Leken, S.J. 
1843 Rev. N. Steinbacher, S.J. 
1846 Rev. Michael Tuffer, S.J. 
1847 Rev. Joseph Enders, S.J. 
1858 Rev. John Cattani, S.J. 
1865 Rev. Simon Dompiere, S.J. 
1866 Rev. A. Charlier, S.J. 

1868 Rev. Burchard Villiger, S.J. 
1869 Rev. |. Bellwalder, S.J. 


1871 Rev. Joseph Enders, S.J. 
1884 Rev. Patrick Forham, S.J. 
1888 Rev. John Mullaly, S.J. 
1891 Rev. Thomas Hayes, S.J. 
1893 Rev. Timothy O’Leary, S.J. 
1898 Rev. Daniel Haugh, S.J. 
1899 Rev. William B. Cowardin, S.J. 
1901 Rev. Hugh Loague 

1902 Rev. E. Haltermeyer 

1909 Rev. Germanus Kohl 

1914 Rev. Charles Koch 

1925 Rev. John O'Donnell 

1947 Rev. Harold Keller 

1953 Rt. Rev. John P. Bolen 


HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
McSherrystown, Pa. 


This was the last church built by the Jesuits of the 
Conewago Missions, in 1889. Father James P. Neale 
was the first pastor, and Father William R. Cowardin 
was ithe last (of the Jesuits). Rev. P. P. Hemler was 
the first secular pastor, January 1900. He later was 
the first pastor of St. Mary’s Church. At the time of 
this picture, Holy Trinity Church building was for 
sale. The land was originally part of “Digges Choice” 
grant in 1727; Patrick McSherry’s “Lotts” in 1765; 
also where Reinecker’s Tavern stood. After that, 
George and Susan (Adams) Ginter had a home there 
until their deaths, around 1880. When Holy Trinity 
was dismantled, the pews and the organ were sold 
to the Catholic Church of Sunbury, Pa.; Mr. S. L. Johns 
bought the lumber and the stained glass windows, 
and the stable was sold to Mr. Mummert, North Street, 
McSherrystown. The land was then returned to the 
Convent. 
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ST. PAUL'S EVAN. LUTHERAN CHURCH 


This article of agreement executed this 12th Day of 
February, A. D. 1892, witnesseth: 


That J. C. Koller, C. M. Stock and D. Schindler, pas- 
tors respectively of the St. Mathews, St. Marks, and 
Third Lutheran Church of Hanover, Pa. hereby agree 
that it is with their consent and encouragement the 
members of the aforesaid respective churches residing 
in the borough of McSherrystown and vicinity, unite 
in the erecting of a Lutheran Church in the aforesaid 
borough of McSherrystown. 


That when the Lutheran people living in McSherrys- 
town and vicinity shall feel able to themselves support 
a pastor, they shall organize themselves into a con- 
gregation, elect a council, apply for membership to 
the Synod of West Pennsylvania, and in all things 
comply with the rules and regulations of the general 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


To the carring out of the items in this agreement 
we, pastors of the Lutheran Churches of Hanover com- 
mittee-men representing the honour. 

Pastors 
J.C. Koller 
C. M. Stock 
Daniel Schindler 
Committee, in trust 
William Menges 
Jeramiah Johns 
George A. Sheely 


A building committee of three assumed the respon- 
sibility of soliciting and erecting the present church 
edifice, namely William Menges, Jeremiah Johns and 
George A. Sheely. The cost of the church was $6,800. 


The Cornerstone of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of 
McSherrystown, Pa. was laid on August 14, 1892. 
At this service there was an address given in English 
by the late Rev. Dr. Valentine of Gettysburg, Pa. and 
by the Rev. Dr. D. J. Haner in German. Pastors of 
Hanover and vicinity were present on this occasion. 
Dr. Valentine laid the cornerstone. 


On Sunday September 24, 1893 the new Lutheran 
Church of McSherrystown, Adams County, Pennsyl- 
vania was dedicated. The services were under direc- 
tion of Rev. C. M. Stock pastor of St. Marks of Hanover, 


Pennsylvania, Visiting pastors assisting in this service 
were from Hanover, Gettysburg, McKnightstown and 
Abbottstown, Pennsylvania. 


The church was dedicated with a debt of $1800. 
The total cost of the church was $6800. A great deal 
of credit was due to the active workers for erecting 
such a roomy, neat, substantial and handsome edifice, 
also to the friends who participated in this fine project. 


After erecting the church the committee worked on 
organizing the church. This was effected on October 8, 
1893. Twenty-nine members present. There are none 
of the original charter members living. 


The church was united with St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church at New Oxford, Pennsylvania and together 
they formed the New Oxford Charge. It was on 
January 28, 1894, at a congregational meeting Rev. 
Ferdinand Hesse was unanimously elected to become 
pastor of the New Oxford Charge. On June 1, 1894 
Rev. Hesse began his work in this new field, living at 
New Oxford, and serving the two churches. 


Prior to the erection and organization of the church 
for a number of years, a Union Sunday School of 
Lutheran’s and Reform’s was held in a school house in 
McSherrystown, Pennsylvania. After work on the 
church was started and inside the church the school 
unanimously voted to change it to a Lutheran Sunday 
School on April 21, 1895. 


On April 1, 1897 the church was free of debt. In 
January 1910 individual Communion Glasses were 
first used. In 1913 the Primary School was built, the 
church auditorium was refrescoed, recarpeted and 
general repairs at a total cost of $3,877. In 1917 the 
pipe organ was installed and the choir loft was built 
at a total cost of $2,150. This was a Moller organ from 
Hagerstown, Maryland, the best at that time. All these 
improvements were made without incurring any in- 
debtedness. 

The church had four pastors during the organiza- 
tion of the church 1893 to 1925 when New Oxford 
and McSherrystown Lutheran Church decided to sepa- 
rate and become independent charges. The four pas- 
tors were Rev. F. Hesse, Rev. G. Lauffer, Rev. C. W. 
Baker and Rev. W. M. Allison. On January 25, 1925 
we became a separate parish 

During 1925-1926 a beautiful six room parsonage 
was erected on a lot adjoining the church. The lot was 
acquired during the pastorate of Rev. C. W. Baker, 
having been donated by Mr. and Mrs. Jacob E. Mel- 
horn, with the stipulation that a yearly interest of 





Dedication of Church — September 24, 1893 
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McSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 


1924 ———_ 1963 


PAST GRAND KNIGHTS 


1924-26 
1927-28 
1929-30 
1931 

1932-33 
1934-35 
1936-37 
1938 

1939-47 
1948-52 
1953-62 
1962 


F. X. Colgan* 
Albert E. Weaver** 
George Hemler* 
Albert E. Weaver 
Earl Krepps 

Hugh E. Topper* 
Ray P. Hemler 
Robert A. Brady 
Bernard |. Noel** 
Francis Yantis 
Bernard I. Noel 

F. Joseph Sneeringer 


* Deceased 


** Past District Deputies 


COUNCIL OFFICERS 1962-63 


Chaplain — Rt. Rev. Patrick F. McGee 
Grand Knight — F. Joseph Sneeringer 
Deputy Grand Knight — Norbert Felix 
Chancellor — Richard Cashen 
Recorder — Jean B. Noel 

Warden — Clyde Sterner 

Financial Secretary — I. M. Staub 
Treasurer — Ray P. Hemler 

Lecturer — Thomas A. Livelsberger 
Advocate — J. Francis Yake 


Guards — John Folmer 
Walter Zimmer 
Roger Sanders 


Trustees — Francis Murren 
George B. Neidererr 
David Baker 


COUNCIL 





HOME ASSOCIATION DIRECTORS 


President — Joseph Weaver 
Vice-President — Raymond Wagaman 
Secretary — Norbert Felix 
Treasurer— I, M. Staub 
Directors — John Folmer 

Robert Gebhart 


George Neidererr 
Jean B. Noel 
Roger Sanders 

Earl Small 
Arlington Spangler 


Auditors — F. Joseph Sneeringer 
Clyde Sterner 
David Baker 
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Upon the death of Mr. Jacob Melhorn July 27, 1929 
the deed to the parsonage became the property of the 
church. 


The Steeple of the church was struck by lightning in 
the summer of 1927 and again in 1928. There was no 
serious damage and the loss was covered by in- 
surance. On April 1, 1926 the Rev. Walter D. Guss, 
became the first pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
of McSherrystown, Pennsylvania since the separation 
from the New Oxford charge. During his pastorate the 
first “Daily Vacation Bible School” was organized, it 
was during Rev. Guss’s pastorate the first “Women’s 
Missionary. Society” of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
McSherrystown, Pennsylvania, was organized January 
5, 1927 with eight persons present. — 


While Rev. H. J. Crouse was pastor 1933-1937 the 
church auditorium was renovated, the chancel and 
sanctuary changed, alter, cross and vases were pre- 
sented. A new carpet was laid and a new heating 
system installed. The aforesaid mentioned were dedi- 
cated with services May 9, to 13, 1937. The “Pastor's 
Aid Society” was organized June 2, 1935 the Rev. 
Crouse pastor. 


During Rev. Senft’s pastorate the parsonage debt 
was reduced and general repairs made to the build- 
ings, alter candles used, choir lighting and the “Com- 
mon Service,” was adopted. In 1943 during Rev. Senft's 
Ministry we celebrated a fiftieth anniversary service 
October 3, 1943 and October 10, 1943. At this time 
former pastors returned and preached, and greetings 
were sent from those who could not attend. Property 
debt on church and parsonage was cleared in 1944. 


During Rev. E. K. Stipe and Rev. H. W. Bock’s pas- 
torates, our church was dreaming of a future edu- 
cational center and larger facilities for our Sunday 
School. A very definite step was taken in January 
1949 when a building fund was established. 


In 1953, a bequest from Ellen K. Little, a Charter 
member. of the church and a resident of McSherrys- 
town bequeathed the sum of $1000, to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church of McSherrystown, Pennsylvania for 
a building fund. 


At a congregational meeting held February 23, 
1958 the church council was authorized to secure an 
architect, decide on plans, appoint necessary com- 
mittees and secure bids for the cost to be near $36,000. 
At the beginning of our project we had a total of 
$5,203.99 as of September 1, 1958. 


U. H. Mecke, General Contractor got the contract 
for $38,900. J. Alfred Hamme and Associates, York, 
Pennsylvania were the Architects. “A ground breaking 
service’ was conducted August 17, 1958. From Sep- 
tember 1, 1958 to May 1, 1959 we had contributions 
to the amount of $2,778.48. 


The “Dedication Services,” for this fine and much 
needed “Education and Fellowship Facilities,” of the 
church were held May 10, 1959 at 10:15 a.m. and 
May 12, at 8:00 p.m., May 14, 8:00 p. m., May 17 
10:15 a.m., and May 17th. at 3:00 p.m. there was a 
“Home Coming Service.” At the “Home Coming Serv- 
ice’ the message was delivered by Rev. Elwood Leister 
a ministerial son. of St. Paul’s McSherrystown, Pa. Dr. 
George E. Bowersox was the pastor during this build- 
ing and dedication project. We, the people of St. 
Paul’s owe most of the credit for the fine cooperation 


and splendid manner in which the whole thing was 
planned and conducted, to our pastor Dr. George 
E. Bowersox. 


Mr. William Myers, the oldest living member of St. 
Paul’s McSherrystown broke the ground for this fine 
building on August 17, 1958. Now we have new age 
group rooms, kitchens, Pastor’s Study and choir room. 
Many of the necessary items needed in these rooms 
were, either sponsored or given as memorial gifts. 


The members of the council during the building 
period of 1958-1959 were: 


Edger Leister 
Lester Strevig 
Paul Null 
Henry Conner 
Wilbur |. Rebert 
Rodger Leister 


Walter Little 

_ Roy Swisher 
Franklin Purrington 
Ford Heavener 
John Menges 
Harold Crawford 


The building committee was: 
Walter Little 
Ford Heavener 


Norman Bowmen 
Rodger Leister 
Pau! Wildasin 


There were three committees named: Fund Appeal, 
Furnishing and Dedication. The Dedication Committee 
had as its general chairman Edgar Leister. The sub 
committees under “Dedication,” were Program and 
Speakers, Music, Invitations and Hospitality. 

Special mention is given to Dr. and Mrs. D. Luther 
Beegle and Mr. and Mrs. John D. Acker, owners of 
property joining ours to the west who conveyed to 
St. Paul’s a narrow wedge of land to adjust our 
property line. 





Sunday Morning at Saint Paul’s 


At present we have 394 Baptized members, 300 
Confirmed members, and 270 Communing members. 


The only mininsterial son of our congregation is the 
Rev. Elwood Leister, who is preaching at Wheeling, 
W. Va. He is the son of Edgar Leister, Hanover, 
Pennsylvania. 


The Pastor’s who have served St. Paul’s are as 
follows: 


The fev. Ferdinand esse =. eer oes 1894-1903 
The Rev. George N. Lauffer D. D. ----------- 1903-1910 
The Rev. Charles W. Baker D. D. __-_----- 1911-1918 


FRANCIS E. KLUNK 


ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
“Lighting a Specialty” 
WIRING 
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ELECTRICAL HEATING CONTRACTOR 
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For Free Estimates Call 
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CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR BICENTENNIAL 


FROM 


AMALGAMATED CLOTHING WORKERS 
OF AMERICA 


LOCAL 420 


HANOVER, PA. 





The Rev. Wilbur MM; Allison... --= 1918-1925 


ThepReve Walter, D. GUSSi. = 1926-1933 
TheDREV Ee HOO: I. CrOUSE.. 1933-1937 
Theakév. c= enilip ent me ee 1937-1945 
The Rev. cEdword Ke Silpes. 2s. ae 1945-1947 
The Rev, Howard W: Bocki 7 =e 1948-1951 
The Rev. George E. Bowersox D. D. _---.--..--- 1951-1961 


The Rev. George E. Bowersox D. D. vice pastor June 
1, 1961 to January 1, 1962, the Rev. J. Earl Reed 
1962. 

We the members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
McSherrystown, Pennsylvania feel we have held high 
the light of the Lutherans in this small community, 
surrounded on all sides by members and friends of 
the Catholic faith. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Mrs. Jessie M. (Bowman) Little 

Member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
McSherrystown, Pennsylvania 

Since October 1919 

Victor L. Gouker 

George M. Deatrick, Sr. 

Lester B. Strvig, Lay Pres. 

Lloyd J. Barner Secretary to the church council 





THE ANNUNCIATION 
of the 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: CHURCH 


Prior to 1890, Catholicism in McSherrystown was 
nurtured by the area cradle of Catholicity, Conewago, 
where Sacred Heart Basilica now stands as a memorial 
to the work of the early Jesuit fathers and their suc- 
cessors. 


The first Roman Catholic Church in McSherrystown 
was built in 1890 and was known as Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church, the cornerstone having been laid on 
Trinity Sunday of that year. It was erected on land 
owned by St. Joseph’s Academy at the corner of Main 
and First Streets at a cost of approximately $8,000.00, 
and was reported to have a seating capacity of six 
hundred. On October 19, 1890, Bishop Thomas Mc 
Govern dedicated Holy Trinity Church. The Church, a 


mission, was served by Jesuit priests from Conewago 
Chapel, the first of whom was the Reverend Thomas 
Hayes, S.J. His successors were the Reverend Fathers 
P. Neal, Brandt, Noel, Athanbaugh, and Cowardin. 
The Reverend Father William B. Cowardin was in 
charge when the Jesuits turned the parish over to the 
Diocese of Harrisburg in 1901. 


The Revered Pius P. Hemler went to McSherrystown 
in 1897, the first secular priest to serve the town. He 
roomed in the loft of the church until 1900 when, 
owing to the increase in the parish, St. Mary’s Church 
and rectory were erected. The annual report of Father 
Hemler to the Diocese of Harrisburg in 1898 listed 198 
families and 1075 souls in the parish. In 1900, 275 
families and 1400 parishioners were recorded. 


The church and rectory were built upon land donat- 
ed by Joseph and Samuel. Stambaugh. The total cost 
of the church and rectory was $41,982.47. On January 
30 and 31, 1901, Father Hemler held a housewarming 
at the rectory. The church known as St. Mary’s Church 
was consecrated June 2, 1901 before an audience of 
approximately 1000 persons by His Excellency, The 
Most Reverend John W. Shanahan, D.D., Bishop of 
Harrisburg. A newspaper account headed “McSherrys- 
town’s Splendid New Edifice Consecrated to Divine 
Worship” stated that “Bishop Shanahan, in a short 
address, paid a glowing tribute to Rev. Father P. P. 
Hemler, the pastor of the new church, for his indomit- 
able pluck and excellent management in the construct- 
ion of the building. In conclusion he gave a very int- 
eresting description of the work accomplished by the 
Jesuits at Conewago Chapel who left today for other 
fields of labor. Bishop Shanahan preached in St. 
Mary’s Church at the evening services to a very large 
congregation and under the lights of the numerous 
electric lamps the beauty of the interior appeared to 
still greater advantage than during the day. By general 
Consent, the new church was declared a model of 
attractiveness and comfort.” 


The first wedding recorded was the James Conrad— 
Regina Krichten marriage on June 4, 1901 with Robert 
Hart and Catherine Smith as witnesses. The first bap- 
tism was that of Francis (Jake) Wierman and the first 
funeral that of John Siegfried on July 1. On June 9, 
the first Sunday following the Church dedication, the 
Reverend Martin Steffy, newly ordained priest, cele- 
brated his first Holy Mass in St. Mary‘s Church. 

On four acres of land purchased by Father Hemler 
from Henry S. Noel at a cost of $700.00, St. Mary’s 
Cemetery was laid out. Father Hemler died June 29, 
1906 and was among the first to be interested in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. 


Father Hemler was succeeded by the Reverend Dr. 
L. Augustus Reudter who served as pastor until his 
death in October, 1934. Father Reudter who was born 
in Metz, Alsace, on June 20, 1863, migrated to the 
United States in 1880. A graduate chemist, he found 
employment in New York. In 1885, the same year he 
became a naturalized citizen, he entered Mt. St. Mary’s 
College, Emmitsburg, Maryland. He was ordained to 
the priesthood in 1892. 


Father Reudter’s pastorate in McSherrystown wit- 
nessed the erection of a school in 1907; the formation 
of St. Mary’s Branch of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
an organization to assist the needy, in 1911; the pur- 
chase of an athletic field of 934 acres in 1914 as well 
as the organization of St. Mary’s Social Clubs for Boys 
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St. Mary’s Church, Rectory and School (before 1838) 


and Girls and the development ‘of the Holy Name 
Society and of the Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality; im- 
provements to the church during the 1920-24 period 
particularly the placing of marble altars, refrescoing 
the church, and the addition of memorial windows; 
the purchase of additional cemetery land in 1930; and 
an addition to St. Mary’s School in 1931 to accomodate 
central high school students. It was reported that for 
Father Reudter’s funeral, “every seat in beautiful St. 
Mary’s Church was occupied, and persons stood at 
every entrance. Along the streets leading from the 
church to St Mary’s Cemetery, hundreds more, many 
of whom were unable to gain admission to the church, 
waited for more than an hour to view the funeral 
cortege. Business places were closed during the hours 
of the funeral.” 


The Reverend John F. O'Donnell, longtime pastor of 
Conewago Chapel, was named to succeed Father 
Reudter. However, Father O’Donnell longed for the 
comparative peace and quiet of the chapel to which 
he returned in December, 1934 when the Reverend 
Joseph N. Whalen was appointd pastor at McSherrys- 
town. Because of the ill health of Father Whalen, he 
was replaced in April of 1936 by the Reverend Fran- 
cis X,. Feeser. 


In 1938, the present pastor, the Right Reverend 
Patrick Francis McGee, assumed the McSherrystown 
charge. His first assignment to this church was as an 
assistant pastor following his ordination to the holy 
priesthood which took place December 14, 1912, Mon- 
signior McGee also served as chaplain at Mont Alto, 
military chaplain to the Armed Forces during World 
War |, assistant pastor to Assumption Church, Lancas- 
ter, and St. Patrick’s Church,, York, pastor of St. 
Joseph’s Church, Dallastown, and rector of St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, Harrisburg. In 1942, the rank of Domestic 
Prelate was conferred on him by the late Pope Pius 
XII. Monsignor McGee has also served in the following 
diocesan capacities: synodal examiner, diocesan con- 
sultor, member of the building committee, examiner of 
clergy, and Vicar Forane of Adams County Deanery. 


Monsigor McGee guided the rebuilding of the parish 
elementary school which reopened in 1939 following 
a destructive fire, the erection of Delone Catholic High 
School the following year in addition to numerous im- 
provements, the planning of a parish convent for 
Sisters of Saint Joseph teaching in the parish school, 
and the renovation of the church in 1954. 


A renewal program during the past two years pro- 
vided a rebuilt organ, a change to oil heating of parish 
buildings, extensive painting of the exterior of the 
church, releading of stained glass windows (consider- 
ed particularly noteworthy is a circular window repre- 
senting The Last Judgment above the organ in the 
choirloft), the replacement of two confessionals in the 
rear of the church, and the acquisition of additional 
parking area as a convenience to the parishoners 
whose cars have long since replaced the horse and 
buggy and even the “shoe-sole express’ mode of trans- 
portation of earlier congregations. 


On November 11, 1962, members of the parish paid 
tribute to Monsignor McGee as they celebrated with 
him the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination as a 
priest. In marking the anniversary, Monsignor McGee 
was celebrant of a solemn thigh Mass in the parish 
church which is now known a’ Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church. 


The parish census at the close of 1962 listed 3,088 
souls and 845 families. 


Currently serving the parish in addition to Monsi- 
gnor McGee are the Reverend Richard Hartnett, and 
the Reverend Thomas Lawler, assistant pastors, and 
the Reverend William R. Lyons, principal of Delone 
Catholic High School, who is in residence in the parish. 


Present parish organizations include Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, Young Adults, Holy Name Society for men 
and boys, St. Vincent de Paul Society, Blessed Virgin 
Mary Sodality for single girls and women, Archcon- 
fraternity of the Passion for married women, Annunci- 
ation Parish Council of Catholic Women for all girls 
and women of the parish, plus religious-social clubs 
operating within the parish such as Daughters of Isa- 
bella and Knights of Columbus. 


The parish boasts many sons and daughters serving 
the Church in various religious communities and as 
members of the diocesan clergy. Among native sons in 
the priesthood are Reverend Philip Colgan, O.S.A., 
Reverend Anthony L. Topper, Reverend Leo J. Krich- 
ten, Monsignor Roy C. Keffer, Reverend Peter Hufnagle, 
O.S.A., Reverend Harry A. Wierman, O.S.A., Monsi- 
gnor Francis L. Conrad, Reverend Robert V. Lawrence, 
O.S.A., Reverend Joseph Keffer, O.S.A., Reverend 
Lawrence R. Overbaugh, Reverend Thomas J.. Hemler, 
Reverend Cyril Smith, O.S.A., Reverend Robert Hemler, 
O.S.A., and Reverend Hugh A. Overbaugh. 





Sunday Morning at Saint Mary’s 
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St. JOSEPH’S ACADEMY 


The Sisters of Charity opened a school in McSherrys- 
town in June 1834, “They were from St. Joseph's, 
Emmitsburg, and the school was dedicated to St. John 
the Baptist. 


This school and also the Academy founded here by 
the same Sisters prospered until 1840 when both were 
destroyed by fire. Later the house was rebuilt by the 
Trustees and it, with five acres of ground was bought 
by the LADIES OF THE SACRED HEART IN 1842. Bishop 
Kenrick thus noted the fact: 


“May the eighth day . . . (1842) At the beginning 
of the month, the Nuns of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus opened as convent in McSherrystown, near Cone- 
wago. The Lady Gallitzine founded this convent: that 
is, Father Lekeu, S. J., transferred to her the house 
and lands formerly occupied by the Sisters of Charity.” 


The school was reopened almost immediately after 
the transfer, having the “Courses, system, efc., as 
usual for the Ladies of the Sacred Heart. . . . At the 
end of the year 1843, the school had 80 pupils, 30 
of whom were boarders. So unprecendented had been 
the increase in registration, that Madame Gallitzine 
made plans for additional buildings: Our little house 
here,” she says in a letter written from McSherrystown 
(October 8, 1843)” succeeds very well. The attendance 
has so far increased that | am now forced to build to 
accommodate all the students who promise to come. 
They report to me half a dozen from Philadelphia.” 
The Ladies of the Sacred Heart continued the school 
here until 1851, when they left and located at Eden 
Hall, near Philadelphia. 


This is an excerpt from STANDARD BEARERS Sister 
Maria Alma, |. H. M. 1928. 





A few years later, May, 1854, while most of Amer- 
ica was still pioneer land, Mother Saint John Fournier 
came from Philadelphia to found a novitiate and 
academy on the same site. With little more than her 
staunch faith, her valiant courage and the support 
of her heroic Sisters, Mother incorporated her founda- 
tion in September, 1854, “McSherrystown Novitate 
and Academy of St. Joseph.” 


For over one hundred years the Sisters of St. Joseph 
have labored uninterruptedly in the McSherrystown 
Academy to build a Catholic culture surpassed only by 
the faith and fortitude of their foundress. Thus St. 
Joseph’s Academy, one of the oldest institutions of its 
kind in Pennsylvania, has sunk educational roots deep 
into the traditions of this eminently Catholic region of 
historic Conewago fame. 


Growth and progress demand expansion; thus it 
was in 1884, as McSherrystown was incorporated as 
a borough, marked by paved roads and lighted streets, 
the new academy building rose to grace the town. 
The sturdy three-story brick structure housed then, 
as it does today, parlors, music room, library, dining 
hall, classrooms, dormitories, recreation rooms and 
chapel. Hence school life, with all its indoor activities, 
has been carried on through the years under one roof 
—a good roof, over a solid foundation. Its more than 
a thousand graduates have been represented in every 
walk of life open to Catholic womanhood. The spirit 
of sacrifice has inspired not a few to join the ranks 
of His chosen followers in the Religious Life. Moreover, 
many non-Catholic students have acquired the train- 
ing in the finer things of life within its walls. 







Burkee Grocery — 1863 





BURKEE’S GROCERY 


200 MAIN STREET 


McSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 


“ONE STOP SHOPPING” 


Sunday, May 9, 1954 was Centenary Day at Saint 
Joseph’s Academy, McSherrystown, Pennsylvania. To 
commemorate the founding of the present academy 
by the Sisters of Saint Joseph, the Most Reverend 
George L. Leech, D.D., J.C.D., Bishop of Harrisburg, 
offered a Pontifical Mass of Thanksgiving in the Acad- 
emy Chapel on that morning. Many loyal alumnae 
members, noting the Golden Jubilee of their organiza- 
tion, joined the Sisters and students in this Mass of 
Thanksgiving—Thanksgiving to God for the countless 
blessings bestowed on their school. 


A representative number of students have re- 
mained close to their school by long years of devoted 
service to the activity of their Alumnae, In recent 
years they have given substantial aid in the modern- 
ization of the facilities of the Academy, some of which 
are as old as the school itself. But the faculty jealously 
guards the ancient spirit of simplicity and homelike- 
ness so characteristic of the early days of St. Joseph’s. 


With triple accrediting—Middle States, Common- 
wealth of Pennsylania, and the Catholic University of 
America, the academy is fully equipped to give the 
modern young lady a well-rounded education, pre- 
paratory to any educational plans she may have in 
the future. Over and above, she imbibes a convent- 
school training which is synonymous, even in this day 
and age, with the highest and best that modern edv- 
cation can offer. Facilities for the younger children 
are equally good-girls from pre-school through eighth 
grade, and boys through the sixth. Day students have 
every educational advantage offered to those in resi- 
dence. 


The academy has been singularly blessed through 
the years with able administrators—Mother M. St. 
John, Mother M, Magdalen, Mother Ignatius, Mother 
Sacred Heart, Mother M. Genevieve, Mother M. St. 
Ignatius, Mother M. St. Thomas, Mother M. Marcelline, 
Mothér M. Perpetua, Mother M. Elizabeth, and its 
present superior, Mother Miriam Loretta. The spiritual 
enrichment of both Sisters and students was, in the 
early days, under the care of the Conewago Jesuits. 
For more than fifty years, however, St. Joseph's is an 
integral part of Annunciation Parish, McSherrystown, 
whose present pastor, the Rt. Rev. Monsignor McGee, 
is one of its most valued friends. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF MCSHERRYSTOWN AND 
CONEWAGO TOWNSHIP 


Free public schools were mandated by the common 
school law of 1834. Adams County Commissioners and 
School Directors met in convention to implement the 
public school system in the county. Seven townships 
accepted and planned for schools. Conewago Town- 


ship, with other remaining townships, accepted the 
law in 1842. 


The winter of 1841-2 was the first public school sys- 
tem in McSherrystown; Henry Hays taught in O’Bold’s 
school-house, an old one-story brick house at lower. 
end of Second Street. 





Former Public Schoo! House 
South and Fourth Streets 


The County Superintendency was created by the 
public law of 1854, and the first Superintendent was 
David Wills, elected June 5, 1854. 

The record of where and when the first schools were 
built is nil. The County Superintendent Statistical Re- 
port for 1867 is as follows: 


Number of schools, four; number of months in term, 
five; salary per month, $27.00; enrollment, boys 146, 
girls 57. 


He reports that furniture was generally plain in 
style and of poor quality, some of it was even posi- 
tively bad and injurious, consisting of a smokey stove 
and rusty battered pipe, rough boards and _ slabs 
in lieu of desks, arranged around the walls for the 
larger pupils and high slab benches without backs 
for the younger pupils. 





Conewago Township Elementary School 
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McSherrystown Borough School was formed from 
Conewago Township in 1884. The school was situated 
where Sixth Street now crosses Main Street. It was a 
one story brick building and was in operation until 
1895. 


The Sixth Street building was replaced by a new 
two room building on South Street, at the corner of 
Fourth Street, at a cost of $1900. An annex was added 
in 1904, equipped with water, cupboards and lava- 
tories. 


The first teacher at Sixth Street under McSherrys- 
town Borough School Authority was Joseph McCann, 
Miss Bernadina Corrigan was Principal at the South 
Street School and Miss Mae Kuhn was a teacher. High 
school classes were also held in this building. The 
earliest known graduate was Ambrose Eline, who 
graduated in 1899. 


Directors about the time the South Street School 
was built were: George Weaver, Thomas Bunty, 
Charles H. Busbey, Philip Miller, Robert Neiderer and 
Joseph F. Klunk. 


County Superintendent, J. W. Thoman, in an annual 
report showed that a new school was built in Cone- 
wago in 1884. The old fashioned furniture was being 
superceeded by the latest improved and best furni- 
ture. It is likely by the reports available, that the new 
school in this year was Sand Hill. 
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The County Superintendent's report for 1908 notes 
that there were four schools. The following year 1909 
there were six schools. It was in 1895 that a High 
School was recognized by the State School Depart- 
ment for McSherrystown, and Bernadina Corrigan was 
Principal. 


In 1911 there were seven schools and 240 pupils. 
There were two rooms each at Sand Hill, Locust Grove, 
Mt. Pleasant and one at Midway. 


In 1917 there were eight schools. Two each at Sand 
Hill, Midway, Locust Grove and Mt. Pleasant. 


Other than consolidation of grades in the late 1940's 
and development of school bus transportation, the 
changes were slight until the construction of the new 
elementary school on Elm Avenue, in 1959. 


This new elementary school consists of eleven class- 
rooms, and all-purpose room, cafeteria, health room, 
office, music room and library. The Conewago Town- 
ship School Building Authority constructed the build- 
ing. The Board is composed of Ira Fuhrman, chairman; 
John Weaver, secretary; Walter Whisler, treasurer; and 
Edward Shorb and William Leppo members. J. Arthur 
Wolfe has been Principal of the school since its open- 
ing. There are 273 students enrolled at the school. 
This includes eleven from the Borough of McSherrys- 
town. 
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ST. MARY’S—CENTRAL CATHOLIC—DELONE 


When Father Reudter became pastor of St. Mary’s 
church in 1906, there remained a large debt, resulting 
from the erection of the church and the rectory. Ad- 
vancing the theory that with Christianity there must 
be education, Fr. Reudter arranged for the erection 
of St. Mary’s parochial school at a cost of $35,000. 
Later years found the debts paid and numerous im- 
provements and additions had been made to the 
school. The school was built to accomodate approxi- 
mately four to five-hundred children. 


In 1921, high school courses were added to the 
grade school curriculum at St. Mary’s The first class 
graduated, three in number, were granted diplomas 
in 1924. Gradually, youngsters from neighboring par- 
ishes began applying for admission to St. Mary’s High. 


First Graduating Class — 1924 


Eulalia Smith, Benjamin Hufnagle, 
Fr. Augustus Reudter 






Its strictly parochial nature thus changed, it acquired 
the title of Central Catholic High in August 1931, at 
which time an. addition was built to St. Mary’s School 
for the accommodation of a central Catholic high 
school. Students attended this school from Hanover, 
McSherrystown, Conewago, Bonneauville, Littlestown, 
New Oxford, Paradise Protectory and other neighbor- 
ing communities. It was recognized as a first class high 
school by the State and was under the supervision of 
the State Department of Education. The parochial 
school was non-sectarian. 


Central Catholic High was affilated with the Catholic 
University of America, Washington, D. C. The courses 
were prescribed and laid out by representatives of the 
Catholic University. Examinations at the end of the 
term were received in sealed envelopes for each sub- 
ject, and opened before the class on the designated 
day and time. Representatives of the Catholic Univer- 
sity corrected and graded all papers. 





In February, 1938 a disastrous fire levelled the 
building which had housed both St. Mary’s Grade 
School and Central Catholic High. While temporary 
classrooms were arranged in the K. of C., the rebuild- 
ing of a new school, on the same site, was begun 
almost immediately under the direction of the Rev. 
Patrick F. McGee, recently appointed pastor. At the 
same time, the need for a separate central high 
school was recognized by Bishop Leech. He approached 
Mr. Charles J. Delone, a prominent Catholic attorney 
of Hanover, with a proposition: Would he establish 
for the Catholic youngsters of the area a Catholic High 
School? The Bishop’s powers of persuasion were, 
matched by the scope of Mr. Delone’s altruism. 
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— Printers of the Anniversary Book — 





In the presence of several thousand persons, in- 
cluding church dignitaries, clergy and representatives 
of the various teaching Sisterhoods, the new Delone 
Catholic High School was formally blessed on Labor 
Day, September 2, 1940. 


His Excellency the Most Rev. Amleto Giovanni Cicag- 
nani, D. D. Archbishop of Laodicea, assisted by the 
Most Rev. George L. Leech, D. D. J. C. D., Bishop of 
Harrisburg, dedicated the new building. 


The Rev. Cyril J. Allwein, Principal of Central Cath- 
olic High during 1938-1939 was appointed in the same 
capacity to Delone High. 


The first class graduated from Delone on Sunday, 
June 8, 1941, in the school auditorium totaled 38. 
The Most Rev. George L. Leech, D. D. J. C. D., Bishop 
of Harrisburg, presided and also delivered the com- 
mencement address. The Rev. Cyril J. Allwein, M. A., 
Principal at Delone, presented the graduates with their 
diplomas and awards. 


The Rev. William R. Lyons was appointed Principal 
at Delone Catholic on April 14, 1949 by our Most Rev. 
Bishop George L. Leech. On Monday morning April 
25, 1949, the students at Delone presented Father 
Lyons with a formal reception in honor of his new ap- 
pointment as Principal of Delone. 


During the assembly Father Lyons thanked the stu- 
dent body for their pledge to support him in his new 
undertaking. He urged them never to forget their 
debt of loyalty to Father Allwein, through whose 
efforts “Delone has become the best school in the 
diocese.” In conclusion Father Lyons further reminded 
them of their indebtness to our founder and bene- 
factor, Mr. Charles J. Delone, Esq. of Hanover, Pa. 


As the years passed the enrollment at Delone gradu- 
ally increased to a point where plans had to be 
made for the construction of additional classrooms 
and a cafeteria wing. In 1955 parishioners of the nine 
parishes who sent children to Delone were asked 
to volunteer their services to raise funds for the new 
wing. 


The work on the new addition was started in July 
of 1955 and was completed in 1956 in time for the 
new school term. With the new facilities it was now 
possible to accomodate approximately 1,000 students. 
His Excellency, Bishop Leech formally dedicated the 
new wing on November 25, 1956. 


Father Lyons received the assistance of Rev. Richard 
Hartnett as Administrative Assistant when he was ap- 


pointed to the office by His Excellency, the Most Rev. 
George L. Leech, on September 23, 1958. 


Father Hartnett’s principle duties consist of guid- 
ance and counselling while learning all the phases 
of secondary administration. Father Hartnett is per- 
forming his duties on a part time basis at Delone and 
also continues as Assistant Pastor in the Annunciation 
parish, McSherrystown. 


Today the school serves the students from the 
parishes of Hanover, McSherrystown, Conewago, New 
Oxford, Bonneauville, Abbottstown and Littlestown. 
Currently 1033 students are enrolled at Delone—171 
Seniors, 227 Juniors, 312 Sophomores, and 323 Fresh- 
men. 


Delone’s faculty comprises three teaching orders of 
Nuns—the Sisters of Saint Joseph, Chestnut Hill, 
Penna., the Sisters of Mercy, Dallas, Penna., and the 
Sisters of Christian Charity, Mendham, N. J., and 
seven lay teachers. Teaching part time are three 
priests from the area parishes. To these wonderful 
people our students owe a great deal of gratitude. 


When the new school term began in 1961, we were 
very fortunate to have Father O’Connor with us as 
the Chaplain for the students at Delone. He is doing 
excellent work in helping the students in spiritual 
problems and to discover their vocation in life. 


The music department was expanded by the or- 
ganization of a band. Under the direction of Mr. 
Harry C. Stenger they made their first appearance from 
May 25 to 29, 1949, in a musical revue. The members 
were all from the Freshman and Sophomore classes. 


In 1953, Mr. Richard F. Feeser became Director of 
the Band, and under his capable leadership they have 
been the recipients of many awards. They have been 
awarded first prize in the Gettysburg Hallowe’en 
Parade for the past ten years. They have won awards 
in Pennville and Waynesboro, Pa., and have partici- 
pated in the Southern District Band Festival, Adams 
County Music Festival and the Pennsylvania State Re- 
gional Band Festivals. 


They have appeared as a marching unit in many 
parades in this area, and have presented concerts for 
the local Fire Company carnivals, many church fairs, 
block parties, football games, pep rallies and Delone’s 
Spring musicale. McSherrystown can well be proud 
of this fine and talented group of musicians from De- 
lone Catholic High School. 


The program of sports at Delone is in very capable 
hands. Due to the coaching and the ability of the 
players throughout the years they have competed 
with the best high school teams in their class, lo- 
cated in Southern and Central Pennsylvania, as well 
as parts of Maryland. Sports consist primarily of foot- 
ball, basketball and baseball. 

During the terms of 1961 to 63 the Director of 
Athletics was Mr. John T. Flaherty, who also is head 
coach of basketball. He has led our Squires to many 
victories. During this time Mr. Alan Kempton was the 
head football coach who guided the team toward 
top grade football. The season would not be complete 
without the Squires playing baseball under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Frank Temme, head baseball coach. 

The following are the meanings of the symbols in © 
the Facade of the school: 


Left to Right 
1. Eagle and Flag. The United States of America. 





HARTLAUB FURNITURE CO. 
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26 NORTH STREET — McSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 





2. Chalice ard Host. St. Thomas Acquinas, Patron of 
the Schools. 


3. Coat of Arms of His Holiness Pope Pius XII, during 
whose Pontificate the school was erected. 


4. Greek Cross with the inscription IC XC NIKA, and 
ancient Greek symbol meaning Jesus Christ con- 
quers. 


5. The five letters MARIA woven together, ancient 
monogram of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 


6. Coat of Arms of the Bishop of Harrisburg. 


7. The Latin word Humilitas surmounted by a crown. 
The symbol of St. Charles Borromeo, patron saint 
of the donor of the building, Mr. Charles J. Delone. 


8. The coat of Arms of the State of Pennsylvania. 





CHARTER OF A STREET RAILWAY CO. 


Yesterday letters patent were issued by the State 
Department of Harrisburg to a company to be known 
as the “Hanover and McSherrystown Street Railway 
Company.” The capital of the new company is fixed 
at $30,000. The motive power is to be electricity, and 
the route proposed is from the Union Depot, this place, 
up Railroad Street, to Chestnut, to Carlisle, to the 
Square, out Frederick to High, across the W.M.R.R. 
by an overhead bridge, through Ehrehart and Hos- 
tetter’s addition to Commerce Street, then out Linden 
Avenue to North Street, McSherrystown, out North 
Street to Church Street, the entire distance being 
nearly three miles. 


The incorporators and officers of the new company, 
are: President—John C. Tanger; Directors—C. D. Smith 
and John Poist, of McSherrystown. A. H. Melhourn, 
Aaron Hostetter, T. E. Ehrehart and C. E. Ehrehart, of 
Hanover. 


We hope this project may be pushed to successful 
completion as rapidly as possible, and that the road 
will be extended so as to embrace all parts of the 
borough. As far as the line to McSherrystown is con- 
cerned, there is no question that it will prove a profi- 
table investment, if properly managed, and the busi- 
ness capacity of the gentlemen in charge render it 


certain that this will be the case. The amount of travel 
between the two places will be vastly increased by the 
rapid means of transit afforded by electric cars, and 
by the low fares, only about equal to the toll charges 
on the turnpike. The time saved by those who now 
walk will pay their fares on the street cars. 


Octal noo 2 


HANOVER AND MCSHERRYSTOWN STREET 
RAILWAY COMPANY 





Hanover, for its size and number of inhabitants, 
probably enjoys better street car facilities than any 
other place in the United States. The original line 
started operation in the fall of 1893, between Han- 
over and McSherrystown. During 1904 the line was 
extended and Eichelberger Park established. 


During the summer of 1908 the line was built from 
McSherrystown to Littlestown, 5% miles, and is built 
according to the most modern ideas of inter-urban elec- 
tric railway construction. It is entirely on private right 
of way with no grade over two percent, with sixty- 
pound T-rail laid on heavy oak ties and ballasted the 
entire length with a hard limestone. The overhead con- 
struction and pole line is well built with the latest 
appliances. The present mileage, including the track 
in the borough limits, is 11 miles. 


The company now owns fifteen passenger cars and 
four construction cars. The storage barn is 200 by 45 
feet, in which are three tracks, concrete floor and pits. 


The repair shop is 150 by 45 feet, with an adjoin- 
ing building comprising an armature shop, machine 
shop, stock room and wood working shops, all of 
which are equipped with the most modern tools and 
appliances. This railway connects Hanover with Mc- 
Sherrystown and Littlestown, and a connection with 
Gettysburg is contemplated in the near future. The 
company is incorporated under the laws of Penn- 
sylvania, with a capital of $200,000. The officers are 
W. H. Lanius, President; J. W. Stacey, Vice President; 
Ellis S. Lewis, Secretary and Treasurer; Robert E. Man- 
ley, General Manager. 
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“GRUBBS SEWING CENTER” 


Our Local Authorized WHITE Dealer 


56 Frederick Street 
Hanover Pennsylvania 


Phone ME 71666 





One year Free service and ten free lessons with the 


purchase of a new machine. Parts for most makes 
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REMEMBER WHEN ? 


The Fire Companys’ strawberry festivals? 

Old Reb Fullers’ Saturday nights with friends from 
York, playing the banjo and mouth organ, at the 
corner of Fifth and Main? 

We played with bean bags? 

We could always catch the last bus if we ran hard 
enough? 

The Farmer’s Market was on the ground floor of the 
Opera House in Hanover? 

Eline’s bar on Main St., The Eagle between 4th and 
5th Streets. 

Pearly Rider’s Ice Cream Parlor, Jim Conrad’s? Pappy 
Krichten’s? The Royal Cafe? The Colonnade? 

The Star and Hanover theaters, where we saw 
Wallace Reid, Bebe Daniels, Mary Pickford and Francis 
X. Bushman (who has relatives in Hanover, as of 
1963.) 

“Fastnachts” and butchering and storing beautiful 
rows of canned goods for the winter? 

The Hanover Fair? We all got samples, yardsticks, 
blotters and “Mom” would ‘enter’ canned goods, quilts 
and embroidery work? 

The “Ice Cream Man” went around in a horse-drawn 
wagon, selling cones and “dipped” ice cream? 

The big, soft pretzels with mustard? 

Pulling hairs from horses’ tails to put in water to 
see if it would turn into a snake? 

Saving silver paper (foil) to take to the tinners for 
a few pennies per pound? 

The “Easter Eggs” boiled in onion skins, and how 
the families “picked” eggs in friendly competition? 
Wasn‘t the record about 125 eggs broken by one? 

We would “read (pronounced red) up” a room, 
meaning, put it in order? 

Bair and Staub had a restaurant around 1915? 

“Gus” Kinder kept the pianos in tune? 


The Grocery Stores around 1920: A. J. Brady and 
Sons, F. Burkee, J. Conrad, Mrs. B. Rebecca Hamm, 
John T. Reily, Samuel J. Small? 

The General Stores: A. J. Brady & Son, Harry J. 
Bunty, Chas. D. Smith? 

The old butcher shops of Conrads, Klunks, Amos, 
George and Ray Sheely? 

The blacksmith shops of Levi J. Adams, James Livels- 
berger, George Lawrence and Joe R. Hagerman? 

When you got 100 cents worth for every dollar 
spent? 

The Ford, Maxwell, Studebaker, Paige, Hupmobile, 
Reo, Lexington, and others? 

George F. Eckenrodes’ cinnamon bread and other 
home made pastries? 

Ike Slaybaugh was the blacksmith at Sugartown? 

We had to white-wash the fence every year? 
and sometimes the smokehouse, too! 

We could ride the trolley car to Eichelberger Park 
for five cents? To Littlestown for ten cents? Children’s 
prices were three cents and six cents respectively? 
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“SISTERS OF MERCY CONVENT 


The Sisters of Mercy arrived in Harrisburg from Chic- 
ago in 1869 at the request of the first bishop, the 
Right Reverend Jeremiah Shanhan. Their mother- 
house was in Harrisburg until 1929, when they be- 
came part of the Province of Scranton with the pro- 
vincial house in Dallas, Pennsylvania. 


Three Sisters were the first community brought into 
the Diocese after its founding in 1867. Because the 
Bishop had two maternal aunts in this community in 
Chicago, he appealed to their mother superior first, 
for assistance. Accordingly, the Sisters came in time 
to open school September 1, 1869. The pioneer group 
came with the understanding that after the founda- 
tion had been laid they could return to their home 
in Chicago if they wished, All returned but one— 
Mother Clara Grace, the first superior of the Sisters 
of Mercy in Harrisburg 


The Sisters of Mercy were founded by Mother Cathe- 
rine McAuley, in Dublin, Ireland, in 1831 for the care 
and instruction of the poor, sick, and ignorant. In 
addition to teaching in schools and colleges, the 
Sisters conduct orphanages, hospitals, homes for aged, 
and even leper hospitals. From the little band of three 
Sisters of Mercy in Ireland in 1831 have sprung 
the more than twenty-three thousand, spread _prac- 
tically all over the world. Those in the province of 
Scranton teach in the Altoona, Harrisburg, Scranton, 
Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh Dioceses in Pennsylvania; 
in Long Island, New York; and in British Guiana, South 
America. 


The Sisters of Mercy came to McSherrystown with 
the opening of the Delone Catholic High School in 
1940. While the Sisters were new in McSherrystown, 
they were not new to McSherrystown. For many years 
these Sisters have conducted schools in the neighbor- 
ing communities of New Oxford, Gettysburg, and Lit- 
tlestown. Therefore, it seemed only natural that when 
Delone Catholic High School was ready to be opened 
that the Sisters of Mercy constitute part of the faculty 
at Delone. 


During the early part of 1940 the Mother Provin- 
cial, Mother Mary Cecelia, made negotiations for the 
purchase of the property at 503 Main Street from 
Gregory Neiderer. Unfortunately for the Sisters, the 


Neiderer family could not vacate the house early in 
the summer. As a consequence, the Sisters could not 
open their new mission until August 22. 


The annals of the Sisters of Mercy tell of many 
houses of the Sisters opened in almost abject poverty. 
Few, if any, in modern times can compare with the 
first days in McSherrystown. In fact the sisters had 
many opportunities daily to know and to practice 
real poverty. Well could their friends say of the 
Sisters, “Their home resembles that of the Holy Family 
at Nazareth.” 


The house had been purchased with community 
funds which the little community was to repay to the 
motherhouse. The Mother Provinical gave the Sisters 
some dishes and seventy-five dollars for the purchase 
of food. As for the remainder, she left them in the 
Hands of God and to their own ingenuity. Though 
trying for the Sisters, their Mother's faith and the grace 
of God sustained them and inspired the people of 
McSherrystown to come to their aid. 


The first community comprised Sister Mary Regina 
as superior and Sisters Mary Imelda, Irma Joseph, and 
Mary Valeria. Prepared for any sacrifices required of 
them the Sisters began on the day of their arrival 
to meet each day as it came knowing their Heavenly 
Spouse who care for the birds of the fields would care 
for them. 


After Mass, the following morning, Sunday, Mr. 
Preston Smith invited the Sisters to visit his home and 
take anything they wanted. Accordingly, the Sisters 
selected everything they felt would be suitable for a 
convent. Among the treasures they cherish today is the 
silverware used by the Smith family. 


The Sisters of Mercy from the other houses in the 
Harrisburg Diocese sent contributions of money as 
well as blankets, pillows, and bedding. With the 
money the Sisters purchased beds and dressers. With 
the two most important items taken care of—food 
and a good bed—the Sisters felt they had made a 
good beginning. 


From the time the Sisters came to McSherrystown 
the people took them to their hearts immediately. 
The extreme poverty of the Sisters appealed to their 
sense of charity and justice. Scarcely a family could 
not find something to give to ‘those poor Sisters.” 
These things they brought with hearts filled with love 
and a promise to help in what ever way they could. 
not find something to give “those poor Sisters.” These 
things they brought with hearts filled with love and 
a promise to help in what ever way they could. 


While everyone contributed something, a few per- 
sons stand out prominently as among the greatest of 
donors—the ‘next door neighbors” on both sides— 
Mr. and Mrs. Felix V. Topper and Mr. and Mrs. James 
Clingan These friends came in closest contact with 
the Sisters and therefore performed thousands of 
little acts as well as many big things that all could see. 
So deep was the love and admiration of these families 
that even today, a generation later, their children try 
in every way to imitate their revered parents in their 
attitudes to the Mercy Sisters. 
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Mr. Topper not only gave generously to the Sisters 
but he urged all with whom he came in contact to 
make sacrifices, no matter how small to help the 
Sisters “get on their feet.” His own contributions 
never ceased until he and “Mother Topper’ died. 
Even then, they came when their son Felix, (“Fee” to 
all who knew him) left a bequest in his will to the 
Sisters of Mercy. Because of his love for beauty, Mr. 
Topper had four evergreens planted on the vacant 
lot beside the convent to perpetuate the memory of 
the four pioneer Mercy Nuns in their midst. 


Mr. Clingan, though not a Catholic himself at the 
time, assumed the role of caretaker and handyman. 
He cut the lawn, fired the furnace, repaired leaks, and 
did so many things for the Sisters that only the record- 
ing angel could count them. Perhaps his conversion 
to the Catholic Church can in some way be attributed 
to the prayers of the Sisters for their kind, unassuming, 
and fatherly friend. 


The one thing that grieved the Sisters in their early 
days was the absence of the Blessed Sacrament which 
could not be had until a suitable chapel could be pre- 
pared for Him. This condition did not remain long 
before some more of their friends came to their as- 
sistance. Mr. Peter Smith donated the Stations of the 
Cross and made contributions of several hundred 
dollars over a period of years. Mr. Robert Brady to 
whom the Sisters owe a great debt of gratitude they 
can never repay for all his kindness, donated the 
beautiful chapel floor. Mr. Walters of Littlestown built 
and painted the altar and pedestals. Mr. Joseph Smith 
contributed fifty dollars a month for several years. 
Finally, the chapel ready, the pastor, the Right Rev- 
erend Monsignor Patrick F. McGee, celebrated the first 
Mass, December 13, 1940. Besides the Sisters, Peter 
Smith, Robert Brady, and Hugh Topper attended the 
Mass. 


Mr. Hugh Topper also played an important role in 
the early days. In addition to his other acts of kind- 
ness, he worked on the exterior of the convent, land- 
scaping and beautifying the grounds. 


One big thing remained to be done for the health 
and comfort of the Sisters. The furnace was old and 
inadequate to heat the house properly. As a result, 
the house was cold and drafty most of the winter. 
Through the combined efforts of Father Wiliam Lyons 
and Mr. William Sneeringer, and Mr. Weaver, they 
made possible a good heating plant at the convent. 


The Sisters came to Delone to teach Latin, history, 
science and mathematics. This they continued for 
many years. In 1941, a year after the school had 
opened, Sister Marion Joseph came as a fifth nun and 
to open the newly-established home economics depart- 
ment. Because of the increased numbers at the school 
during the years from 1940 on, the Sisters of Mercy 
no longer teach history or mathematics but confine 
their work to the sciences, homemaking, Latin, and 
French. They also have charge of the discipline of the 
school. 





SISTERS OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY 


The Community of the Sisters of Christian Charity 
was founded in Paderborn, Germany, on August 21, 
1849 by the Servant of God, Pauline von Mallinckrodt. 
it was on this date that Pauline von Mallinckrodt with 
three associates, received the habit from the hands of 
the Right Reverend Bishop Drepper of Paderborn, and 
the blessing of Holy Mother Church. Thus was planted 
the seed that was to grow and spread its branches to 
the far corners of the globe. 


The work of the Congregation really had its incep- 
tion as far back as 1840 when a society located near 
Paderborn was founded for the purpose of caring for 
the sick and the poor in their homes. Later, this society 
opened a day nursery and from its outset was placed 
under the capable direction of Pauline von Mallinc- 
krodt by the society’s founder, Father Gossler. This 
day nursery was in reality the nucleus of all the works 
of Christian Charity in which the Sisters would labor 
in the years yet to come. The efforts of the Sisters 
were singularly blessed by God for under the wise 
and prudent guidance of Mother Pauline, the Congre- 
gation grew rapidly in membership as well as in the 
number of foundations in Westfalen, Saxony, and 
along the Rhine. 


To obtain the approval of the Holy See for the 
Community she had founded, was the great object 
of Mother Pauline’s prayers and endeavors. Her efforts 
were supported by Dr. Conrad Martin, successor to 
Bishop Drepper of Paderborn. From the very beginning 
of his episcopate, Bishop Martin took great interest 
in the flourishing young Community. It was due to 
his untiring efforts that the Papal Decree of Praise 
was issued as early as April 13, 1859. This Decree 
was followed by the approval of the Community by 
the Holy See in 1863 and the Approbation of the 
Constitutions for the usual period of ten years in 1867. 
The final Approbation of the Constitutions of the Com- 
munity by the Holy Apostolic See was given February 
4, 1888. 


However, all was not glory for the flourishing Com- 
munity and as early as 1871 the winds of adversity 
began to blow with such violence that from all human 
calculations the Community should have been uproot- 
ed from its very foundation. This ill-wind came in the 
form of the “Kulturkampf” — war of culture — in Ger- 
many. However, like the mighty oak which tends to 
become more firmly rooted in proportion to the viol- 
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ence of the storm and sends forth its roots into new 
places in its search for anchorage, so, too, the Con- 
gregation of the Sisters of Christian Charity under the 
guidance: of the strong, undaunted, God-fearing Ser- 
vant of God, Pauline von Mallinckrodt, was planted 
more firmly in new fields of activity in Bohemia, Liech- 
tenstein (a principality between Austria and Switzer- 
land) and Belgium. Moreover, the Community did not 
rest to labor in the European Missions alone for Mother 
Pauline looked forward to the future and far beyond 
the European coast; she looked for new horizons — the 
new world, AMERICA! Here she would find new pas- 
tures and new vitality. Here, in this Land of the Free 
and Home of the Brave, the work of Holy Mother 
Church was granted freedom of exercise under the 
First Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States. Consequently, in 1873 Mother Pauline person- 
ally visited the United States. The results of this visit 
far exceeded her expectations. Calls for Sisters to 
take charge of Parochial Schools came from various 
sections of the country. Even before this, similar re- 
quests had come from South Americo. 


With the approval of the Holy See, Mother Pauline 
established two trans-Atlantic provinces, one in North 
America and the other in South America. Thus, the 
Congregation of the Sisters of Christian Charity began 
its new field of activity with new vigor. Just as the 
vine will produce more abundant and more luscious 
fruit after it had been subjected to the pruning process, 
so too, the sacrifices and the efforts of the Sisters 
were productive of a more abundant growth as the 
Community spread its branches into the towns and 
cities of the various dioceses of the two Americas. 


As the Congregation grew so did the number of its 
activities. From the humble beginning of a day nursery, 
other works of charity flourished — institutions for the 
blind, homes for the aged, orphanages, schools, and 
hospitals. While the work of teaching is the main 
activity of the Congregation in the two Americas, it 
nevertheless, opened two hospitals in North America; 
i.e., Divine Providence Hospital in Williamsport, Pa., 
and Holy Spirit Hospital which will open its doors to 
the sick and suffering in the early part of 1963. This 
latter hospital is located in Camp Hill, Pa. 


The Sisters of Christian Charity were acquainted 
early with the Diocese of Harrisburg for in the late 
1800's the Sisters labored in Immaculate Conception 
School in New Oxford and in St. Hubert’s School in 
Danville, Pa. (The Sisters of Christian Charity no long- 
er labor in these missions.) Later, Saint Lawrence 
School was placed under the direction of the Sisters. 
They were invited to teach in Bishop McDevitt High 
School also. A home for the Community’s aged and 
infirm Sisters is located in Danville, Pa. 


In 1941, Sister M. Theresilla, impressed by the deep 
spirituality of the people of this area, graciously 
accepted an invitation from the Most Reverend George 
L. Leech, Bishop of Harrisburg, to teach at Delone 
Catholic High School in McSherrystown, Pa. Sister 
M. Theresilla, who at that time ‘held the office of 
Provincial for the Eastern Province of the Community 
in the United States, assigned four Sisters to labor 
here in August. On September 6th of the same year, 
the chapel and the convent were blessed by the pres- 
ent pastor of Annunciation Parish, The Right Reverend 
Patrick McGee. Two days later Monsignor McGee offer- 


ed the first Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in the Convent 
Chapel. On that day the Eucharistic Savior took up His 
abode in the new convent on 510 North Street, Mc- 
Sherrystown, Pa. Incidently, the present Guardian An- 
gel Convent was the former residence, of Mr. Gerald 
Smith. 


As the number of students at Delone Catholic High 
School grew, more members were required on the 
faculty. However, Guardian Angel Convent was not 
large enough to accomodate the number of Sisters 
requested; consequently, the Pastors of the nine pari- 
shes who had students attending Delone Catholic de- 
cided that an addition to the convent was needed to 
accomodate the larger number of Sisters while the ex- 
isting convent was to undergo much needed renova- 
tions. This work for a bigger and better convent began 
on June 30th, 1959 and on January 29, 1960, the 
Sisters were able to move into the new quarters. The 
Sisters were very grateful to God and to the Board of 
Pastors for this newly renovated convent. By this time 
the number of Sisters grew to the present number of 
13. 


Here, in this friendly town, the Sisters enjoy their 
work of teaching for they realize the truth of the 
words of Pope Pius XI in his ENCYCLICAL ON THE 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF YOUTH, ‘Education con- 
sists essentially in preparing man for what he must 
do here below in ‘order to attain the sublime end for 
which ‘he was created.” Following in the footsteps of 
their saintly Foundress, the Sisters of Christian Charity 
realize, moreover, that the teaching profession is truly 
an important mosaic in the educational pattern. The 
Sisters realize that their work will endure — for when 
the marble statues fashioned by the hands of the 
greatest sculptors have crumbled and decayed, when 
the pictures of master artists have tarnished and faded, 
THE TRUTHS that were taught to the young in the 
classroom will live on in the minds the teacher has 
molded. The people of McSherrystown, cognizant of 
the fact that man is a composite of body and soul 
realize that man must be prepared to take his place in 
this life, but most of all, he must be prepared for a 
fuller and complete life — THE ETERNAL LIFE. More- 
over, the people realize that from the halls of our 
schools will come forth the leaders, both spiritual and 
civic, who will steer the course of generations yet to 
come in this section of the globe. 


And thus — the seed planted in a far away land by 
the Servant of God, Mother Pauline von Mallinckrodt, 
grew, because she like the strong woman of the 
Gospel, would not permit adversity to thwart her God 
inspired plans. The branches of the seeding she plant- 
ed continued to grow and spread until they reached 
THIS TOWN — McSHERRYSTOWN. God grant that 
many new generations will follow the present in this 
town and that leaders will arise who will be an in- 
spiration to others and a credit to GOD and COUNTRY! 


SISTERS OF SAINT JOSEPH 


On Tuesday, January twenty-fourth, nineteen hund- 
red forty, nine Sisters of Saint Joseph who taught in 
the elementary school Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, left Saint Joseph’s Academy, McSherrys- 
town, Pennsylvania where they had formerly resided, 
at six o’clock in the morning to take up their abode in 
a newly renovated convent at Nine North Third Street, 
McSherrystown, Pennsylvania. 
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St. Joseph’s Convent Third Street — Dedication Day 


Shortly after their arrival, Mass was celebrated by 
the Pastor Rt. Reverend Monsignor Patrick F. McGee, 
after which he delivered a very appropriate talk to 
the Sisters. What a feeling of joy filled our very souls 
when the priest raised Our Lord for adoration for the 
first time in this newly equipped Chapel. 


The two days previous to this, which was Sunday, 
January twenty-second, the house was blessed by the 
Most Reverend George L. Leech, Bishop of Harrisburg. 
The priests who assisted in the ceremonies were: Rev. 
George Lavelle, deacon; Rev. William Lyons, sub-dea- 
con; Rev. Thomas McGough, master of ceremonies; 
and Rt. Rev. Monsignor Patrick F. McGee, Rev. Chester 
Loszewski, Rev. Robert Hartnett, Rev. Harold Keller, 
Rev. Joseph E. Gotwalt, Rev. Robert C. Gribben, Rev. 
John McCarthy and Rev. Anthony McGinley. 


A procession formed at the rectory of the A.B.V.M. 
Church consisting of members of the Holy Name 
Society, who stood guard, Boy Scouts and Cubs car- 
rying flags, altar boys, priests and our Most Reverend 
Bishop. After blessing the house, the procession return- 
ed to the Church where hundreds of parishioners 
awaited the solemn benediction. 


Superiors: Mothers Eleanor Joseph, St. Aloysia, St. 
Pius. 9 North Third St., McSherrystown, Pa. 


DR. WILLIAM L. HOMBACH 





Dr. William L. and Anne Eve Hombach, his wife, ar- 
rived at the Port of Baltimore on October 14, 1836, 
with their four children; Charles, Caroline, Anne, and 
Adolph. 


They were transported on the German ship, ‘“Gus- 
tav,” out of Bremen. The trip took 47 days and there 
were 232 passengers aboard including thirty children. 
The ship’s log indicated they had been residents of 
the district Siegen, Germany. 


Earliest records show they settled in Jefferson, Co- 
dorus Township, York County, Pennsylvania. By 1843 
(possibly earlier) tax records show they had moved to 
McSherrystown where Dr. Hombach and later his son, 
Dr. Charles, practiced medicine very successfully. 


After arriving in this country Dr. Hombach and his 
wife had six more children; Louis, Louisa, Clara, all 
born in Jefferson; William D., Josephine and Louis 
George, born in McSherrystown, Pennsylvania. 


Charles according to the records never married. He 
attended Pennsylvania College, Gettysburg, in 1851- 
52 and 53, probably graduating as a physician from 
this institution which was the ancestor of the present 
Gettysburg College. 


The five girls were educated at St. Joseph’s Acad- 
emy. Adolph attended Oxford Academy, New Oxford 
Pennsylvania, for a time but abandoned his study of 
medicine there. 


William D. fought and was wounded in the Civil 
War. Adolph became a stone cutter as did William D. 
They were joined for a time in business. One son, 
Louis, died in infancy and another son, Louis George, 
died at the early age of nine years, six months. All 
the members of this family were musically inclined, 
some possessed fine voices, studied piano, or some 
musical instrument. 


A friend of Dr. William L. Hombach was William 
Altrogge, who lived in McSherrystown during the time 
Dr. Hombach practiced here. In a letter to John Reily 
he states, “One of the leading men | remember in 
McSherrystown was old Dr. Hombach. About 1839 
or 40 they lived at Jefferson. He was a stranger and 
had little practice; he told his wife, (a good, hard- 
working German woman) they would have to locate 
elsewhere; that night there was a call from near Han- 
over and went along; it was a life and death case, 
the other doctors had given up hope; after a careful 
examination he was asked whether he could do any- 
thing to help the patient; he said he could, and was 
given charge. The sick person recovered and Dr. Hom- 
bach’s reputation was made. He then moved to Mc- 
Sherrystown, probably to get nearer the church. 


| can still see “the doctor riding on his big black 
horse”; he was a regular cavlaryman in Germany. He 
lived in Herring’s house and attended our family. He 
taught Anthony, my little brother, to stand up after a 
meal, knock his fist on the table and say, “Gott sei 
Dank ich bin sot,” and then he would laugh. 


They were intimate with us; used to come to Irish- 
town with the guns and dogs and we would go hunt- 
ing, the doctor, Charley and Adolph; the old man was 
a good marksman, on the wing especially. My father 
brought him a good setter dog from Baltimore, given 
to him by Mr.-Bauer. Those times are “nomore.” 
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Dr. William L. Hombach, was born about January 
28, 1803 in District Siegan, Westphalia, Prussia, Ger- 
many and died in McSherrystown September 2, 1864. 
His wife Anna Eva Hombach, (nee Flach) was born in 
1818, in Bavaria, Germany. She died, August 8, 1874. 
Both are buried in Conewago Cemetery. 


DR. GEORGE B. AIKEN 





George B. Aiken, M. D., as a native of Baltimore, 
Maryland. He received his degree in medicine at the 
University of Maryland, March 10, 1836. 


He came to McSherrystown at that time and spent 
the remainder of his life in the practice of medicine. 


Dr. and Mrs. Aiken were the parents of four child- 
ren; Racheal, Annie, Sally and Charles. They resided 
on Main Street, midway between Second and Third 
Streets, on the north side. 


Dr. Aiken died April 18, 1892, at the age of 77 
years. His wife Mrs. Loranna Simpson Aiken was a 
native of Maryland also. She died in McSherrystown 
July 4, 1894 at the age of 74. 


DR. GEORGE L. RICE 


Dr. Rice, the only child of John and Lydia (Riffle) Rice, 
was born on January 15, 1850, in Baltimore. He re- 
sided there for 25 years. Dr. Rice attended the paro- 
chial schools in Baltimore and graduated from the 
Washington University School of Medicine. 


Dr. Rice first practiced medicine with the late Dr. 
P. J. Smith in Hanover in 1873. The following year he 
returned to Baltimore, where he was appointed pro- 
fessor of anatomy at George Washington University. 


The physician married Annie M. Brooks, grand niece 
of the late Chauncey Brooks, president of the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad and the president of the 
Western National Bank, in 1875. Their first child, the 
late Dr. A. Curtis Rice, was born in Baltimore in 1876. 
The next year Dr. Rice moved his family to McSherrys- 
town, seeking to improve the health of his son, who 
had been ill. 


Dr. Rice at first resided with his mother in McSherrys- 
town. His parents had moved there in 1870. His father 
died in March, 1877. His mother passed away in 1888. 
Both are buried in Conewago Chapel cemetery. 


It was through persuasion of Drs. J. P. Smith and 
A. J. Snively, of Hanover, that Dr. Rice took up the 
practice of medicine in McSherrystown. His practice 
grew rapidly, despite the fact that there were three 
other physicians—Drs. Hombach, Lilly and Aikens—in 
the Adams County community at the time. 


Dr. Rice’s first wife died in February, 1888. She was 
survived by her husband and three children, Dr. A. 
Curtis Rice, the Rev. George L. Rice and Joseph E. Rice. 


In 1890, Dr. Rice married Mariah C. Klunk, a 
daughter of the late Mr. & Mrs. Francis Klunk, Irish- 
town. The second Mrs. Rice died in 1904. There was 
one son John F. Rice from this union. Shortly after his 
graduation from Mt. St. Mary’s College, he entered 
the military service and died in New York in 1918, 
while still in the service. 


Dr. Rice married Sallie C. Krise, daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. David C. Krise, McSherrystown, in 1905. Mrs. 
Rice died on April 8, 1931. To this union there were 
born four children, including Anna Rice Rogers, wife 
of Thomas Rogers, who was manager of the Senate 
Hotel, Harrisburg, Gerald L. Rice, Carlisle; Reginald M. 
Rice, of the U. S. Army Medical Corps, San Francisco, 
and Mrs. Murial Spangler. 


Dr. Rice served as coroner of Adams County from 
1878 to 1882. He was a member of the State Legisla- 
ture serving a two-year term beginning in 1886. The 
physician served as Democratic county chairman in 
Adams County in 1888 and 1889. In 1904 he was 
made a member of the House of Delegates of the 
American Medical Association. 


Dr. Rice was a Justice of the Peace in McSherrys- 
town for 36 years. During this time many cases came 
before him. In the majority of these he handed down 
decisions, holding few for court. His aim was to save 
the taxpayer the expense of court trial. 


The physicians’ ambition was to be an associate 
judge of Adams County during the later years of his 
life. But each time he was beaten by a small margin. 
Many attributed his defeats to his failure to campaign, 
his feeling that his practice came first. 


Dr. Rice was one of the organizers of the borough 
of McSherrystown and served on the community’s first 
council as officer. He was one of the first directors of 
the McSherrystown public schools, serving as an offi- 
cer. 


Dr. Rice was one of the organizers of the McSherrys- 
town Drainage Co., Inc. in 1903. He served as presi- 
dent of the company after the death of C. D. Smith. 
The deceased also helped to organize the McSherrys- 
town Water Co., the Hanover & McSherrystown Street 


Railway, and the Hanover & McSherrystown Turnpike 
Co: 


Dr. Rice served as state health inspector of the 
county schools for many years and was registrar ‘of the 
vital statistics over a long period of years. For several 
years before his death he employed Charles S. Staub 
as his deputy. 





Compliments of 





CHARLES A. SMITH 








NACE RHODES CO. 


HANOVER, PA. 526 MAIN ST. 
McSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 


INSURANCE AGENCY 
OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 


Phone ME 3-0135 





Inc. 1913 





DEVELOPERS OF CONEWAGO ACRES 






Compliments 


— Formerly “Digges Choice” Land — 


HANOVER RD#1, PA. 
STERNERS SUPER MARKET 
CHARLES S. & MARY C. 
DILLER 


400 YORK ST. & 455 CARLISLE STS. 


HANOVER, PENNA. 





Phone ME 2-2243 


Dr. Rice served as director and president and trea- 
surer of the McSherrystown Building and Loan Associa- 
tion. He was affiliated with Hanover Council, #871, 
Knights of Columbus, was medical examiner of the 
council for many years and was a past officer. He was 
charter member of the McSherrystown Fire Co. and an 
officer. 


Dr. George L. Rice (widely-known and _ highly-res- 
pected physician and one of Adams County’s most 
prominent citizens) died at his home, Main Street, 
MsSherrystown, July 15, 1935. Death was due to in- 
firmities. He had been bedfast for two weeks. The de- 
ceased was aged 85 years. 


Dr. Rice’s medical career extended over a period of 
62 years. Despite his advanced age he continued to 
administer to the stricken until his last illness, conduct- 
‘ing his office at home. He was recognized for his 
outstanding ability as a physician and for his know- 
ledge of law. 


Dr. Rice gave his service with no thought of personal 
gain. Those unable to pay were given attention with- 
out charge. Until advancing age obliged him to limit 
his practice to office patients, the beloved physician 
answered calls at any hour, making trips of mercy 
with horse and buggy before the advent of the auto- 
mobile. There were many occasions when he was 
obliged to wade hip deep through snow to reach the 
bedside of the stricken. He was an active member of 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, McSherrystown. He was 
interested in the advancement of the parochial schools 
in his community. 


Surviving are the following sons and daughters: 
Enders Rice, York; Mrs. Thomas Rogers, Harrisburg; 
Gerald Rice, Carlisle; R. M. Rice, of the Army Medical 
Corps, Letterman General Hospital, San Francisco, Cal. 
and Mrs. Murial Spangler at home. Twenty-four grand 
and eight great-grandchildren also survive. 


DR. A. CURTIS RICE 





Dr. Rice was born in Baltimore and was brought to 
McSherrystown by his parents when he was about a 
year old. He has resided in that place since that time. 
His parents were Dr. George L. Rice, 549 Main Street 
McSherrystown, and the late Annie M. (Brooks) Rice. 
He was aged 47 years, two months and 13 days. 


Dr. Rice received his early education in the parochial 
school of McSherrystown, his preliminary education 
at Mt. St. Mary’s College, Emmitsburg, and his M.D. 
degree from the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Baltimore, from which institution he graduated in 
1897. After graduation Dr. Rice practiced for a year 
with his father in McSherrystown, and after that time 
entered the profession for himself. He had a most suc- 
cessful career and had a great circle of friends who 
were associated with him professionally and socially. 


At the time of his death, November 9, 1923, Dr. 
Rice was a member of the Surgical Staff of the Annie 
M. Warner Hospital, Gettysburg, of which staff he was 
elected as the first president at the time of its organiza- 
tion. He was also a member of the Adams County 
Medical Association, the Knights of Columbus, Hanover 
Council, 571, the Eagle and Moose lodges of Mc- 
Sherrystown and the Conewago and McSherrystown 
Beneficial Societies. He was a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church, McSherrystown. 


Dr. Rice was twice married, the first time to Caroline 
McKinney who died about 1908 and the second time 
to Violet Smith to whom he was married on June 14, 
1910, who survives. Besides his wife there are surviv- 
ing his father and the following children: A. Cyril, 
New York City; Miss Eileen A., a nurse in New York 
City; Rodney R., a member of the Medical Corps, Fort 
Sam Houston, San Antonio Texas; George Carrol, twins 
Leonell and Leon, and Loretta, from the first wife; 
Perpetua, Evangeline, Francis Xavier, George L. and 
Anna Louise, from the second wife, all at home. Two 
brothers, the Rev. George L. Rice, Pastor of the New 
Oxford Catholic Church and J. E. Rice, York, also 
survive together with the following half brothers and 
sisters: Miss Annie R. Rogers, Harrisburg; Gerald A. 
student at Mt. St. Mary's College; Reginald of the Medi- 
cal Department of Fort Santiago, Manila, Philippine 
Islands; and Miss Muriel C. at home. The funeral was 
held with Solemn Requiem High Mass at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church McSherrystown on Tuesday morning 
at 10:00 o'clock. The brother of the deceased, the Rev. 
George L. Rice, New Oxford, was the celebrant. 
Interment was made in his family plot in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery McSherrystown. 


The Right Rev. Philip R. McDevitt, bishop of Harris- 
burg diocese, was present and took part in the mass. 
He gave the absolution of the body. The Rev. George 
L. Rice pastor of the Church of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion, New Oxford was celebrant of the mass; the Rev. 
Leo B. Kerchner, first assistant at St. Mary’s was dea- 
con; the Rev. William J. Burkee, second assistant at 
St. Mary’s, sub-deacon, the Rev. Leo J. Kricten, master 
of ceremonies; and Rev. Dr. L. Augustus Reudter, rector 
of St. Mary’s delivered the sermon. 


Because of the general feeling prevalent here that 
the death of Dr. A. Curtis Rice is not only a family loss 
but a great loss to the community in which he lived 
and did such excellent work as a physician, Burgess 
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H. K. Pfaltzgraff requests that all stores, factories and 
other places of business close during the time of the 
funeral of Dr. Rice on next Tuesday morning. In mak- 
ing the statement Burgess Pfaltzgraff voiced the senti 
ments of the people of McSherrystown, those who 
knew Dr. Rice professionally or as a friend only, that 
this is the greatest loss which McSherrystown has ever 
experienced, His death leaves this town with only one 
resident physician, Dr. George L. Rice, who is ad- 
vanced in years. The deceased physician had a large 
practice not only in McSherrystown but in the sur- 
rounding sections also. In addition to standing high in 
his profession he was known as a Charitable and a 
devout Christian. 


MICHAEL JOSEPH BRENNAN, M.D. 


He was born November 19, 1892 in Heckscherville, 
Schulykill Co., Pa. 


Early in life he moved to Shamokin where he at- 
tended St, Edward’s School and graduated from Sha- 
mokin High School in 1911. He was active in sports 
and was a star of Shamokin High School’s football 
team for several seasons. 


Michael entered Medico-Chiulurgical College, Phila- 
delphia and was graduated from Temple University 
Medical School in 1919. 


He interned at St. Vincent’s Hospital, Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania and served as Resident Physician at Northeast- 
ern Hospital, Philadelphia, after which he established 
a practice in McSherrystown in 1923. 

He was assistant-surgeon at the Hanover General 
Hospital, Philadelphia, after which he established a 
practice in McSherrystown in 1923. 

He was assistant-surgeon at the Hanover General 
Hospital and served two terms as President of Hanover 
Medical Society. 

Dr. Brennan married the former Catherine Earley 
on October 26, 1915 at St. Edward’s Church, Shamokin, 
Pa. 

They had two daughters: Rita and Mary Louise. 

Dr. Brennan died suddenly at Hanover General Hos- 
pital on February 4, 1932 at the age of 39 years. 


A. A. TANANIS 


Anthony Adam Tananis is the third child of Anthony 
W. and Mary A. Tananis. His father was born in Lithu- 
ania in 1874, son of Joseph and Helen Tananis. At 
age 18, to escape the Russian Czar’s Army conscription, 
Mr. Tananis emigrated to the United States, and set- 
tled in Shenandoah in 1902. In 1911, he married 
Mary Bernatonis, daughter of Adam and Eva Berna- 
tonis, and moved to Minersville, Pennsylvania. There 
he lived with his family until his death in September, 
1955. The mother, Mary, died in December of the 
same year. Six children were the products of this 
marriage. 


Anthony was born in Minersville, Pennsylvania, on 
October 27, 1916. He attended the Public Schools 
there, and was graduated from Minersville High 
School in 1934. For a year, he worked for his father 
who operated a retail grocery and meat business 
for forty years. 


Anthony had been quite active in baseball and 
football during his high school years. He played on the 
varsity teams of Minersville and for the American Leg- 


ion baseball team in Schuylkill County. He had hoped 
to become a professional baseball player, but during 
his senior year of high school football, he sustained 
a fracture of the leg which benched him for the 
season. 


As he was convalescing in the hospital, watching 
medicine working to help humanity, he took serious 
stock of himself for perhaps the first time in his life. 
He realized that for all his size . . . his strength... 
which was considerable for a youngster his age .. . 
he was not the self sufficient individual he had ima- 
gined himself to be. This point was made to him 
most clearly when, one day, being thirsty, he could 
not reach his pitcher of water. Except for the aid of 
the nurse, he would remain thirsty. The sound of his 
doctor coming toward his room was the brightest 
spot in the day. That was the time he made the 
biggest decision of his life: he would join the ranks 
of those serving the injured and the ill. 


He entered and was graduated from Penn State 
College in 1939 with a Bachelor of Science Degree. 
He entered Jefferson Medical College in 1940, and 
was accepted by the Phi Rho Sigma Fraternity. He 
was graduated from that Medical School in 1943, 

They were, you will remember, war years, with a 
critical shortage of doctors on the home front. Even 
before his formal graduation exercises, he had begun 
his general internship at the Pottsville Hospital. He 
served there for one year. 


In February 1944, Dr. Tananis left to serve in the 
Army of the United States. Among his assignments 
were the Field Hospital in Carlisle, Pa.; Rhoads Gen- 
eral Hospital , Utica, New York; the 16th Armored Div- 
ision in Camp Chaffee, Arkansas, and the Convalescent 
Hospital at Camp Pickett, Va. Separation from the 
armed service came to Dr. Tananis with the rank of 
Captain, in February, 1946, from Indiantown Gap. 


During ‘his studies at Jefferson Medical College, he 
met Helen Steinmetz, a student nurse at the College 
Hospital. Helen is the only child of Russell and Annie 
Steinmetz. She was graduated from Amity Township 
High School in Athol, Pa. in 1939, and from Jefferson 
Hospital Training School for Nurses in 1943. The 
couple was married on June 30, 1943 at St. John’s 
Catholic Church in Philadelphia, and moved immediat- 
ely to Palo Alto, Pa. Helen worked as a nurse in the 
three hospitals there while Anthony was completing 
his internship at the Pottsville Hospital. 


When Dr. Tananis entered the United States Army 
in 1944, Helen awaiting the arrival of their first born, 
moved to her childhood home in Monocacy Station, 
Berks County, a small village south-east of Reading. 
Maryann, their eldest daughter was born on August 8, 
1944. Three months after Maryann was born, mother 
and child joined the doctor in Fort Smith, Akansas. 
As new assignments were made, the young family 
lived in Little Rock, Arkansas; Memphis, Tennessee; 
and Blackstone, Virginia. A second child, Joanne, was 
born March 28, 1946. 


Dr. Tananis, by this time had received his Army 
discharge, and was looking for a place to settle his 
family, and practice medicine. It was decided to 
purchase the property located on the North East corner 
of North and Stambaugh Streets. The building was 
converted, with small changes, into three office rooms, 
and the remainder of the house was used as a dwel- 
ling for the family of four. 
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The family was increased in 1951 by another 
daughter, Caroline, and 1952, a fourth blessing ar- 
rived and was named Catherine Elizabeth. 


As the family and practice increased, both the liv- 
ing quarters and office space were inadequate. In 
the spring of 1960, renovations were begun and on 
October 15, 1960, without interruption in his regular 
hours, Dr. Tananis was able to practice in his new, 
modern, twelve room suite of offices adjoining the 
residence. 


Helen, his wife, has assisted in the office since 
opening practice in 1946. He now employs four ad- 
ditional nurses. 


Dr. Tananis and his family are members of the 
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church. All! 
of the children have attended the parish school, and 
the two older girls have been graduated from Delone 
Catholic High School. Dr. Tananis is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus Post #2551, and the Loyal Order 
of the Moose, McSherrystown Lodge. 


Professionally, he has been granted membership 
in the American Medical Association, the American 
Academy of General Practice, Pennsylvania State 
Medical Society, York County Medical Society, Hanover 
Medical Society, and is a staff member of the Hanover 
General Hospital. He is currently on the Executive 
Committee of the Hospital, and Assistant to the Chair- 
man of the Obstetrics Department, of the Hanover 
General Hospital. 

Since 1947, examinations of the students of the 
Sacred Heart School, the Annunciation B.V.M. School 
and Delone Catholic High School, and more recently, 
St. Joseph’s Academy, and Conewago Township 
School, have been carried out yearly by Dr. Tananis. 
He has served as examiner for the Girl Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, and 4H Club members in the McSherrystown 
Councils. He has been the team physician for Delone 
Catholic High School football, basketball and baseball 
teams since 1947. In that same year he was appointed 
Medical Advisor for the Adams County Draft Board. 

Since his arrival in McSherrystown, Dr. Tananis has 
delivered more than twelve hundred babies. 





Gerald W. Krepps was a resident of this community 
until 1956 when he moved to New Oxford, R. D. 1, 
Pa. He never left here as far as his civic effort is 
concerned. 

During his high school days he was instrumental 
in helping to form a junior choir at Annunciation and 





also the football team which was then known as 
Central Catholic. 

After graduation with honors, and a perfect atten- 
dance record, he attended Mt. St. Mary’s College where 
he distinguished himself as a student and was granted 
a scholarship. At school he helped to form the student 
council and to draft the first by-laws, he sang with 
the college choir and was soloist with the orchestra. 
This group played for various dances in the area, 
including McSherrystown, and had a program over 
WFMD radio of Frederick, Md. He was elected to 
various student offices and was a class officer and a 
member of the college paper, The Echo. He was 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree, fourth 
in his class. 

He then went to Temple University where he re- 
ceived his Doctor of Dental Surgery degree, again 
distinguishing himself scholastically and graduated 
seventh in a class of 97. He was elected to Dr. Cam- 
eron’s Society of Oral Surgery and Dr. Rusca’s Society 
of Operative Dentistry for scholastic honors; also, was 
a class officer. 

Upon graduation he accepted a commission in the 
U. S. Navy and went on duty at Newport, R.I. and 
was transferred to Sampson Naval Training Station. 
From here he was sent to the Pacific and saw duty at 
Samar, Mannicanni, Manila and Subic Bay. The com- 
manding officer of the dental corps, Capt. Ingersoll 
gave him a letter of commendation during his stay at 
Sampson. 

When he was released from active duty he returned 
to McSherrystown where he bought the family home 
and opened his office in Hanover. During this period 
he was adjutant and then commander of the C.W.V. 
He joined the Chamber of Commerce and was suc- 
cessful in bringing city mail delivery to this town. 
This action created several new jobs in the town as 
well as the convenience to the citizens. 

In 1950 his work brought to town a charter from 
Lions International and the Conewago Lions Club 
was formed. He was elected charter president and 
has served eight years as secretary, which position 
he now holds. . 

While still a student he married Ruth Donley of 
Lancaster. There are seven children: Janice, Richard, 
David, Marjorie, Phillip, Jeffrey and Andrew. There 
are four grandchildren three of whom are living: 
Julia and Elaine Melhorn, and Deann Krepps. 

His work for charity has been recognized by Bishop 
George L. Leach of the Harrisburg diocese by appoint- 
ing him to the Board of Directors of Catholic Charities 
for Adams and Franklin Counties. 
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CIVIL WAR 


The Muster of Company F, 16th Regt., Marion Rifles, 
of Hanover, Pa., during Civil War, shows a number of 
Catholic names: Joseph A. and Lewis Renaut, Alfred 
McKinney, Adam Klunk, Jeremiah Carbaugh, Jacob 
D. and Pius Niederer, Anthony Klunk, Jerome Adams, 
Michael F. Mulgrew, Wm. McFarland. 

Peter Smith of Mt. Pleasant Township who died in 
1884, served in Captain Adam’s Co. during war of 
1812. Mt. Pleasant volunteers formed a strong com- 
mand in 1828. The Buchanan Rifles of Mt. Pleasant 
were organized in March 1859. The Union Rifle 
Company was organized in Mt. Rock 1861, composed 
of men from Oxford, Conewago and adjoining Town- 
ships. Subsequently they held a meeting declaring 
their determination to stand by the Constitution of the 
Union. 

This was the first military company organized, in 
anticipation of civil war, which declared a principle. 


HANOVER G.A.R. MEMBERS 
1899 


This group of members of Major Jenkins Post No. 
99, G.A.R., many in uniform, and citizens of Hanover 
gathered about the fountain on Center square 1899 
facing towards the Frederick street entrance with 
Broadway in the background. Standing in front of the 
cannon on the right is Commander Frank A. Ziegler 
and beside the cannon on the left is Joel Henry; in 
first row, right to left, appear the Rev. Emory Weeks, 
Major Joseph A. Renaut, Mahlon H. Naill, with drum; 
Harry Hershey, Jerre Kohler, unknown bearded vet- 
eran, Jacob Kline, N. B. Carver, Charles Young, Jacob 
Bender, Charles Z. Thomas, Dr. Nathan Stambaugh, 
Jacob Lau, Silas Beard, Dan F. Stair (fifth from left), 
William Lau (fourth) Dan Withers and Henry Becker 
(with wooden leg); second row, right to left — George 
Kline (fifer), L. B. Johns, unknown vet, David Forney, 
James Gordon, George Koehler, Charles T. Kump, 


George Carl, William Dresher, William Small, James 
Miller, Jacob Shultz, William Bair, Frank Roberts, un- 
known, Henry Trone, John Kline, and two unknown at 
left end; third row, right to left, not in order — David 
E. Winebrenner, Adolphus Baughman, Lewis Renaut, 
Veteran Feeser, Isaac Wagner, John Zinn, Albert An- 
thony, Samuel E. Trone, Daniel Snyder, Dr. O. T. Ever- 
hart, Michael Bucher, Henry K. Wentz, Peter Resh, 
Alfred Koller, and Veteran Biddle; in the fourth row, 
M. ©. Smith is standing beneath the cupid of the 
fountain and to right of him are Joe McKinney and 
Daniel Carter. Others in the rear include Christ Bange, 
Calvin Shultz and Charles Emig. — Photo from Melvin 
Henry. 


CIVIL WAR INTERESTS 


To the people of this area the Battlefield of Gettys- 
burg means: A school of faith and patriotism to thou- 
sands of dead who spared no sacrifice that the country 
might live as a nation and every man be free and 
equal before God; what money and labor the govern- 
ment expended to do honor to the dead heroes buried 
here, a shrine of all the beauties of nature, works of 
art in marble and bronze, a sacred shrine of all the 
beauties of history to inspire man with love of God 
and his country, and his neighbor as himself. 

What a sublime school of intelligence, charity, re- 
ligion, patriotism, ambition, inspiration! Could only 
our children fully and freely imbibe its lessons, blood- 
stained, tear-stained, love-stained, heroic lessons, God- 
inspired; because of himself alone man can no more 
do great deeds of good than he can keep from doing 
great evil or committing great sins. What a difference 
between the silent, thoughtful, impressive lesson 
learned here——broad, deep, wide as the sea, eternal, 
and the lessons we learn in the miraculous school of 
religious and political prejudice. 

During the battle of Hanover, General Stuart's con- 
federate forces caused the Union forces under Kil- 
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patrick back across the Littlestown road and the Littles- 
town railroad to McSherrystown. 

June 27, 1863—Confederates moved through Mc 
Sherrystown, under command of Col. White, about 
9:30 A.M. Farmer from vicinity of McSherrystown rode 
a horse to Hanover to notify the citizens that the con- 
federate troops were coming. His route to Hanover, 
was by the way of Third Street, and Carlisle Street to 
the Center Square. 

Men from McSherrystown who fought in the Civil 
War were attached to the 87th regiment. 

A flying company of men were formed from Mc- 
Sherrystown and Hanover. This outfit went by the way 
of Carlisle to Cashtown, where they met the Confeder- 
ates in the famous battle of the Fog. They were defeat- 
ed and retreated to Carlisle. Later at Hanover and 
Gettysburg, the picture was reversed, with the Union 
Forces, victorious. 
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June 30, 1863: Wagon train captured by Stuart's 
men, at Rockville, Md. consisting of 125 wagons, 900 
mules, loaded with army supplies and 400 prisoners 





were taken. This caused the confederates to be slowed 
down from 55 miles per day, to a walk, and permitted 
Union Cavalry, under Kilpatrick, to catch up and defeat 
them at Hanover, five miles short of joining up with 
Early returning to Gettysburg on Lee’s recall order. 


Gen. Gregg went through McSherrystown with the 
2nd U. S. Cavalry, July 2, early in the morning, 1863. 
There are reports it was July 1, but actually it was in 
the early hours of the 2nd. They were enroute to 
Gettysburg, where they participated in the 2nd and 
3rd day battle at Gettysburg. 


“McSHERRYSTOWN JOHN BURNS” 


When Historian George R. Powell visited General 
David M. Gregg at his residence in Reading in 1904, 
the Civil War cavalry officer told of the following in- 
cidents: 


“There was an incident that occupied just as | en- 
tered the village of McSherrystown, west of Hanover. 
A farmer, in citizens clothes, rode up to me and asked 
permission to enter my command and fight. He was 
earnest and | turned him over to one of my aides. The 
man was armed with a large rifle and he rode with 
us until we approached the enemy in the afternoon 
of July 2, when we came in contact with Johnson’s 
division of the Confederate army near Gettysburg and 
the fighting began. | then lost sight of him. Whether he 
joined us in the fight or not, | do not know. He showed 
all evidence of being a brave man, a real soldier. 





“THE CIVIL WAR” 


June 30, 1863, General Stuart’s Confederate raiders 
and General Kilpatrick’s Union Cavalry Division of the 
Army of the Potomac met at Hanover, Penna., the 
opening skirmish of the Battle of Gettysburg. 


The rebels were at York under Early, at Carlisle 
under Ewell, Longstreet at Fayetteville, Hill at Cash- 
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town, Lee at Chambersburg; Meade succeeded Hooker 
and covered the Maryland border from Emitsburg to 
New Windsor. The Union forces had been placed under 
young Officers, Merritt, Custer, and Farnsworth; Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick in command of the Third Division; Gen- 
eral Buford of the First, opened the Battle of Gettys- 
burg; General Griggs of the Second, passed from West- 
minster to Hanover Junction, then to Gettysburg 
through Hanover and McSherrystown, camping in the 
meadows along Plum Creek. 


Those were exciting times, the people giving all they 
had to the hungry of both sides. Horses were taken 
but no property was willfully destroyed around here. 

Michael Reily and Vincent Sneeringer, kept store 
during this period, at the same location where John 
Reily had his store in McSherrystown. Mother Antoin- 
ette was at St. Joseph’s Academy, and Rev. J. B. Caf- 
tani at Conewago. 


July 1, 1863, the opening of the Battle of Gettys- 
burg, the sun set on Union defeat, the first and 
eleventh Corps of Meade’s Army being hurled back 
on Cemetery Hill with great loss, but the tide of battle 
turned on the 2nd and 3rd toward Appomattox. 


After the Battle of Gettysburg, there was a rush to 
the Battlefield, many to carry food and relief supplies, 
many out of curiosity, and for plunder, picking up 
everything as relics. Soldiers were sent around to 
search houses, as far down as Hanover, McSherrys- 
town, New Oxford, and Irishtown, wherever they 
thought government property might be concealed. 
Neighbors sometimes informed on each other; at some 
places blankets and guns were stacked in the yard, 
and in later years we remember seeing Uncle Sam’s 
big initials, but now war relics are very scarce. 

J.T. Reily 
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Pump at Academy used by Civil War Soldiers 
Dewey Walker’s House in rear. 








Pump used during Civil War by Soldiers on the march 
through McSherrystown. Property of Maggie Small 


TROOPS THROUGH McSHERRYSTOWN 

Quote: “The only force that we are able to positively 
ascertain passed through McSherrystown was the Union 
Fifth Corps, commanded by Major General George 
Sykes. During the action at Hanover, there undoubtedly 
were at different times various Confederate and Union 
cavalry units in McSherrystown and its immediate 
vicinity, but there is no mention of McSherrystown 
anywhere in the official records. 

Until the time he took command of the Army of the 
Potomac on June 28, 1863, the Fifth Corps was under 
the command of General George G. Meade. The 
following day, the Corps, under its new commander, 
General George Sykes, marched from Frederick, Mary- 
land, reaching Gettysburg early on the morning of 
July 2, via Liberty, Union Mills, Hanover, and Mc- 
Sherrystown. On July 1, 1863, the first day of the 
Battle of Gettysburg, the Fifth Corps was passing 
through your town of McSherrystown, Pennsylvania. 

“The Fifth Corps at this time was composed of 
15,102 officers and men, and included 26 pieces of 
artillery. Their casualties at Gettysburg were 2,187 
and of this number 28 officers and 337 enlisted men 
were killed. The Union defense of Little Round Top 
was their assignment during the Battle, and the brave 
and immortal deeds of men such as Brig. Gen. Weed, 
Colonels O’Rorke, Vincent, Chamberlain, and Lieu- 
tenant Hazlett, are well known in the annals of war.” 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin R. Conway 
Park Historian 
Gettysburg, Pa. 
Dept. of Interior 
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1437 BROADWAY 
HANOVER, PA. 
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VALLEY MOTORS, INC. 


630 CARLISLE STREET 


HANOVER, PENNSYLVANIA 


KEN MYERS 


Dealer 


Phone ME 7-5939 


METROPOLITAN 
LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


LIFE, HOSPITALIZATION, HEALTH 
AND 
ACCIDENT INS. 


RICHARD W. KLUNK 
24 N. 6th ST., McCSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 
ME 7-1703 


RICHARD W. CONRAD 
516 BRIDGE AVE., McSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 
ME 7-2406 


ROSS H. BRILLHART 
187 SECOND AVE., HANOVER, PA. 
ME 7-2306 


BURNELL P. BEVENOUR 
361 BRIDGE AVE., McSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 
ME 7-1433 








Hagerman, Basil, Priv., Centennial; Hamme, Charles, Priv., Hanover; Jacoby, Emory, Priv., Centennial; Lawrence, 
John I., Priv., McSherrystown Prom. Corp August 1, 1898; Sell, Jacob, Priv., Hanover; Staub, Louis, Priv., McSherrys- 
town; Trimmer, Samuel, Priv., Hanover Prom Corp, August 1, 1898; Trone, Maurice, Hanover — Ist Sgt., August 1, 
1898. 


IS HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF? 


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR: In February 1898, a 
great explosion shook the harbor at Havana, Cuba. 
The blast destroyed the United States Battleship 
Maine, which burst into flames and sank in the harbor. 
Two hundred and sixty American seamen were killed. 
The sinking of the Maine set the stage for the war 
between the United States and Spain. 

The Spanish-American War began in April, 1898, 
and ended four months later. It grew out of American 
sympathy for the opressed peoples of Cuba. 

CAUSES of the WAR. For many years before the war 
the Cuban people had suffered under the harsh rule 
of Spanish colonial masters. The Cubans had no 
elected legislature, and only the rich had any influence 
in the affairs of the colony. Taxes were used to support 
Spanish officials and to keep up a strong army and 
navy. The government did little to help the Cuban 
people. Remaining information is well known in the 
annals of war. 


FIFTH REGIMENT PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEER 
INFANTRY 


Pursuant to General Orders No. 7, Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office, dated April 25, 1898, the Fifth Regiment 
Infantry, National Guard of Pennsylvania, on April 
27, 1898, left their respective home stations and pro- 
ceeded by rail fo Mt. Gretna, Pa., where they arrived 
early on the morning of April 28, being the first in- 
fantry organization in the division to reach the point 
of mobilization. The total strength of the regiment 
when it reported for duty was 37 officers and 483 en- 
listed men, a total of 520 men. 

On May 18, 1898, the regiment was mustered into 
the service of the United States by Major W. A. Thomp- 
son, U. S. Army, and comprised thirty-seven officers 
and six hundred and four enlisted men. Pursuant to 
telegraphic orders from the War Department, the regi- 
ment broke camp at Mt. Gretna on the morning of May 
17, 1898, and at 12:30 P.M., started by rail for Chick- 
amauga Park, Georgia. The regiment arrived at Battle- 
field Station, Chickamauga Park, Georgia, on the after- 
noon of May 19, at 5 P.M., bivouaced for the night 
on Snodgrass Hill, and on the morning of May 20 


marched three miles and went into camp along the 
Alexander Bridge road. The regiment was assigned to 
the First Brigade, Third Division, First Army Corps. On 
June 20, Majors John P. Kennedy and Robert C. 
McNamara were detailed to recruit the companies of 
their respective batallions to one hundred six men, 
the full complement being readily secured and all, 
recruits having reported by July 4, 1898. 


Orders were received on June 29, 1898, to recruit 
a third batallion of four companies of one hundred 
six men each. The work of recruiting and mustering 
the additional battalion was placed in charge of 
Captain Hugh S. Taylor, Company B. Within three 
weeks all the companies had been mustered in, and 
had reported for duty at Camp George H. Thomas. 
Company | was recruited at Somerset; Company K, at 
Wellsboro; Company L, at Clearfield; and Company M, 
at Gettysburg. Lieutenant Colonel Rufus C. Elder was 
placed in command of the First Battalion; Major John 
P. Kennedy, formerly of the First Battalion was as- 
signed to the command of the Second Battalion, and 
Major Robert C. McNamara, formerly of the Second 
Battalion, to command the Third. August 12, 1898, 
the regiment moved about one-half mile nearer Battle- 
field Station, and encamped along the Brotherton road. 
Here there was good drainage and higher ground. 
On the afternoon of the 22nd, the regiment left Ross- 


ville and traveled by rail to Camp Hamilton, near 


Lexington, Kentucky, a distance of two hundred and 
fifty miles, the first battalion reaching its destination 
on the 23rd of August, and the other battalions on 
the 24th. The camp at Lexington was all that could be 
desired for health or beautiful surroundings.. 


On September 17, 1898, the regiment was granted 
a thirty days’ furlough, and each company was 
directed to proceed to its home station. The head- 
quarters of the regiment were established at Altoona, 
Pa, After the expiration of the furlough, ten days 
were given for muster out, and this time was after- 
wards increased an additional twenty days to give 
the regiment an opportunity to participate in the Peace 
Jubilee at Philadelphia, on October 27, 1898. The 
regiment was finally mustered out, November 7, 1898. 


In this regiment were the following from McSherrys- 
town, Hanover and Centennial. 
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Compliments of 


A. H. KUHN GLASS SERVICE 


AUTO GLASS @ MIRRORS 


LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE 


GLASS FURNITURE TOPS @ THERMOPANE 


#720 TWINDOW e@ WINDOW GLASS 
Wea cay 
a! 
AT 215 LINDEN AVENUE 
"Cans 
HANOVER, PA. 
Chartered Oct. 3rd, 1916 


Charter open now 


Phone 632-4197 





WEDDINGS A SPECIALTY 


YEALY’S GARAGE 
CUSTOM PHOTO FINISHING 


MT. ROCK RD. 


POIST’S STUDIO 


ME 7-2827 
COMMERCIAL AND PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY 


HANOVER, PA. 


20-22 E. MIDDLE ST. HANOVER, PA. 


— Good Quality Used Cars — 
ESTABLISHED 1883 Paint & Repair-Work 


Phone 633-5159 Specialists 


WORLD WAR | 
HONOR ROLL 


Earl Myers, John F. Rice, C. J. Strausbaugh, Joseph 
Weaver. ; 

Chaplain Rev. George J. Rice, Paul Barnes, Gregory 
J. Beckman, Joseph F. Beckman, Ralph P. Biehl, Charles 
Bixler, Gerald C. Bixler, Harry H. Bixler, Julius Ellis 
Bixler, Raymond Bixler, Titus J. Bolin, Charles Edwin 
Brady, Hugh Brady, Charles I, Bunty, Helen M. Bunty, 
William J. Bunty, Brian Colgan, Francis W. Cratin, 
Frederick Davenport, Harry F. Dougherty, Joseph Fran- 
cis Eline, Paul James Eline, Robert Mehil Eyler, Dono- 
van Frock, Walter E. Frock, Charles R. Groft, Hayes 
Tomes Groft, Raymond P. Groft, William Edgar Groft, 
George Ellsworth Hagaman, Claude H. Horner, Eugene 
F. Hipp, Irwin J. Keefer, Oscar Edward Keefer, Martin 
A. Klunk, Arnold O. Legore, George Ralph Losman, 
Frank H. Marshal, Malissa McElhenney, George A. 
McKim, Kenneth S. McMaster, Augustus E. Miller, Leo 
P. Miller, Clarence E. Myers, Bernard |. Noel, Cletus C. 
Orndorff, Wm. Orndorff, Leo B. Poist, Mark W. Poist, 
August R. Powell, Charles Rang, Daniel G. Reily, Ger- 
ald L. Rice, Joseph R. Rice, Edna Keefer Sessinger, Ray 
L. Sheely, Harry J. Slagle, Eugene I. Small, George W. 
Small, Henry J. Small, Joseph P. Small, Leroy T. Small, 
John Preston Smith, Richard L. Smith, Robert P. Smith, 
Roger A. Smith, Vincent Weaver Smith, Augustus 
Snyder, Curtis W. Staub, Edwin Staub, Ellis Staub, 
Floyd C. Strausbaugh, Eugene S. Stump, John H. Taw- 
ney, Charles G. Topper, John L. Topper, Joseph B. 
Topper, Leo J. Wagaman, Claude E, Weaver, Earl H. 
Weaver, Guy W. Weaver, Joseph E. Weaver, Leo G. 
Weaver, Preston J. Weaver, Clarence J. Wierman, 
George |. Wierman, Robert J. Wierman, Clarence C. 


Yeager, Harry M. Yeager, Henry J. Yohe, Kenneth D. 
Zinn. 


GEORGE B. LIVELSBERGER 
By Joan Livelsberger 





A Mr. Livelsberger came from Germany and settled 
near Biglerville Pa. One of his children was Henry 
Livelsberger, who married Sylvia Weaver and lived 
near Conewago Chapel. Of this marriage there were 
seven children, one of whom was Leo. He married 
Agnes Klunk, September 11, 1883. There were ten 


children from this union, one of whom was George 
D., who married Helen Horwedel, September 20, 1921. 
They had eleven children: Frances, Helena, George 
David, Eva Theresa, Raymond Burnell, Robert Louis, 
William Thomas, Joan Genevieve, Mary Louella, Leo 
Pius, Thomas Joseph and Philip Maurice. 

George D. Livelsberger, McSherrystown, was form- 
ally presented with the Congressional Medal of Honor, - 
by Lieutenant Colonel R. M. Mitchel, acting -chief of 
staff ‘of the Third Army Corps, following the review 
of the Armistice Day parade at Harrisburg, Penna. 
The medal was awarded to Mr. Livelsberger by Act 
of Congress, in recognition of heroic deeds while 
serving with the American forces at Monfaucon, 
France, during World War |. 


(COPY) 
WAR DEPARTMENT 
THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE 


GDW 595 
WASHINGTON 
AG 201 Livelsberger, George D. 
(8-1-28) Ex August 30, 1928 
Mr. George D. Livelsberger 
R. D. #5, 


Hanover, Pa. 
My dear Mr. Livelsberger: 


| take pleasure in informing you that, by direction 
of the President, under the provisions of the act of 
Congress approved July 9, 1918, and the act of 
Congress approved May 26, 1928, the distinguished- 
service cross was awarded to you by the War Depart- 
ment on August 25, 1928, for extraordinary heroism 
in action north of Montfaucon, France, September 28, 
1918. 

The Commanding General, Third Corps Area, 311 
St. Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland, has been directed 
to present the distinguished-service cross to you with 
appropriate ceremony. 


Very truly yours, 
Major General 
The Adjutant General 


WORLD WAR II 
HONOR ROLL 


Leon R. Ackerman, Donald J. Colgan, Robert P. Col- 
gan, Raymond J. Eckenrode, Joseph G. Eline, John N. 
Gallagher, Robert L. Hertz, Sylvester E. Hockensmith, 
Ervin J. Keefer, Jr., Paul J. Oaster, Burnell J. Willet. 

The men and women who served in the different 
branches of the service during World War II totaled 
35 


‘’ - WORLD WAR II ARTICLE FROM OLD NEWSPAPER 


McSherrsytown, proud in the knowledge that few 
towns so small had given so many sons to the service, 
bid a hearty welcome to her heroes of World War II on 
Saturday (September 14, 1946) with an all-day cele- 
bration which would have been a credit to a far 
larger community. 

From early morning, when memorial services were 
held in the borough’s two churches and in nearby 
Conewago Chapel in tribute to the eighteen men of 
the community who had given their lives, until mid- 
night when a goodly representation of the area’s 
480 servicemen and women danced the last dance 
at a party in the Knights of Columbus auditorium, 
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the Adams county borough and the Conewago area 
made a splendid effort to show the veterans the 
joy felt in their return, the sincere thanks due them 
for a job well done. 


Major General Hanley Speaks 


Speakers at commemorative exercises held in Third 
Street, opposite the town park, following a parade 
over the principal streets of the community, put into 
words this feeling of welcome and gratitude, but 
told those in uniform that their duties to the community 
and the nation had not ceased with the victory. 


“The right of suffrage carries with it the duty of 
service,” Major General Thomas J. Hanley, Jr., com- 
mander of the Eleventh Air Force and the Home- 
Coming Day orator, reminded the veterans. “You can 
now see that the service for which many of you 
sacrificed so much and some of your friends even 
their lives, has protected for those of us who returned, 
for all who come after us, our independent way of 
living. That same quality of sacrifice of personal inter- 
est for the common good will serve you well in the 
future, if you permit it.” 


General Hanley urged his hearers to look back upon 
what they had accomplished while in the service. He 
stressed as qualities of a soldier—cooperation, team- 
work, mutual helpfulness, leadership, decision, toler- 
ance, sacrifice of personal interests for the common 
good. “These qualities” General Hanley declared, “are 
just as important in your everyday life as they 
were in battle.” 


The speaker took each quality of a soldier individu- 
ally, pointing out how it applied to war and how it 
may be used to bring about a better community and 
a better nation. 


“Communities such as this,” he said, “are the 
strength of the Nation. In them the individual qual- 
ities | have mentioned are common virtues of neces- 
sity in ‘order to gain and maintain the respect of 
your neighbor. But they must be made a part of 
our national life, if we are to retain our happiness 
and prosperity.” 


Peace Not Yet Achieved 


“You fought and won this war so that you could 
live in your chosen community,” General Hanley told 
the veterans. “But you cannot afford to stop at this 
point and give no further thought to your freedom. 
You have won the war and the shooting is over. 
Peace has not yet been achieved. Freedom for all 
time is not assured. Until it is assured beyond any 
possibility of doubt, we must remain strong enough 
to secure our own safety.” 


The speaker in closing urged that the United States 
never again be as defenseless as it was in 1941. He 
asked the veterans to continue to observe “the simple 
qualities which built your communities and made you 
good soldiers and won the victory over foreign enemies 
so that you can help to solve the many problems 
which confront all of us today.” General Hanley 
asked the support of the Government in its plans for 
security. “By so doing,” he said, “you will exhibit to 
a high degree the love of country which made you 
want to come home, and will preserve the kind of a 
home to which you want to come.” 


Two Pastors Speak 


The Rt. Rev. Msgr. Patrick F. McGee, rector of the 
Church of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, McSherrystown; chaplain ‘of the Catholic War 
Veterans of the Harrisburg Diocese and a chaplain 
in the armed forces during World War |, and the Rev. 
Edward K. Stipe, pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran church, 
McSherrystown, also told the veterans that as civilians 
they still have duties to state and nation. 


The Rev. Mr. Stipe urged the men and women 
home from the wars to “live up to and believe in” 
peace, democracy, righteousness and God. The Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. McGee urged those who came back to 
keep green the memories of those who did not return. 
He expressed sympathy to the Gold Star wives and 
mothers who were seated before the speakers’ stand. 
Msgr. McGee told the veterans that they had been 
missed while they were away and that prayers had 
been offered for their safe return. He urged that 
prayers now be offered to God for Divine guidance 
of those engaged in writing the peace. The priest told 
the veterans that the community needs them to help 
build a better community, a better state and a better 
nation. 


McSHERRYSTOWN STEAM FIRE ENGINE CO., NO.1 


The records of the company show it was organized 
in the year of 1881. The application for a charter was 
made on the 12th day of March, 1889, and the charter 
was granted in the name of “McSherrystown Steam 
Fire Engine Company No. 1” April 8, 1889 with the 
following members as officers; Edward Shorb, presi- 
dent; Jeremiah Johns and John Noel, vice-presidents; 
George 1. Rice, secretary; F. X. Smith, treasurer; 
Edward Shorb, Jacob Melhorn, V. H. Lilly, C. D. Smith, 
J. A. Poist, V. J. Timmins, S. L. Johns, directors. 


The company adopted rules and by laws at a 
meeting on December 1, 1893. A committee was ap- 
pointed on December 15, 1893 to invite the Burgess, 
Town Council and a Director of the Water Co. to be 
present at a hose testing. 


Activities In 1894 


Ignatius Poist, A. Eckenrode, and J. L. Smith visited 
the pastors of the two local churches in regard to the 
ringing of bells in case of fire. At the same meeting 
Jeremiah Johns was elected president. Following the 
granting of the charter Edward Shorb had resigned as 
president, John L. Daugherty, first vice-president; John 
W. Bishop, second vice-president; George L. Rice, secre- 
tary and Charles F. Smith, treasurer. 

Keys were received from local pastors of the 
churches so the bells could be rung, in the case of 
fire. It was also reported that Stambaugh Brothers 
consented to allow hose to be kept in their barn until 
a more proper place could be secured. A fair for 
April 23 to 28 was planned. 

G. L. Rice was appointed manager of a fair to be 
held in Sneeringer store room, formerly occupied by 
V. L. Timmins. Ladies were appointed and kindly re- 
quested to assist managers. They were Mrs. Peter Mc- 
Sherry and Mary Hart. 

Proceeds of Fair were $350.76. The company moved 
to order a $90.00 hose reel. They also decided to 
divide the town into five sections and had different 
taps for a fire alarm in each section. 


1895 


A very serious fire occurred on a dry summer day 
when the barn of the G. W. Timmins property burned 
and threatened a large part of the first ward. Thirteen 
other buildings ignited, but only the barn was des- 
troyed. The work on the part of the company gave 
them a very high standing in the town. 

The company decided to accept the town council's 
agreement for an engine house. It was decided to 
hold a benefit ball and charge fifty cents admission. 


1896 


Discussed the purchase of hook and ladder truck 
and also a four wheeled hose carriage. A 400 Ib. 
alarm bell was ordered at 17 cents per pound. 


1898 
Twenty-two men were appointed to an additional 


“committee to help get the hose carriage from the 


depot. The Ladder Wagon was delivered the same 
day the Battleship “Maine” was sunk. L. E. Martin 
was elected fire chief. 


1901 


Committee of two appointed to see borough council 
about park grading and drill members were requested 
to grade same. Motion made and carried to organize 
a baseball team to play the Hanover Fire Co. M. V. 
Yeager was appointed manager. 


1903 


There was a fire at S. L. Johns barn on November 
4, loss $300.00. A total of three alarms were sounded 
from March 1902 to March 1903. 


1904 


Moved and seconded that the Company organize 
a Relief Association. Committee on by-laws: Roger 
Smith, A. W. Eckenrode, Paul! Staub. Company nomi- 
nated officers for the association; President, James 
Strausbaugh; Secretary, W. H. Hemler; Treasurer, John 
Roth, Jr. 





Ladder Wagon — 1898 


L. to R.: Sebastian Weaver, John Eline, Unknown., George Ackerman, Paul Lawrence and Charlie Little. 





1905 — Parade — McSherrystown Firemen 
Second St., facing Main St. 
Flag bearers Rt. Thaddeus Wierman Left Mr. Slagle 


1911 


It was decided to purchase benches for the park. 
James B. Devine was elected Director, Chief and Fore- 
man of Company. A. W. Eckenrode was placed on 
roll as Honorary foreman for life. 


1912 


Kenneth (Borze) McMaster was elected foreman of 
Hook and Ladder Truck. 


1915 


Joseph Slagel was elected President, succeeding 
James Strausbaugh who served for eleven years. The 
town council accepted a $100.00 donation from the 
Company and ordered a 45 gallon chemical engine 
from the American La France Co. 


1916 


A motion was made to purchase a Motor Truck, 
price $1675.00, after approval a committee of five 
were appointed to go before the town council to make 
a proposal, they were: W. H. Hemler, E. Willet, J. 
Strausbaugh, J. B. Devine and P. Wagaman. The Town 
Council said they would stand by the Fire Company 
and would help secure an up to date apparatus and 
suggested the appointment of a committee to look for 
something suitable for a town of this size. It was sug- 
gested something be secured which would not use 
chemical. The committees appointed were Ed, Willett 
and William Hemler from the Fire Company and Lewis 
Krichten and Levi Adams from the town council. The 
company resolved to discontinue camping until they 
were out of debt on account of above purchase. 

Soliciting committee for new motor truck reported 
having collected $2384.28. Motion carried the Fire 
Company purchase an American-LaFrance Junior 
Pump. 


1917 


President J. F. Groft; Treasurer, George Felix; Chief 
and Foreman, Ed. Willett. Five drivers for the motor 
truck were appointed: Roy Rudisill, Ray Small, George 
Wierman, Pius Wagaman and James B. Devine. 

The company cleared $455.22 on recent fair. Re- 
ceived permission from Turnpike Company to go 
through toll gate free of charge. 

Motion carried that all members called to Military 
Service remain on the roll in good standing as long 
as they are in the service. 


1918 


Special meeting was called and it was agreed to 
give fire protection to Brushtown; six members were 
appointed to act as assistant police at the raising of 
the pole for the service flag on August 15, at which 
time a parade was held. 


1922 


The company purchased sixty-two uniforms for 
$975.88. It was decided to assist the ladies of the 
town in holding a festival, benefit of the Annie Warner 
Hospital. 


1924 


Officers elected were: Felix V. Topper, President; 
Edward F. Poist, Secretary; George Ackerman, Trea- 
surer; Joseph Groft, Chief. First members arriving at 
engine house after an alarm were requested to start 
the motor of the truck for a faster get away. 

The company adopted a Home Fund Resolution 
unanimously. Chief reported 500 feet of new hose pur- 
chased and he recommended placing two Darlington 
hydrants; one on Ridge Avenue and one on South 
Street, above Fifth. It was decided to get the Pennville 
Players to put on play, “Old Fashioned Mother.” 


1929 


The Penn Box Company was struck by lightning, 
loss amounted to $9,655, June 5. 


1932 


Five fires were reported for the month of May, in- 
cluding a $500.00 loss to Gertrude Lilly stable and a 
$10,000 loss to J. W. Keffer’s farm buildings. Fire 
Company passed a motion to hold festival for un- 
employment fund. 

In November of the above year a motion was ac- 
cepted to buy a new truck. It was a Standard Sea- 
grave Jr., 600 gallon pumper at $6,250.00. 


1933 


The fire company announced they would sponsor a 
baseball team. This team represented McSherrystown 
in the Adams County Firemen’s League. Charles F. 
Noel called for volunteers to assist in keeping order 
at the Ball Park. 

June 17, the dedication of the new fire truck was 
held. There was a parade at 2:30 P.M., followed by 
an address of welcome by Burgess Albert E. Weaver. 











1934 


Discussed building a new engine house under the 
CWA or PWA plan. Joseph Groft reported the CWA 
would pay twenty-five percent of labor and builders 
compensation cost, but the engine house would have 
to be owned by the borough. The PWA would loan 
the borough the money to build the engine house and 
that thirty percent of loan would be donated. No in- 
terest on loan would have to be paid until 1938, after 
which it would be four percent. 

May 2, Charles Noel reported the Fire Co. Baseball 
Team would play in the York County League and not 
the Adams County League as it did the year previous. 

October 3, W. S. Trimmer asked for firemen to assist 
the police for Rev. Reudters funeral. 


1937 


Father Feeser asked fire company to furnish seventy- 
five men for police duty, to direct traffic, park cars 
and guard museum records at the 150th anniversary 
celebration of Conewago Chapel, which is scheduled 
to be held May 30. 


1938 


Chief J. F. Groft reported a fire on February 16, at 
1 A.M., when Central Catholic High School and St. 
Mary’s Grade School were totally destroyed at a loss 
of $121,100.00. Mr. Groft, on the night of the fire, 
ordered sandwiches and coffee for eight fire com- 
panies that assisted in controlling the fire. Eleven sec- 
tions of hose were ruined. 

October 5, Chief Groft congratulated the drill class 
for its showing at Middletown, Penna., where they 
finished first among twenty-five fire companies. Drill 
master was Henry Noel, Sr. 


1939 
The Fire Company celebrated its 50th anniversary 
with one of the largest parades McSherrystown ever 


experienced, It included Twenty-eight bands and fire 
companies. 


1945 
The Town Council appointed Burgess R. Cratin and 
Earl Noel to work with Joseph F. Groft, Charles Noel 
and Lawrence McMaster regarding the proposition of 
building a new fire engine house. 


1949 
George Felix reported for the finance committee 
that the net carnival receipts were $2,010.56 and 
issued a check to the building fund of $2,000.00. 


1952 
The company decided to build a new engine house 
of cement block cased in brick on lot 40’ x 180’. 
Borough to appropriate so much each year for main- 
tenance. Building and finance committees joined to 


contact builders concerning erection of new engine 
house. 


1953 
R. Noel reported dedication of new building will 





be held July 24, and 25, with block parties on both 
dates, a parade on the 25th and ninety-six invitations 
sent out to fire companies to enter parade, prizes of 
$200.00 to be given. 


1955 


Specia! meeting held August 18, concerning the 
condition of Seagrave truck and possible purchase of 
a new truck. Committee appointed: E. Murren, Jos. F. 
Groft, L. McMaster, B. Smith, R. Cramer, L. Heidler, 
Charles F. Noel, James Noel and Henry N. Noel. 


Lions Club reported to company that they would 
purchase an ambulance for residents of community 
and turn it over to the fire company for maintenance 
and operation. 


1961 


June 22, Mortgage burning ceremony took place 
in the form of an “Open House.” 


1962 


Land was purchased from Francis Brady, to be used 
for carnivals or any other activity agreeable to com- 
pany officers, at a cost of $4800.00. This land is situa- 
ted between Third Street and Sylvania Shoe Co. 


In November, company representatives agreed to 
assist in the McSherrystown Bicentennial by assuming 
the responsibilities of the following: Parade, Fireworks 
and Special Events. These events will take place during 
the week of August 4 to 11th, 1963. 


1963 


Current officers are: Eugene Murren, president; Jim 
Noel, chief; Daniel Greenholt, secretary; Bernard 
Brady, treasurer; William Hagerman, janitor. 

The McSherrystown Fire Company assets are $84, 
800, including land, and buildings; $38,925 worth of 
equipment; total assets amount to approximately $126, 
744.24. Liabilities, $15,400. 

The most outstanding worker during the past twenty- 
years is Eugene Murren. 

The above information was compiled from company 
records by Daniel E. Greenholt, secretary. 


FAMILY HISTORY 


Family History is history dramatized. It has been 
said that the obscurest individual life if truthfully 
written, would surpass any romance, and this is true 
of the obscurest family’s life. All families are equally 
ancieni. On earth individual immortality is represented 
in the undying life of every family; it requires the life 
of a family to round out the events individuals find 
so out of joint. The cloud that overwhelmed the way- 
farer of one generation for his successor floats into 
light; the experiences of foregone ages are stored 
in every human being. 


If the history of a particular family is searched it 
is because it is searchable, not because it is great. 
Great and small are terms of ignorance in regard 
of historic causation. In this chain the little link may 
be the most important. To tell the story of one family 
is to tell what is essential in the story of all. 

—M. D. Conway . . . Harper's 


THE McSHERRY FAMILY OF McSHERRYSTOWN 


The McSherrys of McSherrystown are the descen- 
dants of Patrick McSherry, who was born in Ireland 
in 1725 and who founded McSherrystown in 1763. 


Edward and Catherine McSherry 
Son Francis and daughter Matilda 





He was the father of eight children, Patrick, Mary, 
John, Hugh, Catherine, James, Sarah, and Barnabas. 
He died July 13, 1795 at the age of 70. Catherine, his 
wife, after her husband’s death, resided with her son, 
James, and lived to see him crowned with political 
honors. She died November 7, 1813, at the age of 72. 


Patrick, the third, married Mary Fisher and they were 
the parents of John F., William A., James H., Catherine, 
Eliza, Caroline, Margarette, Andrew and Edward. 
Patrick died February 10, 1874, aged 83 years; his 
wife died June 26, 1860, aged 66 years. 


Edward McSherry, Sr., born 1817, died 1907, is 
the son of Patrick III, son of John. He married Cath- 
erine (Little) McSherry, who was born in 1817, died 
1897. Their children were: Peter, Andrew, Edward, 
Francis, Matilda and Josephine. 


Peter McSherry, born (unknown), died 1915, the 
night the cyclone hit Hanover. Peter owned and 
operated the tavern which is now owned by Jerome 
Eline, Hanover. He married Mary (Dougherty) McSher- 
ry who was born in 1852, died, 1908. Their children 
were: Charles Edward, Harry, Genevieve and Cath- 
erine. 


Charles Edward, now living on Main Street, Mc- 
Sherrystown was born in 1881. He is married to 
Georgianna (Busbey) McSherry, who was born in 
1880. She is also living at the Main Street residence. 
Their children are: Rodney, Robert, Joseph, Burnell, 
Leon, Carey, Marie, Florence and Esther. Charles was 
born in the property on Main Street, which is now 
Charles’ home. Charles says they attended Conewago 
Chapel and always walked to church, with his parents, 
through all kinds of weather. 


Rodney Charles McSherry was born October 23, 
1910. He married A. Josephine (Timmins) McSherry. 
She was born May 16, 1917. They were married May 
29, 1937. Their children are: JoAnn Frances and Janet 
Marie. They are now living on North Street, Mc- 
Sherrystown. 


JoAnn Frances (McSherry) Neiderer was born No- 
vember 30, 1938, married June 7, 1958 to Albert L. 
Neiderer. Their children are Michelle Marie and 
Michael Patrick. They make their home on North 
Street, McSherrystown. 


ACKERMAN 


Joseph Ackerman, born in 1877 and his wife, Mary 
Wolf, who was born in 1881, were married in Mc- 
Sherrystown. Their son, Cyril A., was born in 1925, 
and married Miss Corinne S. Bunty of McSherrystown. 
She was born in 1927. They have two sons: Michael, 
born in 1947 and Cyril A., Jr., born in 1952. 


Mrs. Ackerman is a daughter of Roosevelt A., (born 
in 1902) and M. Kathleen Fleshman Bunty (born in 
1905) of New Oxford, and a granddaughter of Charles 
(born in 1862) and Francina Lawrence Bunty (born in 
1862) and who died in 1935. Mr. Charles Bunty died 
in 1944, 


“Connie” owns and operates the Jo-Adrian Beauty 
Salon which has been at its new location since 1961. 
Prior to this date it was known as the South Street 
Beauty Shop, which was opened in 1957. 


Cyril Ackerman is employed by the Eisenhart Wall- 
paper Company in Hanover. He has the following 
brothers and sisters: Charles, Jules, Reginald, Clarence, 
Leon ,deceased), Earl, Viola, Mae, Inez and Alice. 


BURKEE’S 





In 1795 Joseph and Ann Maria Burkee arrived in 
McSherrystown from the district called Goshenhoppen, 
Berks County, Pa. They settled on the most heavily 
travelled intersection in town, which was the corner 
of Main Street and the lane to the local mill. Joseph 
immediately established a hatter’s shop, the trade in 
which he was skilled in his native land, Alsace- 
Lorraine. His business flourished; the country people 
needed coon-skin caps for casual wear while doing 
chores on the farm, and the townsfolk favored broad 
brimmed felts and high silk hats for church going 
and social activities. 


Joseph and Ann Maria had several children who died 
in infancy, but their last child, Joseph Il, lived to 
carry on the family name. The year 1847 marked the 
death of the elder Joseph, after which his estate was 
settled and the land sold to the Madams of the Sacred 
Heart. This property comprises the west campus of 
the present St. Joseph’s Academy. 


Joseph Il bought land at the corner of Main and 
Church Streets and erected a log house to which 
he brought his bride, Mary Adams of Conewago in 
1832. He was a cooper by trade, making not only 
barrels but also the wooden pumps and spigots used 
with them. In pre-Civil War days the sales of staple 
grocery items gradually increased and, in order to 
meet the demands of the public for commercial pro- 
ducts, Joseph II converted his wholesale barrel busi- 
ness to the sale of retail merchandise. This conversion 
marked the beginning of the present Burkee’s Super- 
market. 


Joseph and Mary had eight children, three of whom 
died in childhood. The remaining five included Louisa, 
who married George Hemler; Anthony, who married 
and moved to Buffalo, N.Y.; Francis, who died at the 
age of nineteen after beginning preparation for the 
priesthood at Holy Cross College; Albert, who lived at 
home and remained unmarried; and Joseph III, who 
married Martha Shorb of Littlestown. 


With the death of his father in 1870, Joseph Ill 
remained at the homestead and carried on the family 
business, enlarging and improving the store and living 
quarters to accomodate his flourishing trade and his 
growing family. But four of his six children died in 
early childhood during an epidemic of black diptheria, 
leaving only a daughter, Emma, and a son, Frank. 
Emma was a music teacher and Frank married Rebecca 
Klunk, daughter of Henry and Catherine Smith Klunk 
of Bonneauville. 


When his father died in 1904, Frank became the 
new owner of Burkee’s Store. He and Rebecca were 
the parents of twelve children: Edith, Madelaine, (de- 
ceased), Genevieve, Marian (deceased), Mary, Frances, 
Emma, Helen, Joseph, Robert, Gertrude and Sara. 
Again, the house and store were remodeled and new 
additions built. Frank introduced new lines of mer- 
chandise, shoes, paint and hardware, to provide “one 
stop shopping” for his customers. With all these 
improvements, the sturdy old wooden store sign with 
its painted inscription “J. Burkee, Gen‘l Store” remained 
over the front door in the same place it had occupied 
for decades. 


Frank Burkee died in 1938, and the ownership of the 
store passed on to the fourth generation when his son, 
Robert, became the new owner. Robert Burkee married 
Jean Bechtel of Hanover, and they are the parents of 
two daughters, Jane and Julia. Their only son died 
in infancy. After spending more than three years in 
the Army during World War II, Robert came home and 
immediately started an expansion program for his 
business. He purchased the present store building from 
the Lawrence Smith estate and moved into the exten- 
sively renovated store room in 1949. Today Burkee’s 
Supermarket is a modern, convenient establishment, 
justly proud of its record of more than one hundred 
years of service to the community. 


B. I. NOEL FAMILY 


The Noel family came to America in the early 1700's. 
They settled first around Abbottstown and then located 
throughout the Conewago Valley. John Noel was the 
first to arrive here. He had a son Peter and a grandson 
Adam. Until this time, no dates are recorded for the 
females of the family. Adam married Sally Spalding 
at Mt. Rock. He was killed when a horse bolted and 
threw him, in August, 1863. He and Sally had two 
sons, Edward A. and Arthur. 


Edward A. was born in 1861 and married Mary E. 
Reily, December 28, 1886 at Conewago. She was born 
in 1854. In 1892, Edward moved his family from Mt. 
Rock to McSherrystown and lived in their new home 
on North Street. He was the first drayman, hauling 
cigars to Hanover and supplying coal to the town by 
horse and wagon. He later operated with trucks. They 
were the parents of four children: Reily J., Leo T., 
Natalie, and Bernard |. Natalie was born in 1893 and 
was killed in 1916, when thrown from a horse. 


Edward A. died January 1947. Mary E. Reily Noel, 
who was a sister to John T. Reily, Historian, died in 
August 1942. 

Bernard |. was born in November 1895. He at- 
tended school at the lower end of Main Street, 
near the academy. He later attended St. Mary’s Grade 
and High School. After a course at a night school, he 


accepted a position with the Western Maryland R.R. 
in Hanover in 1912 and retired April 1, 1963 after 
fifty years service. 

During World War | he served on the front lines 
in the Moselle sector near Metz, France. After the war 
was over, he spent some time in Paris, Monte Carlo, 
and Nice, France. He was discharged in 1919. 

In 1922, he married Ella Willet, daughter of David 
and Mary Willet, in St. Mary’s Church. 

Bernard was elected first Commander of the Catholic 
War Veterans Post #372; Commander of Harold H. 
‘Bair Post #14, American Legion, Hanover; served as 
District Deputy of the 35th District Knights of Columbus; 
Grand Knight of McSherrystown Council #2551. 
Treasurer of Central Catholic High School Athletic 
Assoc. from 1937 to 1947 and the same association 
for Delone Catholic High School for 1953-1962 period. 
He was Treasurer of the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
and played basketball with St. Mary’s team. During 
World War Il he was in charge of three Air Spotter 
stations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Noel have one child, Jean B. Noel who 
is married to Genevieve Young and is a clerk in the 
Accounting Dept. of Bethlehem Limestone Co., Han- 
over. They have three children: Kathaleen, Susan and 
Michael. 


CHARLES F. SMITH 





Charles F. Smith, son of F. X. and Louisa Hombach 
Smith was born on January 21, 1869. On April 17, 
1890, he married Annie Laurie McKinney. They were 
the parents of these children: C. Fred, Robert P., Richard 
D., Herbert E., Curtis A., Walter H., Cowardin L., C. 
Nelson, Annie Laurie, J. Donald, Chauncey J., Helen 
L., Doris N., Karl J., Earl J., and E. Lorraine Smith. 

C. Fred married E. Regina Krichten and they had 
five children: W. Whitfield, C. Clifton, Sidney A., Emily 
A., and Irl A. Smith. 

Robert P. married M. Roxanne Weaver; Herbert E. 
married Pearl H. Moessinger and had three children: 
Charles A., Phyllis J. and Charles R. 

Cowardin married Mary A. Klunk; J. Donald married 
Beatrice E. Shetter; Chauncey J. married Doris V. Stam- 
baugh; Helen L. married Paul R. Trostle and have one 
son, Robert P., E, Lorraine married Robert L. Alwood 


and they have one daughter, Suzanne L. 
Mr. Charles F. Smith died January 14, 1931 and Mrs, | 
Annie Laurie Smith died December 22, 1960. 





KREPPS 


Widow Krepps arrived in this place about 1840 
with a son Casper. 

Casper Krepps, 1833-1917, m. Sarah Ann Hare > 
(Haar), 1835-1910, c. Francis C., 1860-?; Mary M., | 
1861-1935 (Nun); Joseph A., 1862-1862; Mary K., 
1863-1943 (Nun); Ignatius, 1864-1865; John B., 1866- 
1916; Ignatius W., 1877-1946; Lydia A., 1869-1904; — 
Joseph P., 1870-1927; Jerome, 1873-1939; Luisa, 1875- 
at birth; Lucy C., 1876-?; George, 1877-at birth. 

Ignatius W., m. Lottie Trone (1868-1952), c. Agnes, — 
1892-1892; Earl G., 1894- ; Mark E., 1895- ; 
Paul H., 1898-1952; Albert A., 1903- ; Robert J., 
1906-1911. | 

Earl G., m. Effie May Kinneman, 1892-1936, c., 
Gerald W., 1917; Mildred R., 1919; Robert J., 1924; | 
Mary Jane, 1925; George E., 1926-1936. 

Mark E., ra. Edna Smith (died 1955), c., Loretta, 
William, Donald, Rosalie, James, Thomas, Joseph, 
Frederick and Daniel. 

Paul H., m. Dorothy Mae Willet, 1899-1934, c., twins, 
Leon, Elizabeth, Paul, Loyola, Francis and Dorothy. 

Albert A., m. Bernadette Lawrence, c., Theresa, Mary 
Rita, Albert, Lawrence, Edward, Bernadette and Vincent. 

From the original settler to this point covers five 
generations. The sixth and seventh generation will be 
covered in the family book along with the full history 
of each’ of the preceding. To list to this point is to give 
recognition to the early members of the family and 
information as to where further knowledge may be 
obtained. 


I. M. STAUB 


Austin M. Staub was born, August 4, 1827. He 
married Miss Mary Ann Weaver who was born April 
30, 1837 at New Oxford and they had nine children. 
Mr. Staub died in 1893 and Mrs. Staub lived until 
1918. One of these nine children was Charles S. Staub. 
He was born in March 1866. He worked for the F. X. 
Smith Company for 63 years. He married Clara Robin- 
son who was born in 1870. They had six children: 
Clara, Genevieve, Annette, Cecelia, Adrian and Igna- 
tius Marcellus. Mrs. Staub died in 1953 and Mr. Staub 
lived until 1955. 

Ignatius M. Staub was born in McSherrystown and 
worked for the F. X. Smith Company for 58 years. He 
married Miss Jennie M. Bair and they have twelve 
children: Jeune S. Weller, Stephen |., Anna V. S. Noel, 





Mary L. S. Redding, Charlotte S. Shetter, Angela S. 
McCleaf, Jane S. Noel, Robert F., Willian B., Loretta S. 
Folmer, and twins, Vincent P. and Caroline Theresa; 
who is now a Religious known as Sister Vincent Mary, 
aa. J. 


Mr. Staub served as a Justice of the Peace for 25 
years. He was a member of the Borough Council for 
44 years. He is a very active member of the Knights 
of Columbus #2551 and has been their financial secre- 
tary for 39 years. He is also a Director and Treasurer 
of the Knights of Columbus Home Association, Mr. and 
Mrs. Staub reside at 372 Main Street and are grand- 
parents of 44 children and the great grandparents of 
six children. 





CHARLES DOMINIC SMITH FAMILY 


Charles Dominic Smith was born in Union Township, 
Adams Co., Pennsylvania, on September 20, 1855; he 
died in 1927. He lived the greater part of his life in 
McSherrystown, Pa. He was a great grandson of Charles 
Smith who emigrated to the United States about 1766 
at the age of seventeen from Alsace, France. He came 
as an indentured servant and worked originally as a 
“Land Stripper”. He might well be called “Patriarch” 
since practically all the Smiths in Conewago, McSherrys- 
town and Hanover are descended from him. He married 
Anna Spitler; they had eight boys and three girls. When 
he died at the age of eighty-three, there were one 
hundred and eleven grandchildren. He served over 
three years in the Revolutionary War in the First Penn- 
sylvania Regular Volunteers and the First Continental 
Line in Captain James Wilson’s Company. There is no 
record of his having been wounded though he fought 
in important battles on Long Island and Westchester 
County, New York. 


After a brief education, Charles Dominic Smith, 
started work as a farmer but in 1881 he entered the 
tobacco business with John Poist. After one year, he 
sold out to Mr. Poist and embarked in the grocery and 
feed business at 511 Main Street, McSherrystown. 
This was the first of numerous ventures in the Mc- 
Sherrystown community. He bought land in the part of 
town that is now Ridge Avenue, bounded on the North 
by the Cemetery and the East by the Oxford Road. He 
subsequently opened and operated the stone quarry 
on this property for and from the remaining land raised 


grain and hay for the horses required for this and the 
store operation. In 1893, when the Hanover Light, 
Heat & Power Company was formed, he was one of the 
six original directors. At the turn of the century, he 
served as Associate Judge in the Adams County courts 
in Gettysburg. In 1905, he was instrumental in start- 
ing the Farmers Bank at Main & Fourth Streets and 
was president until his retirement in 1914. He helped 
organize and was an officer of the First Building & 
Loan Association in town; similarly, he served the 
Turnpike Company. He built a number of houses and 
owned several in addition to the store property and 
his home. He had a coal yard for several years about 
1910. He wrote deeds and wills for many people al- 
though his formal education never extended beyond 
the fifth grade. He acted as clerk at many sales, 
especially auction sales of farm equipment and live 
stock. 


Mr. Smith was a member of the Conewago congre- 
gation and his children were baptized there. When 
the church was built in McSherrystown, he became a 
member there. In his relations with his family and the 
numerous people with whom he came in contact, he 
was singularly fair and always constructive. In 1881, 
he married Clara C. Weaver of York, Pennsylvania. 
She contributed a spiritual and economic drive that 
complemented the high ideals he had derived from 
his heritage and his religion. Together they had ten 
children, nine of whom lived to maturity. 


His eldest son, Edward C., was graduated from 
Notre Dame in electrical engineering in 1901. Shortly 
thereafter, he was employed by the Harrisburg Steel 
Corporation with whom he was associated until a 
few years before his death in 1959. Roger A., operated 
in the tobacco business in McSherrystown for a num- 
of years but sold out his interest and joined the U. S. 
Cavalry in World War |. He died in 1960. Mary C., 
was graduated from Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia, and 
after several years of teaching in McSherrystown en- 
tered the Order of the Sisters of St. Joseph as Sister 
Marie de Sales. She taught for many years at Chestnut 
Hill College. J. Preston remained in McSherrystown; 
worked in the bank and was subsequently a cashier. 
He was also active in the insurance business. He died 
in 1945. Gerald F., was graduated from Pennsylvania 
State University with the degree of Bachelor of Science 
in electrical enginering in 1911. He spent most of 
business career with the Westinghouse Company where 
he was awarded the company “W” for outstanding 
work in the field of electro-motive engineering. He 
spent a year as consultant to the French Government 
when the Paris et Orleans Railroad was electrified in 
1935. V. Weaver was graduated from Penn State 
University with the degree of Bachelor of Science in 
Chemistry in 1914; Master of Science in 1915. He 
spent several years in Canada but has been employed 
for the most part in New York City. He recently retired 
from the Lummus Company, designers and constructors . 
of oil refineries, chemical and allied plants. Since World 
War II, he had been occupied mostly in Europe, 
especially in Italy. Florence A., was graduated from 
St. Joseph, Emmittsburg. She was employed mostly in 
Philadelphia and is currently working with the Public 
Service Commission of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania. F. Marshall was graduated from Penn State Uni- 
versity with the degree of Bachelor of Science in In- 


dustrial Engineering in 1921. He has been employed 
mostly in New York City, especially with the Western 
Electric Company in the original installation of automa- 
tic telephone equipment. In 1941, prior to Pearl Harbor, 
he joined the United States Navy and was stationed at 
Newport, R.I., where subsequently he became Planning 
Officer for the entire Torpedo Program during World 
War Il. Pauline E., also was graduated from St. Josephs 
Emmittsburg, Md. After her studies, she entered train- 
ing and became a nurse. Several years later, she joined 
the Sisters of Charity as Sister Pauline. For many years, 
she was superintendent of nurses and head of the 
Nurses Training School in many cities in the North 
and South including Detroit, Rochester, Buffalo, and 
Norfolk, Va. In 1937, she was called to the mother 
house in Paris, France, for consultation regarding 
American nursing methods. 


HEMLER FAMILY 


Christian Hemler |, came from Germany in 1747 in 
the ship ‘Speedwell’, landing in the Port of Philadel- 
phia. He was a farmer. He married in this country and 
had two sons, Joseph |, born in 1768, and Henry I, 
born in 1773. 


Joseph | married Anna Mary Orndorff who was 
born in 1765. They had five sons. John, Joseph Il, 
Christian Il, Jacob |, and Henry II. Joseph | died in 
1835, his wife Anna Mary died in 1837. 


Christian Il, born in 1796, married Catherine Flesh- 
man who was born in 1802. There were seven sons 
and two daughters born to this union: Jerome C., 
Henry Ill, George Y., Jacob II, Pius, Philip, Joseph III, 
Agnes, and Catherine. Christian Il died in 1882, his 
wife Catherine died in 1880. 


George Y. Hemler was born in 1834. He married 
Louisa A. Felix who was born in 1839. They were the 
parents of nine children: Sylvester, a farmer; George 
F., Martin, and Weldon were in the cigar industry, 
Jerome had a store in Hanover, Louisa was a seam- 
stress; Sarah, a Religious; John was proprietor of the 
Centennial Hotel, Harry (and Sylvester) moved west. 
Louisa Felix Hemler died in 1904 and George Y., died 
in 1920. 


Martin H. Hemler who was born in 1862, married 
Annie E. Lawrence who was born in 1865. There were 
these children and grandchildren: 


Ligouri, born in 1890, who married Leo Sneeringer 
and had nine children. 


Anna Mae, born in 1893, who married William 
Groft. 


Regina who was born in 1895 and remained single. 
Eileen, born in 1904, who married Richard E. Myers, 
had one child. 


Mildred born in 1906 married Charles Brady and 
had two children. 


Herbert born in 1907 married Grace Heise and have 
two children. 


George D. born in 1899, married M. Ferne Hoffheins 
who was born in 1904. 


To this union these children were born: 


Paul M. Hemler, born in 1927. He received his 
degree as a Doctor of Medicine in June 1954. He is 


now in General Practice in Lancaster, Pa. He married 
Elizabeth T. Bouchell, born in 1930, and they have 
four children. Mrs. Elizabeth Bouchell Hemler is a 
descendant of Patrick McSherry. 

Thomas J. Hemler was born in 1929. He was or- 
dained a priest in May, 1956. Father Hemler is a pres- 
ent assistant pastor at St. Catherine Laboure Church in 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Angela Marie Hemler was born in 1931. She was 
received into the Order of Sisters of St. Joseph in April 
1950. She is known as Sister Miriam Angela, S.S.J., 
and is now teaching at the Corpus Christi School in 
Chambersburg, Pa. 

Robert F. Hemler was ordained a priest in the Order 
of St. Augustine June 1958. Father Hemler is now 
teaching at the Msgr. Bonner High School, Drexel Hill, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

George D. Hemler was a bookkeeper and credit 
manager at the Hanover Cabinet Co., for 34 years and 
the Weathervane Furniture Co. for 5 years until his 
death in 1958. 


LOUIS BRADY 
By Si Brady 





Louis Brady born somewhere above Centennial 
about 1836, was a carpenter. He and other men of 
the same trade walked to and from Reisterstown, Md., 
to work. 


He married Mary Filler about 1860 in the Conewago 
Chapel. He was drafted into the Union Army and was 
in Virginia during the Battle of Gettysburg. They had 
twelve children: one was James Louis Brady, born in 
a log house along the Little Conewago Creek near 
Irishtown, in 1878. He started to work in McSherrys- 
town at the age of (12) twelve, making cigars and 
still works in the same town, at the same trade today, 
(1963). 

He married Laura March at ‘Conewago Chapel, 
April 28, 1903, and had fourteen (14) children. They 
moved to McSherrystown in February, 1915. On the 
homesite beside the house and barn, was a cigar 
factory operated by Robert McKinney. Sometime in 
the year 1923, McKinney went out of business. About 
that time, Frank Eckenrode started a furniture repair 
shop and later a broom factory in the same building. 
On Good Friday, 1924, the factory was demolished 
by fire. 


in 1930, the home of James Louis Brady was struck 
by lightning, causing about $400 damage. 


James and Laura had six (6) sons serve in the 
Armed Forces during World War II. Four in the Navy 
and two in the Army. 


On January 28, 1955, the original house burned. 
James, 84, and Laura, 75, still live at the same site 
today in a new one-story house, completed after the 
fire. 


60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 





Mr. and Mrs. James L. Brady, 433 North Street, 
have observed their 60th wedding anniversary. A 
mass was said at the Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Church, followed by a family dinner at 
the Victory Restaurant and an “open house” was held. 
The couple received many gifts, flowers, messages and 
congratulations from President Kennedy. 


Right Rev. Msgr. Carl B. Brady, pastor of St. Rose 
of Lima Church York, and a nephew of the couple, was 
celebrant and the Annunciation pastor, Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Patrick F. McGee, was present in the sanctuary. Altar 
boys were Albert and Richard Rang, Gordon and 
Michael Brady, Jr., grandsons of the couple. 


James L. and Laura March Brady were married 
April 28, 1903, at Conewago Chapel by Father Halpte- 
mayer. Eleven of their 14 children are still living. 
They are: Mrs. Beulah Lawrence, Mrs. Dorothy Kalt- 
reider, Mrs. Marie Zartman, George Brady, Hanover; 
Mrs. Helena Hopwood and Robert Brady, York; Mrs. 
Jessica Rang, James C. and Lester Brady, Abbottstown, 
and Michael and Leon Brady, McSherrystown. They 
also have 54 grandchildren and 47 great grandchildren. 


Mr. Brady is employed as a cigarmaker by the Top- 
per Cigar Company, McSherrystown. 


BUFFINGTON FAMILY 


Richard Buffington, 1654-1747, English, Quaker, 
immigrated to Pennsylvania as early as 1677. He 
came from Great Marle upon the Thames, Bucking- 
hamshire in Old England. He first settled in Upland, 
Pennsylvania, and purchased land on the west side 
of Chester Creek. Upland, Pennsylvania is the oldest 


settlement on the Delaware, now called West Chester. 
In 1679, his son, Richard, was born, being the first 
Englishman born in Pennsylvania. This occasion was 
highly celebrated by relatives and neighbors when 
Richard was in his sixtieth year and his father in 
his eighty-fourth year of age. His descendants are: 
Richard married Phebe Grubb. John married Elizabeth 
Way. Jacob married Mary Magdalene. David married 
Catherine Droneberger. Jacob married Ada Orn- 
dorff and had the following children: William married . 
Ethel Small, Mary married Raymond Groft,, George 
married Mary Cramer, Julia married Paul Groft, 
brother of Raymond—all of McSherrystown. George 
married Mary Cramer and had these children: Thelma 
married Walter Senft; Jacob married Grace Groft, 
children are Diane and Virginia; Pauline, deceased; 
Virginia deceased; George married Dorothy Smith— 
children are Michael who served in U. S. Infantry, 
wounded in action in Germany; James married Shirley 
Fulco; William married Eugeia Glant — children are 
Gloria Jean, William and Bonnie. He served in the 
U. S. Army First Division. Joseph married Janet Martz 
and had one child Sharon. Patricia married Donald 
Seymore, Nancy married Richard Smith, Dorothy mar- 
ried Lynwood Kehr, and Linda married Joseph Brady. 
George Buffington, the sixth descendant of Richard, 
now retired, worked as a barber 47 years. He was 
born and raised in Taneytown, Maryland. His father, 
Jacob, settled in McSherrystown in 1915. He owned 
and operated The Columbus Hotel on Main Street. 


THE F. X. WEAVER FAMILY 


Francis X. Weaver was born November 12, 1862 
the son of John Sebastian and Catherine Shilling 
Weaver, he was one of eleven children having five 
brothers and five sisters: John, William, Louis, Charles, 
Sebastian, Anna, Mary, Mathilda, Sarah and Emma. 

Mr. Weaver was married to Mary Jane Klunk on 
Nov. 12, 1889 in the Conewago Chapel by Rev. J. B. 
Mallaly, S.J., and they had six children: Robert Emory, 
George Allen, Estella Lorena, William Bryan, Elmer 
Henry, Albert Eugene. 

Mrs. Weaver died Sept. 7, 1902 at the age of 37 
years. 

After the death of his first wife, Mr. Weaver married 
Elizabeth C. Wagaman Snyder, Sept. 6, 1904. Mrs. 
Weaver had a daughter Regina Snyder by her previous 
marriage. 

On August 2, 1905, the first of six children was 
born to F. X. and Elizabeth: Charles J., John S., Francis 
X, Richard R, Mary Agnes, and Louise C. 

Estella Lorena married Albert |. Storm, and had two 
daughters, Dolores and Frances. Estella died November 
28, 1918 in her 25th year. 

George A. married Sarah E. Livelsberger Devine, and 
had five children: Robert, Patricia, Joseph, Warren, 
and Angela. 

William J. B. Weaver studied for the priesthood, and 
was ordained May 26, 1923 by the Rt. Rev. Philip R. 
McDevitt, Bishop of Harrisburg. He said his first mass 
Sunday May 27, at St. Mary’s Church, McSherrystown. 
Father Weaver served at various parishes in the Harris- 
burg Diocese before becoming pastor of St. Joseph's 
Church in Hanover, Pa. Father Weaver died December 
11, 1950, at the age of 54 years. 


Elmer H. married lone M. Smith, and have no chil- 
dren. Elmer was associated with his brother Albert as 
partners of the Penn Box Co., manufacturers of cigar 
boxes from 1929 to 1956 when the business was 
discontinued. 


Albert E. was married to Bernadette M. Lawrence, 
and have five children: Mary Jane, Rose Marie, Donald 
F. X., Albert, Eugene Jr. and Rita Teresa. Mary Jane, 
and Rose Marie both became Nuns in the St. Joseph's 
Order, and are known as Sister Rose Albertine, and 
Sister Marie Berenice, and are teaching in the Philadel- 
phia area. 


Albert served as Burgess of the Borough of Mc- 
Sherrystown, during which time, this town was blessed 
with one of its biggest improvements, the installing of 
the sewer system, he also served as a member of the 
Adams County Draft Board from 1944 to 1955. He is 
now employed as a golf professional at South Hills 
Golf Club, Hanover, Pa. 


Regina married Brook F. Yantis, and had six children: 
Clara, Joseph, Francis, Adrian, Benjamin, and Jerry. 
Clara became a Nun in the order of St. Joseph’s and 
is known as Sister Seraphica and teaches in Phila- 
delphia. 


Charles J. studied for the priesthood and was or- 
dained May 21, 1932 by the Rt. Rev. Philip R. McDevitt, 
Bishop of Harrisburg. He said his first mass Sunday May 
22nd, in St. Mary’s Church, McSherrystown. 


Father Weaver served at various parishes in the 
Harrisburg Diocese before becoming Chaplain for the 
Dominician Sisters, Lancaster, Pa, which position he 
held at the time of his death on September 29, 1960, 
at the age of 55 years. 


John S. married Anna M. Larkin, and have three 
children: Betty Ann, Rosemary, and Dolores, and are 
living in Harrisburg, Pa. 


Francis X. (single) served the community of Mc- 
Sherrystown for six years as Tax Collector, before 
retiring due to ill health. He was very active in base- 
ball and still enjoys the sport as an ardent spectator. 


Richard R. married Kathryn Graham and have four 
daughters: Peggy Ann, Yvonne, Susette, and Carol. 


Mary Agnes, married Theodore Osbahr Jr. and have 
five children: Theodore III, Robert, John, Richard, and 
Mary Louise, they are living in Roselle, N.J. 


Louise C. married Edgar T. Keffer, and have five 
children: Edgar Jr., Philip Leo, Christopher Francis, 
James Patrick, Daniel Charles, and Carolyn Mary, they 
live at the homestead at 403 North St., McSherrystown, 
Pa. Mr. Keffer served as Burgess of the McSherrys- 
town Borough for one term. 


Mr. F. X. Weaver was widely known, and respected, 
for his work in both church and civic duties, he was 
burgess for this borough and during his term the 
town purchased the first fire engine. He was president 
of the Farmers Bank and President of the York Welfare 
Loan Co. Mr. Weaver also was manager and owner of 
the Penn Box Company before turning the business 
over to his two sons, Elmer and Albert. He was injured 
in an auto accident on May 21, 1932 and died May 
26, at the age of 69. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Weaver died April 3, 1945, in her 
75th year. 


J. P. JOHNS 


JOHN P. JOHNS, McSherrystown, stockman, a 
Quaker, and a native of Wales, immigrated to America 
with William Penn. The Johns settled in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, and there were several children 
in the family at the time, one being John Johns, Jr., 
who was twelve years old. He later married and had 
six children, three sons, and three daughters; he and 
his wife died in the old homestead in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. Their son, John, married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Peter Miller, and they also lived 
and died in Lancaster County, and are buried in the 
John’s Cemetery. John and Elizabeth Johns had seven 
children — five boys and two girls. Of these, John 
married Elizabeth, daughter of David and Rosannah 
(Schwartz) Melhorn, and had a family of eleven chil- 
dren who attained maturity: John H., Eli, M. Matilda, 
Hattie, David, Jeremiah, Amanda, Elizabeth, Julianne, 
Susannah and George W. Of these, all were married 
except M. Matilda, who lived on the old farm in Cone- 
wago Township, this county, where her parents came 
in 1832 after the death of their parents, and there died 
also. All the Johns were farmers. Of the children 
of John and Elizabeth, Jeremiah married Elizabeth 
Oister and had six children: John, Jacob, David, Alice 
E., Jeremiah and Samuel. Jeremiah Johns, Sr., was a 
farmer and kept a hotel in McSherrystown, where he 
died. Jeremiah Jr., was married January 29, 1846, to 
Hannah E. Eyster, whose ancestors were of German 
extraction. Her grandfather, George Daniel Eyster,-born 
June 6, 1757, married Magadalena Schalgle, Novem- 
ber 14, 1780. He was a tanner and farmer, and died 
near Hunterstown, aged seventy-nine years; he had 
eleven children. John P. Johns, the subject of this bio- 
graphy, was a son of Jeremiah and Hannah E. (Eyster) 
Johns, born August 15, 1846, in McSherrystown, Penn- 
sylvania, where he received a common school educat- 
ion. He farmed until he became of age, and then en- 
gaged in the harness business for several years, after 


~ which he bought and sold horses. He began on a small 


scale, but finding he was suited to the business, devot- 
ed all his time to it, and soon became one of the most 
successful men in this business, in this part of the coun- 
try. His stables were located in McSherrystown, Berlin, 
Adams County; and Gallipolis, Ohio. He bought many 
horses in’ the west especially in Ohio, and in the 
winter bought mules in Kentucky. His sales were 
generally in Southern Pennsylvania and Maryland, and 
his business transactions in one year amounted to 
$103,000. Our subject was married to Miss Mary, 
daughter of Egbert Eckert. They had one son, Henry 
Augustus, who was born on October 23, 1875. Mr. 
and Mrs. Johns were members of the Lutheran and 
Reformed Churches respectively. Polictically Mr. Johns 
was a Republican. He was a self-made man in every 
respect, owing his success to his own energy, per- 
severance and good business principles. 


S. L. JOHNS 


S. L. Johns, manufacturer and merchant, McSherrys- 
town, Pa. was born November 25, 1859, in Conewago 
Township, the son of Jeremiah Johns. Our subject 
received a common school education, but was chiefly 
self-educated. Quite early in life he became interested 
in cigar manufacturing, and at the age of eighteen 


engaged a man, John F. Keefer, as journeyman, and 
both went to work making cigars. Mr. Johns learned as 
he worked, not knowing anything about business when 
he began. He soon mastered the trade, however, and, 
from time to time, employed more workmen, increas- 
ing his trade every year and almost every day. Success 
is ever ready to reward the energetic, and our subject 
had the satisfaction of seeing his business grow from a 
small beginning to its present proportions. He started 
February 17, 1878, and today manufactures about 
4,500,000 cigars annually. He employs, in various de- 
partments, nearly 110 men, women, and children, 
more than half of whom are employed in McSherrys- 
town. He is also engaged in packing tobacco, having 
a warehouse in Lancaster County, Penna., and is also 
buying tobacco in New York, Philadelphia and Balti- 
more; consuming and selling from 600 to 800 cases 
of leaf tobacco annually. He also exchanges tobacco 
for cigars, and last year handled nearly 6,000,000 
cigars. 





June 5, 1886, Mr. Johns opened a grocery and 
confectionery store in McSherrystown, another marked 
improvement to the town. He was married December 
26, 1882, to Miss Emma, daughter of Peter Strasbaugh, 
and they had one son—G. Milton Blaine, born March 
13, 1884. Politically our subject has been identified 
with the Republican party, and has taken an active 
interest in all the public affairs of the township; was 
one of the men instrumental in getting the turnpike 
from Hanover to McSherrystown, of which he has been 
director since its completion. He was also instrumental 
in having McSherrystown incorporated, and was elected 
its first burgess. When the McSherrystown Building 
Association was talked about he at once became an 
active advocate of it, and has served as director for 
five years. 


In 1883, being mindful of the welfare of the work- 
ing people, he, himself started the Series B Building 
Association, of which he is now president; a means 
of building homes for his workmen, whereby making 
a small weekly payment, even a young man, soon has 
a home. Thus we give a brief sketch of the active 
career of a self-made man, who has promoted the 
welfare of the town and people, and who is an 
example of what a young man of energy and good 
business principles can accomplish. 


CONRAD FUCHS (FOX) 
Conrad Fuchs (Fox) was born June 20, 1816, a 
native of Vaftsburg, Rhemish Hannover, Germany, and 


Josephe Stinebauch, born December 20, 1821, also 
of Germany. They came to America in 1839, and were 
married in Baltimore, Maryland and settled there. 
He made matches which he peddled through the Cone- 
wago territory, and, having made friends with other 
Germans, they moved to McSherrystown in 1843. They 
bought the property on Main Street know as Lot 7, 
as shown on the old indenture. The Fox family still 
have some of the matches in their possession. 


After moving to McSherrystown, Conrad Fox be- 
came engaged in the dyeing of wool, using the water 
from the Plum Creek for rinsing the wool. He also did 
hand printing of fabrics, making his own wood block 
patterns, 


Josephine Stinebauch Fox died November 22, 184% — 
and is buried at Conewago. 


To this union there were four children. Elizabeth 
born December 22, 1840, died at infancy. Mary Eliza- 
beth, born September 26, 1842, married John Zhea 
of Gettysburg. Catherine, born July 13, 1845, married 
Samuel Lawrence and died November 11, 1910. Jose- 
phine, born April 30, 1849, married a Cooper. 


In 1850 Conrad married Victoria Deamer, born 
February 4, 1824, also of Germany. They had four 
children. Louisa, born October 22, 1851, who never 
married. Francis, born October 23, 1857, died in the 
west. Rudolph, born April 2, 1861, married Josephine 
Rider, died December 1937. Joseph, born June 25, 
1869, died in infancy. 


In 1860 Conrad had the first restuarant at the lower 
part of McSherrystown, serving beer, liquor and fine 
food. This business was continued after his death 
December 20, 1885 by his son Rudolph, until the Pro- 
hibition laws were enacted in 1920. 


Victoria died September 13, 1882. Both Conrad and 
Victoria are buried at Conewago. 


The following descendants of Conrad Fox, still living 
in McSherrystown are: Charles Fox, son of Rudolph 
and Josephine Rider Fox; Richard Lawrence, grandson 
of Samuel and Catherine Fox Lawrence; Catherine Law- 
rence Hamm, grandaughter of Samuel and Catherine 
Fox Lawrence; Bernadette Lawrence Weaver, grand- 
daughter of Samuel and Catherine Fox Lawrence. 


FELIX VINCENT TOPPER 


Felix Vincent Topper was born in Liberty Township, 
Adams County, near the Maryland State Line. He was 
one of eight children born to Edward J. and Annie 
Kimmel Topper. 


Edward was a son of James and Mary Eline Topper. 
Annie Kimmel was a daughter of Peter and Mary 
Seifert Kimmel, «from Baden, Germany and Alsace- 
Lorraine, France. 


iFelix lived with his grandparents and attended 
Parochial School in Emmittsburg, Maryland, and the 
Lower Tract Public School, four months of each year. 


March 1893, the family moved to McSherrystown. 
Here he learned the cigar trade plus barbering. He 
managed a barber shop for his Uncle John W. Bishop 
for five years and after the death of Mr. Bishop, he 
kept the shop open for his aunt, and labored at cigar 
making at the same time. 





“Towns Two Barbers” 
C. Gresmith, TaiVe Topper, Sri 


In 1900 he purchased the shop from Mrs. Bishop, 
and the dwelling at 423 Main Street, from which 
place he practiced barbering for more than forty 
years. He took a course from the Springfield Corres- 
pondence School, including Commercial subjects and 
Banking. 


Felix (Rube) married Anna May Neiderer June 1903. 
They had eight children: Eileen M., Marion E., Pius I., 
M. Claudine, Felix V. Jr., (deceased), Edward A., Earl 
J., and Augustine (deceased.) His wife died in 1920. 
Later, in 1923 he re-married, a widow, Mrs. Mae Hall 
Patterson, who had a son, H. Frank, from her first 
marriage. 


F. V. Topper, Sr., died in May, 1945. He was 
associated with many organizations including the F. V. 
Topper Insurance Agency, Fire Companies of Adams 
County; Hanover and Gettysburg Hospitals, B. P. 
Topper Cigar Company, Building & Loan Association, 
Knights of Columbus, Fourth Degree, of York; Charter 
Member of Hanover K. of C.; and of the McSherrystown 
K. of C.; Moose; Home Association; Holy Name Society 
and numerous others. 

Among F. V. Topper’s survivors are: Four grand- 


children and one step-grandchild, plus two great-grand- 
children. Of these, only David Lee Topper and E, 
Joseph, Jr., sons of Earl J. and Ruth W., carry the 
Topper name, of the “F. V. Topper Branch” of the 
family tree. 


F. X. COLGAN 





Francis X. Colgan, a leading citizen of McSherrys- 
town during his lifetime, was born January 8, 1881 
in Irishtown. He was a son of Francis X. Colgan, native 
of Ireland, and Elizabeth Dougherty Colgan. 


Foremost in Mr. Colgan’s mind was the betterment 
of McSherrystown, principally the improvement of 
working conditions. It was through his tireless work 
and efforts that Sylvania Shoe Company, then known 
as Newark Shoe Company, located in McSherrystown. 
He was also responsible for the founding of McSherrys- 
town Council #2551, Knights of Columbus, of which 
he was the first Grand Knight. 


Mr. Colgan and his brother, Brian, owned and op- 
erated the Conewago Cigar Box Company, McSherrys- 
town for ten years. He was secretary to the Cigar 
Makers Union for thirty-five years. From 1932 to 1938 
he served as Associate Judge of Adams County and 
was chairman of the Democratic Party in that county. 
He held the position of Administration from June, 1935 
until just prior to his death in April, 1940. 


He was one of seven children: Rev. Philip L. Colgan, 
O.S.A., pastor of St. Clare’s Church, Grosse Pointe, 
Michigan; Sister Callista, a Sister of Charity, who served 
as a field nurse in the Spanish-American War, now 
living at the De Paul Hospital in New Orleans; Brian, 
now residing in California; Rose Klunk, Minnie, Helen 
and Hugh Colgan, deceased. Married to Edith M. 
Lawrence, October 24, 1910, and the father of four- 
teen children, of whom eleven are living. One child 
died in infancy and two sons, Lt. Donald Colgan and 
Lt. Robert Colgan of the Air Corps were killed in action 
in World War Il. 


Although Mr. Colgan’s contributions to the com- 
munity were many, he is best remembered by all who 
knew him for his kindness and consideration toward 
others. 


VINCENT O’BOLD 


Vincent O’Bold, McSherrystown, farmer, was born 
March 12, 1827. The genealogy of the O’Bold family 
dates back to Germany when the great-grandfather, 
Sebastian O’Bold, immigrated to America. He was 
quite young and settled in Conewago Township, 
Adams County, Pennsylvania, where he owned three 
farms and was a “wide-awake” business man, 
possessed of good judgment. He was the parent of 
four children: Anthony, Joseph, Mrs. Ignatius Miller 
and Mrs. Shorb. Of these Anthony O’Bold married a 
Miss Maltsberger, from Goshenhoppen, near Phila- 
delphia, and had four children: Sebastian, Ignatius, 
Susan and Rebecca. 


Anthony O’Bold was in advanced years when he 
died in Conewago Township, where his wife also died. 
The whole family were members of Conewago Chapel, 
and took an active interest in the building. One of the 
children born to this couple, was Ignatius. He was 
a lifetime farmer and died on the old farm, at about 
seventy-one years of age. He married Miss Nancy, 
daughter of Michael and Catherine Dellone, the former 
of whom was of French descent and the latter of Ger- 
man lineage. To Ignatius and Nancy O’Bold were 
born four children: Vincent, Josephine, Rebecca and 
Gabriella, wife of Dr. Smith. Rebecca, who died in 
Virginia, was a member of the Sisters of the Visitation 
Order. Our subject attended school in Conewago Town- 
ship, but was mainly self educated. He taught school 
in early life (one year, and then returned to supervise 
the farms. He led a very active business life and was 
said to have been one of the most energetic business- 
men in the county. When the first railroad was built 
from Hanover Junction to Hanover, he took a lively 
interest in it, and encouraged others to do the same, 
as he was a director at that time, and the second 
largest stockholder. 


When the First National Bank was started in Han- 
over, Mr. O’Bold invested in it, and was one of the 
largest stockholders, and was also a director for twenty- 
three years. He built the O’Bold Hotel on the Square 
in Hanover. It was extensively damaged during the 
tornado which struck Hanover in 1915. 


He owned more than 600 acres of land in the 
vicinity of McSherrystown, and also owned two mills. 


He had deeds of farms which were dated back as 
far as 1761, 1764, 1784, and 1796. He had the largest 
interest in the pike from McSherrystown in Hanover. 
Mr. O’Bold had been offered different county offices, 
but refused, believing his sphere of duty was nearer 
home. He was married to Miss Louise, daughter of 
John Smith. They were the parents of four children: 
Ignatius a student at New Windsor College who died 
at twenty-three, Mary was twenty-six; Rebecca was 
nineteen and Annie eighteen when they died. They 
were educated in the Convent of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph, McSherrystown. 


The St. Vincent de Pau! Catholic Church in Midway 
was built in Vincent O’Bold’s memory by his sister, 
Mrs. Gabriella O. Smith in 1905, at a cost of approxi- 
mately $50,000. The rectory. to the church was com- 
pleted in 1907, the entire cost of same having been 
borne by Gabriella Smith. 


P. |. WAGAMAN 





Pius |. Wagaman, son of John and Louise Rider 
Wagaman was born at Square Corner in May, 1882. 
He married Caroline A. Berger of Bonneauville, May 
4, 1909. She was born March 7, 1888. Four children 
were born to this marriage: Marguerite W. Lough, 
R.N., Gladys, known as Sister Ann Ignatius, S.S.J., of 
the Archbishop Ryan Institute, Philadelphia, Pa., Ruth 
W. O'Keefe, R.N., Springfield, Pa., Rodney Wagaman, 
McSherrystown, Pius |. was a contractor-builder in 
McSherrystown for thirty-nine years. He was a mem- 
ber of the McSherrystown Fire Co., and was interested 
in any activities which were for the betterment of the 
community. 

Mr. Pius Wagaman died November 2, 1945 and his 
wife died October 26, 1961. 


EDWARD F. POIST FAMILY 


To a farm, between Brush Run and New Oxford, 
James Eagan Poist took his bride Susan Fleshman in 
1840. James was born March 1812, and Susan in 
June 1818. They raised a family of nine children: 
Anastatia, known in Religion as Sister Mary Joseph; 
Mary Jane, Sylvester J., Philip David, William F., John 
Andrew, James Henry, Ignatius and Henry H. Poist. 
The parents died on the Sneeringer Farm, back of 
Conewago Chapel in 1869. 

One of these sons, William Francis, married Agnes 





Victoria Small in January 1873. They were both born 
in 1848. They went to housekeeping in McSherrys- 
town and stayed there all their lives. William operated 
a saddler’s shop for twenty years. They had four sons, 
Charles H., Gregory J., Edward F. and E. Francis. Two 
daughters, Mary Alverta and Mary Genevieve. Agnes 
died in 1924 and William Francis died in 1920. 

Of these children, Edward Francis Poist, born 1885, 
married Adah Edna Swartzbaugh, born March 1883, 
of Hanover, October 4, 1906. They started their happy 
life in their present home on North Street. Edward 
F., was the Postmaster in McSherrystown from Septem- 
ber 1, 1914 to September 30, 1949. 

Starting the fourth generation of Poists’ was Elsie 
G. followed by Mildred D., Estella J., Rodney A., 
Ralph B., John A., Richard F., Edith E., and William 
Leo Poist. 

Elsie G. married Milton Sterner of Hanover. 


Estella Poist married C. E. Krumrine of Westminster, 
Md. and they have one daughter, Grace E. 

Rodney married Josephine Jordan of Pittsburgh. 

Ralph B. married Mildred Hufnagle of Hanover, who 
have two children, Elaine and Ralph, Jr. 

John A. married Catherine E. Weaver of McSherrys- 
town, and have John E., Frederich L., Francis G., Ellen 
L., Linda A., Douglas Anthony. 

Richard Francis married Mary Ann Riley of Hanover. 
They are the parents of Richard F., and Deborah Ann. 

Edith E. married Vincent A. Walter of Belnap, Ky. 
Four children were born to this union, Eugena E., 
Patricia Ann, Vincent W. and Eileen M. 

William never married. 


HOWARD S. E. REIGLE 





Mr. Howard Samuel Ellsworth Reigle was born in 
Conewago Township, in 1878. He was a son of Jacob 
and Elizabeth Kitzmiller Reigle. Howard was a former 
school teacher at the Brushtown school and also at the 
Locust Grove school. Later he became a prominent 
banker, associated with the Littlestown State Branch 
Bank, (formerly Farmer's State Bank of McSherrystown) 
and presently Adams County National Bank. He was a 
member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, McSherrystown 
and was active in many church and civic affairs. 

Mr. Reigle first married Miss Gertrude Geiselman 
and there were two children to this union: Grant Ells- 
worth Reigle and Martha Irene Reigle Moore. 


In 1916 he married Miss Lucy Menges who now 
resides at 401 Main Street, where they went to house- 
keeping 47 years ago. Their home is a log house, en- 
cased in brick and was the former home of Dr. 
William L. Hombach. 


Mr. Reigle died in 1960 at the age of 82 years. Mrs. 
Reigle is a daughter of the late William and Catherine 
Hoke Menges and a granddaughter of Jacob and 
Emma Hoke Menges. She is a sister of John H. Menges, 
Main Street. 


THE LILLY FAMILY 





Samuel Lilly (the first) migrated trom Bristol, Eng- 
land, in 1730 and landed in Philadelphia. He went 
to Chester County, Pennsylvania, where he stayed for 
a short time, and then moved to his permanent home 
at Conewago in the then County of Lancaster, Provi- 
dence of Pennsylvania. He married Miss Ann Price, 
in England, twice in one day; first according to the 
requirements and rites of the Catholic Church of which 
he was an exemplary member, and second, to conform 
to the Penal Laws of England by a minister of the 
Established Church of which his wife was a member. 
The traditions of the Lilly family inform us that he was 
deigned for the ministry of the Church of England, 
but during the preparatory studies he became skeptical, 
which culminated in his conversion to the Catholic 
Church, which church his wife also joined. He pur- 
chased the farm now (1892) owned by his great-great- 
grandson, Samuel Lilly Jenkins, improved it and called 
it “Eden.” He died January 8, 1758, aged 59 years, 
and was interred on ground now occupied by the 
addition which was built to the Church of the Sacred 
Heart at Conewago in 1851. His grave was marked 
by a rough stone cross which was afterwards hewn 
and placed upon the top of the Lilly Cenotaph, which 
was erected soon after the removal of the cross became 
necessary, by his grandson, Samuel Lilly tll. His wife 
Ann also died at Eden in June 1784, aged 85 years. 
They had seven children, Esther, born in England; 
Richard, in England; Thomas, born at sea; John, Samuel, 
Mary and Joseph, born at ‘Eden.” 


Thomas inherited “Eden,” which he bequeathed to. 
his two nephews, Dudley Digges, Jr., and Henry 
Lilly. Henry afterwards purchased Dudley’s interest 
which he held until he died in 1836. 


Samuel Il, resided in Frederick, (then a village,) 
where he died at an advanced age, leaving all his 
property to charitable and religious purposes. 





Samuel III, married Miss Hannah Cooper, of Lan- 
caster County and they had three children, all born 
opposite “Eden,” John, Sarah and Verlinda. Samuel II 
died opposite “Eden” in 1853. 


John Lilly married Hannah Cooper Stump, of Harford 
County, Maryland, who died in McSherrystown in 
1880. Six children survived this marriage. Mary Ver- 
linda, Rachel A., Samuel, Sarah, William H. and 
Virgil H. 


Virgil H. B. Lilly was educated in Conewago Chapel 
School and Calvert College, Carroll County, Maryland, 
after which he studied at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine, Baltimore. He graduated March 
3, 1869, and settled in McSherrystown, where he was 
one of the early prominent physicians. He married 
Miss Sarah C. Klunk in 1872, who was the daughter 
of Joseph Klunk, and who was born here September 
6, 1853. They had four children: Mary, John, Ger- 
trude and Joseph K. The Doctor and his wife were 
members of the Conewago Chapel. In politics he was 
a Democrat, and served two terms as chief burgess of 
McSherrystown. He was president of the Adams 
County Medical Society in 1883. 


Dr. Lilly died April 22, 1927. Sarah, his wife, died 
February 29, 1928, both are buried at Conewago 
Chapel cemetery. 


Mary entered the Religious Order of Sisters of St. 
Joseph, and was known as Sister Margaret Mary. She 
died November 27, 1947 and was buried at Chestnut 
Hill, Philadelphia. 

John married Edna Smith. He died October 18, 
1916. Joseph died June 27, 1910. 

Gertrude is still living in McSherrystown, on Main 
Street. 


“IVY HALL” 


One of the few remaining landmarks from the era 
of “Lilly’s Mill,” is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Lawrence Weaver, Hanover, R.D. #4, along the Little 
Conewago Creek. 





It was a sad sight more than thirty years ago when 
they bought it, after vandals and age took their 
toll. Foresight, love, imagination and much hard work 
have restored it to a place of beauty and charm. The 





home was in the Lilly family from the 1700’s when 
the back part of the house was built (of logs), until 
they sold it in 1902 to William McSherry, Esq., of 
Gettysburg. It changed owners once more before 
the Weavers purchased it. The front part of the house 
dates back to 1820. Mr. and Mrs. Weaver are the 
parents of Charles Lawrence, Jr., and James Michael 
Weaver. 


THE GROVE FAMILY 


Seven generations ago Hans Graff left Switzerland. 
He most likely left his country to escape military train- 
ing. Hans Graff located in a very fertile part of Lan- 
caster County known as Pequea Valley. 

Two of his brothers accompanied him to this country. 
They obtained land which is now known as Earl Town- 
ship, East Earl Township and West Earl Township. 

Hans Graff is buried in the Groffdale Cemetery 
near Lancaster, Penna. 

The next generation changed their name from Graff 
to Groff. About three generations later the name was 
changd to Grove. 

One of the Grove descendants John Grove, and 
his wife Magadeline Strock, located near Chambers- 
burg, Penna. John Grove was born October 23, 1812 
and died November 9, 1860. His wife Magadeline 
Strock was born May 22, 1819 and died May 12, 
1905. They are both buried at the Antrim Grove 
Church Graveyard north-east of Greencastle, Penna. 

John H. Grove, our subject was born Feb. 18, 1854, 
died March 11, 1929, was married August 13, 1874 
to Elizabeth Shank who was born Dec. 23, 1853 and 
died Jan. 2, 1888. Their children are: Clinton S., Ida 
M., Nettie S., Cora E., and two infants died at birth. 

John H. Grove was married the second time Jan. 
17, 1889 to Martha Shank who was born August 1, 
1863 and died March 6, 1927. Their children are: 
John F., Luther, Ross, Harvey S., Martha, and twin 
girls who died at birth. 

Harvey S. Grove was married Sept. 5, 1917 to 
Hannah Baer who was born Dec. 28, 1895. Their 
children are: Martin Baer, John G., Kenneth Eugene, 
Mary Louise, Hilda May, Anna Susan. 

John G. Grove was married Dec. 11, 1947 to Anna 
Susan Ebersole who was born March 1, 1926. Their 
children are: Dennis Eugene, Lowell Richard, Everett 
Ray, Dale Robert, and Sandra Marie. They are members 
of the Hanover Mennonite Church. 
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JAMES MURREN FARM — 1915 NOW OWNED BY EUGENE MURREN 


Formerly owned by S. L. Johns. Little white building next to barn on the right was the small Still House, the large one 
to the right was removed. 
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1904 — Left to right: Martha Murren, Joseph Murren, James (Jim) Murren, Jacob Murren - the father, Emma Murren, 
Mary Murren - the mother (holding grandson), Joseph Bruckley in buggy. 


MURREN 


Levi Murren was born February 22, 1819 and died 
December 23, 1896. As far as is known he came from 
Ireland and settled at Taneytown, Md. He is buried in 
St. Aloysius Cemetery at Littlestown, Pa. 


He was married twice, his first wife, Rebecca was 
born February 14, 1821 and died July 22, 1844. She 
is buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery at Taneytown, Md. 
There were two children from this marriage. 


He then moved to Littlestown, Pa. His second wife 
was Catherine. She was born December 25, 1826 and 
died April 22, 1909. She is buried at Littlestown, Pa. 
There were six children from this marriage. 


Jacob Murren was the fifth child of eight of Levi 
Murren. He was born in Littlestown and moved to 
Sugartown near Bonneauville. At first he rented the 
farm near Brushtown from Mr. Shorb; and then it was 
sold to Levi and Joseph Brockley of Hanover. In 1914 
Jacob Murren bought the farm from the Brockley’s, 
but he had lived on the farm since 1885. 


After the death ef Jacob Murren his son Edward 
Francis bought the farm in September 1914. 


After the death of Edward Francis Murren his wife 
Rose (Myers) Murren bought the farm in August 1922 
and at this time she still owns it. Mrs. Murren lived on 
the farm until June 1957, when their grandson Thomas 
Robert moved on the farm. Therefore, the farm near 
Brushtown has been in the Murren name since 1885. 


Jacob Murren was born December 9, 1851 and 
died July 14, 1914. He married Mary Aumen, who 
was born April 25, 1850 and died December 22, 1922. 
There were 11 children from this marriage. 


1. Edward Francis born December 29, 1874 and 
died February 11, 1922. He married Rose Jane 
Myers, who was born January 8, 1883 and is 
still living on Oxford Avenue, McSherrystown, Pa. 


2. William born 1876 and died 1917. He was married 
to Mary Smith, who was born 1874 and died 1947. 


3. Margaret born September 19, 1878 and married 
Vitus J. Smith. She died October 1, 1962. Mr. 
Smith was born July 25, 1876 and died April 10, 
1934, 


4. James born January 11, 1881 and is still living 
near Centennial with his wife, Mary Horwedel, 
and both are enjoying good health. 


5. Elizabeth born February 5, 1883 and married 
Augustus Shorb. She died September 10, 1955, 
but Mr. Shorb is still living in Bonneauville. 


6. Mary born April 14, 1884 and married Nathaniel 
Miller. They are both living on Lincolnway West, 
New Oxford, Pa. 


7. Genevieve was born July 3, 1885 and died August 
12, 1900. 


8. Martha born January 3, 1887 and married George 
Klunk. She died May 25, 1952, but Mr. Klunk is 
still living in Hanover, Pa. 


9. Joseph was born August 22, 1888 and died Nov. 
8, 1955. He was married to Stella Eck, who is still 
living on North Street, McSherrystown, was born 
Nov. 22, 1894. 


10. Caroline was born August 12, 1890 and married 
Clarence Lawrence. She died April 16, 1930. Mr. 
Lawrence was born May 22, 1890 and died No- 
vember 29, 1962. 


11. Emma was born July 22, 1892 and is still living 
on Main Street, McSherrystown. 


Edward Francis and Rose Jane (Myers) Murren had 
11 children. 


1. William Samuel born July 26, 1902. 
2. Francis Jacob born January 26, 1908. 


3. Mary born March 10, 1909. 

4. Caroline Catherfne born February 10, 1910. 
5. John Lawrence born October 6, 1911. 

6. Elizabeth Cecelia born March 26, 1913. 

7. Stella Genevieve born September 4, 1914. 
8. Bertha Martha born July 1, 1916. 

9. Mary Grace born April 6, 1918. 


10. Teresa Ann born May 23, 1920. 
11. Simon Aloysius born June 21, 1921. 


Thomas Robert and Marion Ann (Sprenkle) have 7 
children. 


1. Anthony Joseph born July 8, 1953. 
2. Angela Rose born April 3, 1955. 


3. Wanda Marie born March 22, 1956. 
4. Terrence Patrick born August 4, 1957. 
5. Kathryn Mary born June 6, 1959. 

6. Ann Roberta born March 18, 1961. 


7. Barbara Jean born January 11, 1963. 





ADAMS-KLUNK HOMESTEAD 


Still being farmed by his descendants: Felix J. and son Lewis. 


THE OLD ADAMS-KLUNK HOMESTEAD 
THE KLUNK ANCESTORY 


In 1756 John Andrew and John Peter Klunk came 
to the Province of Penn from Alsace-Lorraine. The Klunk 
name has changed from the original Klung, to Klunck, 
to Clunk and to the present Klunk. 


Martin Klunk II, son of John Peter Klunk, ancestor 
of all York and Adams ‘County Klunks, bought the 
homestead from Magdelena Adams, widow of Jacob 
Adams, between 1780 and 1785. The buildings at 
this time consisted of a brick house 36 by 36 feet with 
fireplaces in two rooms downstairs and two rooms 
upstairs. There was a log barn situated close to a 
spring midway between the house and Plum Creek, 
also a blacksmith shop on the corner of the lot, next 
to the road leading to the barn. The bricks for the 
house were made on the farm, sand for them came 
from local fields. 


Martin | and his wife Catherine had five children: 
John, Peter, Anna, Catherine and Martin II. Martin 
Klunk |, died on October15, 1795. Martin Il continued 
to operate the farm in addition to black-smithing, 
which he had done previously, and as the Adams 
family had done in the past. Martin II married Roseanna 
Oaster and had eight children: All were born in the 
homestead: Lydia, Jacob, who became sheriff of Adams 
County: Susan, Roseanna, Anthony, Joseph, Anna, and 
Francis A., who became a prominent contractor and 
builder in Baltimore, Maryland. Martin II died in 1836. 


In 1856 Josepn Sneeringer, who lived on the ad- 
joining farm along the Mt. Rock Road, was the executor 


of the estate of Martin Klunk Il and bought the farm 
for Joseph Klunk. Joseph married Catherine A. Long, 
May 30, 1843. He was born 1814 and died 1891. His 
wife came from the Long family who lived north of Mt. 
Rock. They had ten children: All born in the home- 
stead: Francis M., Louis |., Mary Elizabeth, who en- 
tered convent Sisters of St. Joseph and became Mother 
Antoniette, George G., Sarah C., who married Dr. V. H. 
Lilly, Joseph H., Alphonzine J., who entered the con- 
vent of Sisters of St. Joseph as Sister M. Loyola, and 
Annie C. 


At this time (1856) Joseph Klunk bought out the 
ground rent on lots 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 on the south 
side of Main Street, McSherrystown. They ran frorr 
Plum Creek to the Conrad Fox property. Joseph addec 
this land to his farm making it a total of 112 acres 
Lewis Ignatius remembers helping his father plow uf 
the meadow for the first time; the hardest kind of 
work for horses and men, turning up a mass of calamus 
roots. The meadow brought powerful crops of corn anc 
grass, and still does to this present day. 


If we go back over two hundred years we can se¢ 
what are now Klunk’s meadows, an open bottom o 
heavy timber, with small clearings where now the 
homestead are, a distillery and spring house and per 
haps the original log cabin at the edge of the woods 
and up the stream a primitive mill where the forme 
Gross Mill, now Bange’s Mill is located. 


On the McSherrystown side of the creek, at a clear 
ing under the large trees on the banks, the women an 
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| slaves would bring their washing; the hatters, spinners 
-would bring raw materials, that required washing, 
| bleaching and drying. 


During Joseph Klunks ownership of the farm he 


| added a new section to the house on the south side 


and remodeled the original part. He also tore down the 
log barn that stood in the meadow and built a new 
barn where the present building stands. The logs for 
the barn were cut from a wood lot located on a farm 


| Joseph owned, which was later the Reigle place and 


now the Schiebel property south of Brushtown. 
During the Civil War, the soldiers on the march, 


) from the Kilpatrick skirmish at Hanover, to Gettysburg, 
|} camped in the meadows all night; stacking their rifles 


like a stakefence. Hundreds came to the farm-house, 


| where a score of the officers and soldiers slept, and ate. 
| Every bit of food in the house was consumed and they 
} ate the hot bread that Great-Grandmother Klunk was 
| taking out of the oven. A lookout was stationed at all 
| times in the cupola on top of the barn. 


The officers emptied the barrels of wine and liquors 


| that Great-Grandfather Klunk had in the cellar. When 
| the soldiers left in the morning they left their blankets 
| and much unnecessary equipment they had laying in 
| the meadow, because they believed they were going 
| to engage in a big battle soon. (They did, “The Battle 


of Gettysburg.”) 

An agent of the government later came and hauled 
the equipment away. 

On April 10, 1891, Joseph Klunk died and his sons 
Lewis |. and George G. were executors of the estate. 
In the year 1802 Lewis I. bought the farm. 

Lewis |. Klunk married Sarah Ann Fleshman of Mt. 
Rock, October 1, 1872. They had seven children, all 
born in the homestead: Francis J. who did the tin 
work on St. Mary’s Church in 1900, worked for George 
Bender, McSherrystown; Mary Loyola, Felix J., John B. 
who was a stone cutter and did stone work on St. 
Mary’s Church; Joseph C. who operated a farm near 
Conewago Chapel for many years; Louis M., who was 
a contractor and builder in York, Pennsylvania and 
Mary Catherine who entered the convent Sisters Of col: 
Joseph and became Mother St. Louis, now in charge of 
Paradise Protectory at Abbottstown. 

On January 23, 1916 Louis |. died and for several 
years Felix operated the farm for his mother until her 
death on December 23, 1920. In 1912 Felix bought 
the farm from the estate. On June 23, 1922 Felix 
J. married Maureen M. Groft of Second Street, Mc- 
Sherrystown and had three children, all born in home- 
stead; Lewis J., James, Donald H. Lewis J. married 
Nadine M. Noel, November 23, 1942. His wife was 
born January 26, 1929. Lewis was born March 19, 
1923. They had five children: Stephen L., Philip H., 
Margaret M., Patricia A., Michael A., all at home, 
except Stephen who is in the U.S. Air Force, Mt. 
Home, Idaho. 

Lewis has been operating the farm with his father 
since graduating from school. 

James Klunk born June 13, 1924. He married 
Ethelyn Gephart, and they have two daughters: 
Yvonne, and Linda. 

Donald H. Klunk, born June 13, 1926. He married 
Lovie Tracy, born in Carroll County, Maryland, March 
18, 1930. They have three children: Theresa Fay, 
Rebecca Ann, and Kevin Tracy. Donald is in the 
Plumbing and Heating business, located across the 
road from the homestead. 


KLUNK FAMILY 


John Andrew and John Peter Klunk came to the 
Province of Penn in 1756, and were probably the first 
Klunk settlers of the “Barrens” or Pigeon Hills country, 
as we do not find the name elsewhere. Father Lekeu 
said they were French and spelled the name “Klung,” 
now Klunk and Clunk, a John and Peter all down the 
generations. Martin Klunk | died in 1795, the ancestor 
of all the York and Adams County Klunks and Clunks. 


Peter Klunk of Abbottstown was on the 1799 assess- 


‘ment list for Berwick Township, Adams County, Penna. 


John Klunk was born in 1828 and died December 
11, 1893, age 65, buried at Sacred Heart Cemetery. 


He was a wheelwright and lived and worked in 
the Bunker Hill section of Hanover, Penna. His first 
wife was a Conrad and of this union were born 
Francis X., Henry V., Lewis, John and Annie. Upon 
the death of his wife he married a Burke. They had 
three children, William J., Sally (Pentz) and Margaret 
(Myers). 

He had two brothers Adam and Henry. Adam 
married Mary Noel, born February 23, 1835. They 
were the parents of Jerome H., born October 22, 1871 
and died August 12, 1927, Joseph J., born 1866, died 
1941. 

Adam was a Union soldier and fought at Gettysburg 
during the Civil War, died April 3, 1888, age 57 years, 
interred at St. Joseph’s cemetery Hanover, Penna. 

Francis X. Klunk born in 1856, died October 28, 
1936, buried at St. Mary’s Cemetery McSherrystown. 

Francis was married to Emma J. Deatrich on May 8, 
1883 at Conewago Chapel. They had eleven children: 
Joseph, Annie E., Clarence C., John, VW. aacob, bs 
Henry G., Mary M., Francis G., Leona C., Clair F., Ada 
G., (Joseph, Jacob, Henry and Clair died in infancy.) 

F. X. Klunk was raised by his Uncle Francis Conrad 
of Main St., where he learned the butchering trade, 
which he practiced for many years. He was the Mc- 
Sherrystown Borough tax collector for years, retired 
due to health. “Butch” as he was known, was Borough 
Supervisor and these duties kept him busy repairing 
the streets and alleys of town. He resided at 322 
Main St., McSherrystown, in a brick home, which he 
built. 

He was secretary of The Catholic Benevolent Society 
of Holy Trinity Church, which was organized Novem- 
ber 29, 1890. 

Clarence C. Klunk, son of Francis X. and Emma J. 
Deatrich Klunk was born October 28, 1886 and died 
July 20, 1959. He was married October 24, 1910 to 
the former Rose F. Colgan, (born January 18, 1883 
and died July 20, 1959) at St. Mary’s Church Mc- 
Sherrystown, Penna., by the Rev. L. A. Reudter. 

They had five children: Richard F., Kathleen E., 
Margaret M., Frances C., and Philip J. 

Clarence was a cigarmaker by trade and besides 
working in McSherrystown most of his life, also worked 
at the trade in Warren and Reading, Penna. 

Richard F. Klunk, son of Clarence C., married Helen 
E. Strausbaugh, daughter of Ear! and Eva (Staub) 
Strausbaugh of New Oxford, June 20, 1936. They 
have six children: Joan L. (Sr. John Vianney), Rose 
Ann (Little), Stephen F., Michael R., Thomas C. and 
Kathy J. 


J. W. KEFFER FAMILY 





On September 27, 1740, one Mathias Kaffer who 
was born inl707, arrived at the Port of Philadelphia. 
His son Matheis, Jr., was born in 1742 in Berks County. 
He had ten children from two marriages, they were: 
John Ludwig, John Philip, John, M. Elizabeth, M. Bar- 
bara, John Jacob, Eva Rose, Catherine, Joseph and 
Jacob. 


Jacob was born June 7, 1795. He had a son named 
Henry, who was born September 22, 1817 and died 
May 23, 1902. He was married to Clarissa Marshall. 
From this union there were two children: Francis X., 
and Andrew. 


Francis X. Keffer, married Louisa Montel at the New 
Oxford Mission of Conewago Chapel in 1868. He is 
one of fourteen who are buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery 
from the Civil War. He died May 1902. F. X. had a 
son John William who was six years old when the 
family moved from a farm near Square Corners. His 
brothers and sisters were: Mary, Charles F., Roseanna, 
Francis X., Andrew and Louisa. 

John W. Keffer married Estella Anna Poist, and had 
one daughter iand nine sons: Marie, John P., Charles F., 
Richard, Ralph C., Francis X., William J., George I., 
Thomas F., and Father Joseph D. Keffer, O.S.A. Their 
are forty-seven grandchildren and forty-five great- 
grandchildren. Seven sons of J: W. Keffer attended 
Villanova College, Philadelphia, Pa. 


William J. Keffer married Cecilia C. Livelsberger of. 


Edge Grove and they live at the Keffer homeplace 
with their children: William J., Jr., Frederick (dec’d), 
Francis, Gerard, Anthony Stephen, Donald, Roseanne 
Keffer Baublitz, Patricia, Virginia, Louise and Margaret. 


UNITED STATES POST OFFICE 
McSHERRYSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 


In the early part of the Eighteenth Century, envel- 
opes were unknown and letters were folded so the 
edges were turned into the center of the message. In 
order to seal the message and give privacy to the letter, 
it was sealed with two drops of sealing wax. If the 
wax was broken, the message was known to have 
been intercepted. Originally letters were sent by stage 
route and/or travelers. 


All of the Conewago Settlement received mail at 
Hanover Town where a Post Office was established in 





1793. After Hanover Town; McSherrystown, Pennsyl- 
vania became a Post town, and a wide range of country 
people received their mail at that place. 


Shortly after 1800 the Post Office was located in 
the upper end of McSherrystown, in a long, one-story, 
old, log-frame house, with the customary well for 
public use in front of it. The well is now under the 
pavement. The residence at that time belonged to 
Samuel Kuhn. Barbara Oaster was Postmistress for 
years. Mrs. Oaster raised Elizabeth Wills, who later 
became Postmistress. 





ay 


Miss Elizabeth Wills 
Postmistress 1849—1896 


The Post Office of McSherrystown, Pennsylvania 
was Officially established on March 1, 1842, as a 
Fourth Class Post Office. It’s first official location was 
at the home of the Postmaster, Henry Hening (now 238 
Main Street) Postmaster Hening served from March 1, 
1842 until March 26, 1849. During this time the office 
had been moved from the former log-frame house to 
a more central part of the community. 


On March 26, 1849 Elizabeth Wills was appointed 
-Postmistress and the office was moved back to it’s 
former location, the log house, and served as the 
Post Office until September 1896. 

On September 3, 1896 Martha Hemler was ap- 
pointed Postmistress and the office was moved to 
her home (presently 212 Main Street) Mrs. Hemler 
served until August 10, 1900, when John H. Krichten 
was appointed Postmaster, and moved it’s location to 
the present dwelling of 425 Main Street. 





John H. Krichten 
Postmaster 1900—1914 


August 4, 1914 Edward -F. Poist was appointed 
Postmaster, and the Post Office was moved to his 
home, 359 North Street, where it remained until 
October 16, 1949. For a period of seventy-four years 
the community and Post Office grew, and on October 
1, 1916 the office was made a Third Class Presidential 

| Post Office. Two important steps in the growth of the 

| community; the Post Office grew from 1849 to 1916; 

| and the town was flourishing and expanding with sur- 
rounding communities. : 





Edw. F. Poist 
Postmaster 1914—1949 


With the official retirement of Mr. Poist on Septem- 
ber 30, 1949 came a number of changes in Post- 
masters, and the handling of mail. J. Kenneth Lapham 
was appointed Acting Postmaster until July 11, 1951] 
when he was officially commissioned and served 
until July 1, 1954. During the term of Mr. Lapham the 
Post Office inaugurated City Delivery Service, eliminat- 
ing the necessity of people going to the Post Office 
daily to receive their mail. It also gave the town a 
new look, with the placing of street letter boxes and 
signs at many street corners. The office was also moved 
from the home of Mr. Poist to the former plumbing 
store of J. W. Klunk, 326 Main Street where it re- 
mained until December 1, 1955. 


During this time J. D. Hamm served as Acting 
Postmaster from July 1, 1954 until November 9, 1954. 
Thomas Livelsberger served as Acting Postmaster from 
November 10, 1954 until May 25, 1955. On May 25, 
1955 John S. Rider was appointed Acting Postmaster 
until April 16, 1956. On December 1, 1955 the office 
was again moved, the third time in six years, to its 
present quarters 328 Main Street. 


The present Postmaster, Francis E. Redding, was 
commissioned on April 16, 1956. During his term, the 
office has been brought up to the present day 
standards of the Post Office Department, and is con- 
sidered to be among the best Second Class Offices. 


The volume of business has steadily increased from 
1842 to the present day. At present over 500,000 
pieces of letter mail and approximately 40,000 pieces 
of parcel post are handled a year. Annual receipts 
have grown from a few hundred dollars in 1842 to 
$69,780 in 1952. From 1950 to the present year it 
has increased to over $94,000. 


The people of McSherrystown are proud to have a 
Government Building in their community for over one 
hundred sand fifty years. They are proud to mark 
its growth from former generations. 


Postmaster tau) oe Francis E. Redding 
Clerkice vie ater. Gerard Lawrence 
Carrlermarngure portant William Krepps 
ASsistaCarrietir a1. s see George Weaver 
Part time clerk and carrier ... Urban F. Rider 


BY THE OLD MILL STREAM 


At one time, the farmers had to take their grain as 
far as the Susquehanna River to have it ground. Later, 
mills were built on the Codorus and Little Conewago 
Creeks. 


Invariably the miller was the most enterprising man 
in the neighborhood, and always most respected and 
influential. The mill was the mart. It was also the 
rendezvous at which the settlers gathered to exchange 
news and views. The millers enterprise was an indica- 
tion that the settlement was progressing. 


There were many types of mills scattered through- 
out the area. Some of these; flouring, grist, chopping, 
saw, oil (from flax seed) carding and fulling mills. 


Progress cast its shadow along the Little Conewago 
as the industrial revolution gradually closed the mills, 
one by one, and the old handicrafts at last ceased to 
operate. 





William Menges Homestead 


MENGES FAMILY AND MILLS 


John H. Menges settled in McSherrystown in 1918, 
coming from the Menges homestead where his father 
operated a farm and mill, southwest of the Academy 
grounds. 

In 1919 ‘he married Miss Edna Reynolds and went 
to housekeeping at 310 Main Street, McSherrystown. 
John H. is the son of William and Catherine Hoke 
Menges. 

In 1919 John H. Menges rebuilt his mill which was 
formerly owned by Vincent O’Bold. Later he added a 


saw mill and both mills are in operation today. Before. 


the coming of the gas engine John H. did a lot of 
custom grinding. 





Mr. Menges is well known over a wide area for 
the excellent potato crops he produces. 

Mr. Menges has been a director of the Littlestown 
State Bank (now Adams County National Bank) for 
fifty-seven years and has written the minutes for fifty- 
three years. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Menges are active members of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, McSherrystown, Penna. 











William came to McSherrystown in 1859 from 
| Menges Mills, York County, Penna., where he helped 
his father Jacob, in the operation of his mill. 


The York County community of Menges Mills was 
named for this family. 


William Menges ran the old Gross-Wortz mill from 
1859 until he retired. This mill which is still standing, 
was built in 1818. Raymond E. Bange now owns the 

property, but the mill is no longer in operation. 
| During the Civil War, horses were fed here and 
} during the building of the McSherrystown-Hanover 
) Turnpike, the workers fed their horses with grain from 
this mill. 


KOHLER’S MILL ON THE LITTLE CONEWAGO 


The property on which this mill is built is situated 
on both sides of the Little Conewago Creek, in the 
townships of Oxford and Mount Pleasant, in the 
county of Adams, one mile from New Oxford, and was 
formerly a tract of upwards of 200 acres, pursuant 
of a warrant under the seal of the Land Office, bear- 
ing date at Philadelphia the 14th day of March, 1755, 
| surveyed and laid out unto a certain Adam Hubert, 
| who disposed of the property to William Cooper in 
| 1764, who sold the same to Moses and Andrew 
| Mcllvain, all houses, dams, waters, water courses, 
| trees and timber, liberties, commodities, profits, advan- 
tages, etc., October 23, 1765. William Cooper was 
miller. The mill was built by Moses and Andrew 
Mecllvain in 1771, as indicated on a stone. 


Previous to the building of this mill there was an 
old mill built, the foundation of which was unearthed 
by making repairs or additions to the present mill, 
but as to when and by whom cannot be ascertained. 


Moses Mclivain, Sr., sold the property to Andrew 
Mcllvain, one of the sons of the said Moses Mellvain, 
senior, January 25, 1776. 


On the 17th day of October, 1800, Moses Mcllvain 
sold the property to Andrew Mcllvain the one full 
equal and undivided mority of half part of the same 
tract of 218 acres, the same originally granted unto 
Andrew Hubert by Warrant etc., as stated above. 


This same tract Andrew Mcllvain by his last will 
and testament, made the 9th day of May, 1807, did 
divide the same tract of land unto Robert and William 
Mcllvain. 


On the 2nd day of April, 1813, Robert and William 
Mcllvain sold to Philip Kohler, of Manheim township, 
York County, the same tract of Land, called “Andres’s 
Farm”, situated as before named, on the waters of 
Little Conewago Creek. 


On the 4th day of May, 1845, Philip Kohler and his 
wife Magdalene sold the above named tract of land, 
containing 189 acres, to William and Jesse Kohler, of 
Mount Pleasant township, Adams County, together 
with the mill and its appurtenances. The third of this 
mill was added by the said William and Jesse Kohler, 
while in their possession, as well as other improve- 
ments in the race, dams, etc. 


According to a deed of partition, dated the first day 
of April, 1850, the parties, William and Jesse Kohler, 


made a full, just and equal partition and division be- 
tween them of the said tract of land, according to 
their respective shares and interest. The said William 
Kohler shall have all that piece of land, according 
to the boundaries, containing 142 acres, together with 
all the building and improvements of the described 
piece of land, and that the said Jesse Kohler shall 
have all that piece or allotment of land, residue of 
the same tract, comprising the mill, aforesaid, con- 
taining 46 acres, together with the mill building and 
the improvements on the same. Each bound them- 
selves one to another; William Kohler taking the land 
or farm and Jesse Kohler the mill property. 


John P. Clunk, the present owner of the mill, pur- 
chased the same in the fall of 1868, from Jesse Kohler, 
and took possession on the Ist day of April, 1869. 
This property contains some 40 acres, with mill, dwell- 
ing houses, and a mill house. Mr. Clunk removed the 
old overshot wheel and put in a turbine wheel, with 
some improvements inside and out. He also built a 
new saw mill and runs it with a turbine wheel; a sav- 
ing in water power. 


GETTYSBURG COMPILER June 1, 1886 


LILLY’S MILL ON THE LITTLE CONEWAGO CREEK 





Lilly's Mill is located on the Little Conewago Creek, 
in Mount Pleasant township, not far from Conewago 
Chapel. The land was taken up by the ancestors of 
the present family in 1730, and in about 1750 the 
first saw mill was built. This was supplied with water 
from a dam located at “Round Log”, about a mile 
above the present mill. This dam also supplied water 
for the woolen mill, which was the first enterprise 
started by Samuel Lilly, the first, in 1730 after he 
landed in this country from Bristol, England. Soon after 
1750 a chopping mill was erected on the site of the 
present mill, and was run for many years by Samuel 
Brady, up to 1832. The present mill was built by 
Henry Lilly, who died in 1836. The new structure was 
built by John Camp, and the mill wright work was 
done by John Kelly and Peter Wise. 


These two gentlemen also ran it for several years, 
when it was rented by Thomas Ebrehart, who ran it 


until about 1844, when Joseph Lilly took possession, 
and with Pius Little as miller, ran it up to abdut 1854, 
when it was rented to Pius Little, who continued up to 
1862, when he went to war. Peter J. Ginter then rented 
it and continued up until 1870. B. F. Livelsberger ran it 
from the spring of 1870 to the spring of 1871, when 
Harry J. Lilly rented it to Jeremiah Storm, who stayed 
until 1874. T. C. Noel then rented the mill and re- 
mained until 1881, when Jeremiah Storm returned and 
is the present occupant. (1886) 


When Joseph Lilly came into possession he erected 
a dam at the present place, a wooden structure built 
by John Camp, old Jacob Will supplying the pine 
lumber and hauling it from the mountain. This dam 
proved a miserable failure, the first freshet breaking 
it badly. It was then patched and pieced at various 
times and became a troublesome and expensive in- 
stitution. It stood, however, with an occasional break, 
until the 19th of February, 1866, when an ice flood 
knocked out 150 feet of it, down to the foundation. 
The present stone dam was erected in 1867, and 
reinforced in 1873, so that the dam has withstood 
some of the heaviest floods in the history of the 
stream. 


The flood of 1827 was the highest ever known. The 
old saw mill and chopping mill, then standing, were 
tied by ropes to a large poplar tree on the race bank 
to keep the raging waters from taking them down 
stream. 


The great flood of June, 1884, was the highest 
since 1827, and probably the most destructive. The 
gates at the head of the race were washed out and 
some damage done to the race, a thing that never 
happened before in the history of the establishment. 

The property was descended from father to son and 
the name has never changed since 1730. 
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NOEL’S MILL ON THE LITTLE CONEWAGO CREEK 


John Mixel was the first owner, his warrant from 
the Penns granting him 150 acres dated at Phila- 
delphia the 14th of January, 1743; situated about two 
miles from Digges’ Tract, on the Little Conewago; 
surveyed by George Smith, Deputy Surveyor under 
Thomas Cookson, Esq., April 19, 1744, being described 
as lying on both sides of that stream. John Mixel died 
_ in 1776, when the property went to his oldest son, 
John Mixel, Jr. who sold the same in the same year 
to Jacob Slagle Sr., who the same year sold it to 
Jacob Slagle, Jr. for the sum of 550 pounds, who was 
the supposed owner until about the year 1800, when 
Jacob Adams became the owner and built the first 
mill in the year 1814. The mill was a two story stone, 
with attic and basements, a very substantial structure. 
It is not positively known who did the millwright 
work, but it is supposed to have been a Mr. Clunk. 
The mill then built, after undergoing numerous re- 
pairs and changes, stood until April 26, 1883, when 
it was totally destroyed by fire. John Sneeringer be- 
came the next owner; he died in 1843. The property 
was again sold in 1845, by Joseph J. Smith, Adminis- 
trator of John Sneeringer, who sold it in turn to 
Moses Senft in April, 1846, for the sum of $7,700. The 
Property was then in two parts, together making 150 
acres. The heirs of Moses Senft then conveyed it to 


Charles Senft and John Reed, as tenants in common 
the said John Reed and Mary, his wife, by deed, 
bearing date of April 2, 1867 sold the mill, saw mill, 
and about 18 acres of land to Isaac Hershey for the 
sum of $5,170.15. Mr. Hershey remained in posses- 
sion of the property until his death, which occured in 
1880. Mr. Hershey in 1878, remodeled the mill, in- 
troducing iron turbine water wheels and new ma- 
chinery, at a cost of about $4,000. In the fall of 1880 
the mill property was sold by the Administrator of 
Isaac Hershey to T. C. Noel, the present owner, for 
the sum of $8,220. The mill was destroyed by fire, 
April 26, 1883. Mr. Noel rebuilt the mill as a roller 
mill, the first of its kind in Adams County, and it has 
proved a success. The dam was damaged by high 
water and floods twice in 1884 and again in 1886. 
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MARTIN KITZMILLER MILL. 





Martin Kitzmiller built his mill in 1738. It was 
located on the Little Conewago Creek, just off the 
Littlestown road, near the Digges Mansion. 


He enlarged it with brick in 1755. Over the mill 
door these dates and names were found. 


“Hanson Martin Kitzmiller. Aug. 1738. Ano. 1775. 
I. H. K. M. May 12, 1791.” 


This mill was later owned by Ephriam Bollinger 
who formerly ran a mill at Menges Mills, (York Co.) 

During the Civil War the mill was opened by John 
Duttera. Union soldiers under Gen. Kilpatrick’s com- 
mand, stopped at the mill for food and water. 





GITT MILL 


THE GITT MILL on the Littlhe Conewago near New 
'| Oxford was built by a man named Sweikert in 1743. 
‘| It was then owned or operated by: Israel Range, 1795; 
Frederich Myers, 1816; James R. Gitt, 1859; A. F. 
Gitt, 1873; Henry Eichelberger, 1877, when it burned 
to the ground. It was rebuilt by Capt. A. M. Eichel- 


') berger. The corner-stone of the old mill bore this in- 


| scription. “Thafrancken-Faller-Mill-Pildt bie Deobalt 
| Sholas”. 


THE SCHREIVER-DELLONE-O’BOLD MILL 


Ludwig Schreiver received a patent to the land in 
Mt. Rock from Lord Baltimore in 1735, He built the 


+ second mill along the Little Conewago Creek. Jacob 
» Adams was the first of a long list of millers. It has 
- been stated that many owned it and many rented it. 


| This was a flouring and chopping mill. John Sneer- 
| inger owned it. Samuel Weikert ground there from 
, 1838 to 1840. Abraham Senft owned it and Jacob 
+ Hershey milled there too. In 1883 the mill burned to 
the ground while T. C. Noel was operating it. He re- 


| built it the same year and introduced new machinery. 


» A Mr. Dellone owned it and sold it later to Philip 
) Staub. George Himes and Jacob Barnitz bought it from 
Staub for $4000.50. After several years they sold out 
)) to Micheal Dellone and his son Jacob. They ran it for 
) a period and sold to Lewis and Ignatius Dellone. (This 
is when the name Dellone “stuck” as an owner.) The 
Dellones sold to Jacob Hostetter for $19,000, from 
whom Vincent O’Bold bought the mill for $17,415. 
During this period Mr. Harry Topper ran the mill for 
Mr. O’Bold, from 1910 to 1912, at which time Mr. 
Pius Horwedel assumed management and ran it until 
1924, After he left, Mr. Paul Neiderer ran it for one 
year until 1925. 


Due to a change in the water rights the mill was 
discontinued in 1925. Pius |. Wagaman bought and 
removed it. Thus ended an era of milling from 1735 
to 1925. 


A map which was processed at Fort Belvoir, Va., 
shows the mill as “Topper Mill’. It is to be presumed 
Mr. Harry Topper was either the renter or owner at 
that time. (1910 to 1912) 


McSHERRYSTOWN 
One Of The Leading Cigar Manufacturing 
Centers In The United States 


This progressive little town, situated a short distance 
from Gettysburg, is a thriving place of 1,800 inhabi- 
tants, and is one of the leading centers of the United 
States for the manufacture of cigars, there being no 
less than twenty establishments engaged in this line 
of business. McSherrystown and vicinity was formerly 
a part of the grant of 10,000 acres from Lord Baltimore 
to John Digges, an English friend, who gave the 
property the name of “Digges’ Choice.” 

Here is located St. Mary’s Catholic Church and 
parochial school, two of the largest buildings of their 
kind in the state, and a Lutheran Church. 

J. McKinney has the credit of establishing the first 
cigar factory here shortly after returning from the Civil 
War, but the great boom given to the manufacture of 


cigars in McSherrystown was in 1880, when Samuel L. 
Johns, “the tobacco king,” began operations and gave 
employment to hundreds of people. 


The town is reached from Hanover by a short ride 
(five cents) on the trolley cars. The population is rapidly 
increasing and the price of land is going up. McSherrys- 
town has a good bank, public school, three hotels 
and many fine stores. (circa. 1910) 


Cigar Factories that were known to exist, and some 
still in operation, for the past one-hundred years: 


Martin & Bunty: Corner of South and Sixth Streets, 
where Aaron Teel lived. 


Topper’s: Bern, Hugh and F. V., Sr., located on 
North Street in the three-hundred block. 


Shorb: Main Street, next to his home. At the upper 
end of town. 


John Poist: Corner of North and Fourth Streets. 


William L. Busbey: Factory was in alley, opposite 
Eckenrode Backery and stables. 


Jerry Collins: Corner of Fifth and North Streets, 
where Tommy Brady now lives. 


McKinney’s: Operated by Burt’s father. Was started 
during or shortly after the Civil War. Burt's father 
started same after returning home from seeing duty 
with the Union forces. 


Jackie Bollinger: Corner of North and Fourth Streets. 
Knobby Klunk: Corner of Main and Second Streets. 


Topper, Hemler and Roth: Located on north side of 
St. Joseph’s Convent. Later, Topper, Hemler and Roth 
each operated their own factories. 


Roth: Corner of Third and North Streets, where 
Bob Neiderer now lives. 


George Hemler: Main Street, opposite present Post 
Office, was formerly operated by the Busbey’s. 


Sam Johns: Imperial factory, located back of Felix 
property, Main St. 


Charles Miller: Lower end of South Street. Building 
is still standing. 


B. P. Topper Cigar Co.: Is in operation at this time 
at the corner of North Alley and Fifth Street. As far 
as is known, it is the only cigar factory in the east 
that continues to make them by hand. Except for 
Florida, where Cuban labor is used, it probably is the 
only factory in the United States, that can boast “Hand 
Made Cigars.” It is operated by Francis Topper, son 
of the late Curtis Topper, who in turn succeeded his 
father B. P. Topper. 


C. F. Keffer Cigar Co., was operated by Charles 
Frederick and Francis X. 
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John M. Shorb Cigar Factory — Names on next page 











JOHN M. SHORB CIGAR FACTORY 


Left to Right, First Row: Vincent Little, Bunker Rife, 
Bally Weaver, Cletus (Pippy) Hockensmith, Ken Mc- 
Master, Alfred Cramer, Herbert Wildasin, Urban Hart- 
laub, Butler Smith, Elmer Mummert, Richard Rutters, 
Fred Myers Eddie Bixler. 


Second Row: Joe Krepps, Frank Klunk, Bill Smith, 
Genevieve Lawrence, Edna Lawrence, Mary Small, 
Helen Kuhn, Roxie McMaster, Alice Groft, Emory 
Horner, Slinker Smith (with hat). 


Third Row: Sue Small, Mae Keefer, John Shorb 
(Owner), Eugene Shorb, Mrs. Freddie Myers, Stine 
Horner, Lillian Knadig, Mrs. James Clingan, Clair Over- 
baugh, Gert Small, Grace (Staub) McMaster. 


Fourth Row: Maggie Gulden, Norine (Bunty) Busbey, 
Vertie Harner, Mrs. John Shorb, Mrs. Rose Shorb, Mrs. 
John Eltz, Sallie Becker, Mamie Jacoby, Mrs. Joe Ying- 
ling, Edna Cramer, John Eltz, Joe Smith, Frank Funk. 


Fifth Row: Ambrose Hartlaub (Surt’s father), In- 
surance Man, Bill Reigle, Irvin Hartlaub, Pete Gebhart, 
Paul Collins, Jim Noel, Aggie Small, Annie Gaul, Ella 
(Noel) Deitz, Lulla (Wireman) Gebhart, Mary (Small) 
Kritchen, -Emma (Reed) Shadle, Mrs. Victoria Groft, 
Lilly Topper, Mary Livelsberger, John Leonard. 


Doorway: Ann (Bunty) Dougherty, Ann (Ackerman) 
Lawrence. (circa. 1910) 


ANO-TERO CIGAR CO., 
F. F. HEMLER, PROP. 


Life without good cigars is intolerable to the man 
who has all his life been accustomed to them. Few, 
however, out of the millions of smokers, ever have a 
chance to visit the home of their favorite cigar which 
may be thousands of miles away. The factory of the 
Ano-Tero Cigar Company, of which Mr. G. F. Hemler 
is the proprietor, is thoroughly ventilated and 
thoroughly sanitary in every respect, and is the home 
of the famous “Pattetson,” “Havana Post,” “Tom Rex’ 
and “James Oliver” brands made to the extent of 50,- 
000 a week or nearly 3,000,000 annually. 


These goods are high grade, MADE BY UNION 
LABOR, from the best domestic and imported tobaccos. 
When Mr. Hemler started in business he set a high 
standard for himself and he has kept it. He worked 
hard to give the product of his factory the highest 
standing, and they are so recognized today, not only 
by the trade, but by smokers everywhere. Mr. Hemler 
has about 70 skilled employes. He is a young man, 
full of true public spirit, and one of McSherrystown’s 
best friends. (circa. 1910) 


McSHERRYSTOWN CIGAR COMPANY 


Among the many manufacturers of cigars in Mc- 
Sherrystown none are more thoroughly identified with 
the business than the McSherrystown Cigar Company, 
guarantee of the choice quality of the contents. 


The factory is No. 3677 and the ventilation and 
sanitation is perfect. The building stands in the open 
field, apart from contact with any other, and the 
pure, fresh air of green fields and woods is no purer 
than that in this factory. Over 60 hands are employed 
and some of his brands, such as “Judge Martin,” 
"Buckley’s Lewis,” “Edward Buckneel” and “Clintford” 


have a national reputation. The output of this mode! 
factory is between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 fine 
cigars, for which there is a steady demand and con- 
stantly increasing sale. Mr. H. J. Roth, of this company, 
was formerly the senior partner in the firm of H. J. 
Roth & Co., but severed his connection with it some 
years ago and is now in business entirely on his own 
account. (circa. 1910) 


F. X. SMITH’S SONS CO. 





F. X. Smith 
Son of J. J. Smith 


Joseph J. Smith 
Mary Hemler Smith 


McSherrystown, Adams County, Pennsylvania has a 
population of 2,839. It also has the thriving cigar firm 
of F. X. Smith’s Sons Co., which has been turning out 
its well-known products at Factory No. 331 for the last 
hundred years. 


The founder of the enterprise, F. X. Smith, was born 
in 1843 in the county of Adams where he received 
his early education and where he later farmed until he 
was eighteen. He then went into his father’s general 
store in Irishtown, Penna., where he. continued for 
several years. While there, he embarked in the cigar 
business in 1863, commencing with five hands and 
increasing his work to 25. 


In 1877, he came to McSherrystown where he 
entered into a leaf and cigar partnership with J. C. 
McKinney. In a little over two years, the partnership 
was dissolved and Mr. Smith embarked on his own 
business. He kept a general store and dealt in cigars 
and leaf. In 1882, he gave up the store to devote all 
his attention to the tobacco business. At this time he 
was making about six million cigars annually and 
handling four to five million other cigars. Also, about 
this time he married Miss Louise J. Hombach, daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. Wm. L. Hombach. They had eight 
children: Clara, Charles, William, Anna, Joseph, Paul, 
Peter and Violet. 


The rise of the cigar industry in that part 
of Pennsylvania is perhaps coincident with the incep- 
tion of the house of F. X. Smith. At least it owes as 
much for its extension and permanency to the Smith 
operation as to any other institutions in the area. 


Eventually, Mr. Smith's sons joined him in the 
business. First Charles and Joseph and later William 
L.. and Paul A. and Peter F. Smith. 

Following the death of F. X. Smith in 1901, his 
sons continued the business. Joseph H., Charles F. and 
William L. have since passed on. 

For a number of years Peter and Paul Smith operat- 
ed the business and in 1922 Peter became sole owner, 
operating it until 1937 when Joseph F., his son, was 
admitted as a partner. At the time the business con- 
sisted of three factories in McSherrystown and one 
each in Hanover, Centennial and Irishtown, employing 
some 500 workers. Cigars at that time were being 
made by hand, but in 1937, Mr. Smith installed the 
latest machinery and other modern equipment. 

Mr. Smith’s grandson, Philip, is the latest Smith to 
enter the firm, which he did on his graduation from 
Kings College in 1957. He is connected with the manu- 
facturing end. 

Mr. Peter Smith, still active in community and busi- 
ness affairs, controls the firm along with his son, 
Joseph. 

Although Lord Baltimore and John Jr. are the two 
principal cigar brands, they also manufacture such 
intriguing frontmarks as Say-So, Engagement, Hamp- 
ton Court, Factory 331 Smokers, Betsy Ross, John Sr. 
and Socrates, as well as private brands for others. 





” 





Many of the firm’s distributors have been fast 
friends for years. A. J. Golden, York, Pa., has repre- 
sented them in the eastern, southern and central 
states for 41 years. In the Midwest, U.S. Cigar Sales 
Co., Milwaukee, has represented them for over 20 
years. 

Fine ingredients, good workmanship and _ loyal 
associations—these are the basis of the Smith philoso- 
phy and, after a hundred years, the basis of F. X. 
Smith’s success. 
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Smith & Bollinger Cigar Factory — 1895 
Left to right: Robt. P. Smith (little boy), Sam Stonesifer, Clem Staub, Bill Weisensale, Felix (Tate) Funk, Joe (Gimper) 
Rutters, Jack Smith, Dave Willet, Elmer Weisensale, Edgar (Hickie) Neidererr, Charlie Maust, Greg Hagerman, Jack 
Bollinger, Harry (Hal) Neiderer, Chas. F. Smith, Felix Eline, Stan Krichten (boy in front), Scott (J. D.) Neiderer, Lewis 
(Butch) Staub, Joe (Bones) Overbaugh, Herbert E. Smith (baby in arms), “Old Spot” dog. 


J. A. POIST & COMPANY 
CIGAR MANUFACTURERS 


Four million cigars a year as the output from a single 
factory is to the layman an astonishing number and he 
can hardly grasp the fact that this is so, but this is a 
fact at the J. A. Poist & Co. Mr. Poist has been in 
business since 1877 on his own account, having 
started with only one employee, and he now has 
between 60 and 70 people, nearly a dozen of whom 
have been in the factory for 30 years or more. Mr. 
Poist is an expert in combining the various kinds of 
/ tobacco and makes a number of celebrated brands, 
and at least two of them—“Sam Wilson” and “Edmond 
- Cook”—have a clientele among lovers of the enticing 
weed everywhere. Mr. Poist was born in Adams 
County and from the windows of his office he can 











Left to right, bottom row: Josephine Rider, Edna Lilly, 


Pascoe, Robert Neiderer. 





Lewis Eline (holding son Robert), Clara Mummert, unknow 
vieve Neiderer, Mary Lawrence. Second Row: unknown c 


look out upon the farm where he was at work when 
the Battle of Gettysburg was going on. Although then 
but a boy 13 years old, he has a most distinct recollec- 
tion of the events of those stirring times. After the 
close of the war Mr. Poist learned his trade and began 
business in McSherrystown, which was then but a 
straggling cross roads village. He can well recall when 
there were only a dozen houses between Main Street, 
in McSherrystown, and Carlisle Street in Hanover. 

Mr. Poist was one of the incorporators of the 
borough and was a member of its first council. He was 
largely instrumental in promoting the building of the 
Hanover and McSherrystown Street Railway, was one 
of the incorporators of the Farmers’ Bank of McSherrys- 
town, of which he is a director and has been identified 
with every movement that has been inaugurated for 
the progress of the town. (circa. 1910) 





Imperial Cigar Factory 


Lizzie Esterline, Marion Esterline, child George Eline, unknown, 
n, Alice Krise, unknown, Sylvia Esterline, Rose Keffer, Gene- 
hild, Rose Wierman, unknown, Emma Harner, Bernice Kaeh- 
ler, Tillie Mummert, Rebecca Hamm. Third row: Henry Devine, unknown, Catherine Martin, unknown, unknown, Mrs. 


Francis Yake, Ella Noel, unknown, unknown, Linus Topper, Alfred Legore, Emory Harner, Howard Mummert, William 


J. D. YANTIS & COMPANY 
UNION MADE HIGH GRADE CIGARS 


From the Atlantic to the Pacific and from Canada to 
the Gulf of Mexico, wherever the lover of a good cigar 
is to be found, the “Union Reserve” is favorably known 
and always finds a hearty welcome. This cigar, made 
by J. D. Yantis & Co., of McSherrystown, has qualities 
that endear it to smokers possessed by but few brands. 
Many brands deteriorate with age, but the “Union 
Reserve” never. 


J. D. Yantis & Co. are also large manufacturers of 
special brands for jobbers, and when the number of 
their factory is seen on a box it may be considered 
a badge of merit, for they make only choice UNION 
MADE GOODS. The factory on North street, has a floor 
space of 18,000 square feet, and is well lighted, and 
ventilated. Mr. Yantis the senior partner, is native of 
Maryland. He lived for a while in Ohio and has resided 
here for years and served the borough as Assessor. 
Mr. J. E. Lawrence came into the firm seven years 
ago. He is a native of Mt. Pleasant Township, Adams 
County, and has been a resident of McSherrystown 
for 25 years. He has served in the town council and 
he, like his partner, Mr. Yantis, is regarded as one of 
our best business men. (circa. 1910) 


C. E. MATTINGLY & CO. 
High Grade Cigars 


It would be a delight to smokers everywhere if 
they could visit McSherrystown and see the way cigars 
are made there, especially those who have had occa- 
sion to see the conditions under which they are made 
in some of the tenement sweat shops of the large 
cities. The factory to be visited, should such a chance 
occur, should be that of C. E. Mattingly & Co. a model 
factory, turning out only high-grade cigars for which 
there is a large and increasing demand wherever a 
good smoke is appreciated. The factory, of C. E. 
Mattingly & Co., is built in the open among the virgin 
fields. There are no houses on any of the four sides 
of it, giving light and ventilation that could not be 
procured for any amount of money in a big city. It 
is sanitary to the limit, neat as a new pin from top to 
bottom and only the most skilled UNION WORKMEN 
are employed in making its product. 


Wherever “Union Rule,” “Charles Pettit,” “Ed Gray,” 
“John Endicott” or “John Fannell” cigars are found 
there you need not hesitate to smoke, for these are the 
specialities of this concern and only the finest selection 
of tobacco goes into their makeup. 


The factory of C. E. Mattingly has a floor space of 
about 1,500 square feet. The firm began business in 
August, 1892, and about 35 people are employed. 
Mr. Mattingly, the managing partner, is a thoroughly 
practical man. He was born near Zanesville, Ohio, and 
has lived here for 18 years. He is prominent in munici- 
pal affairs, having been a member of the council, and 
is a Knight of Columbus. 


BETHLEHEM’S HANOVER QUARRY 


This quarry, Owned and operated by Bethlehem 
Limestone Company, a Bethlehem Steel Corporation 
subsidiary, is located near the towns of Hanover and 


McSherrystown, Pennsylvania, in the southeastern 
corner of Adams County. The quarry lies conveniently 
near to three of Bethlehem’s large steel plants: Spar- 
rows Point, Md., Steelton and Johnstown, Pa. 


The historical importance of Hanover limestone goes 
back more than two hundred years, when the farmers 
of the area discovered that the native bluish white 
stone became an excellent soil conditioner when 
burned. Each spring, quantities of the homemade lime 
were spread on fields before plowing commenced. 


Some of the more prosperous farmers foresaw an 
industry in the production of stone for lime, and 
opened quarries on their farms. Pot kilns of some 
20 tons capacity were fed from the top and drawn 
from the bottom in a continuous operation. During 
spring and fall planting seasons, lines of horse-drawn 
wagons were queued up each daybreak, and business 
thrived. 


About 1900, a quarry operator named J. R. Bittinger 
built a new plant along Route 94 at what is now 
known as Bittinger, Pa. The Western Maryland Railway 
ran a spur track to the plant, and soon was moving 
two or more carloads per day out of the new quarry. 
This limestone was primarly used by a paper company, 
glass manufacturers, and by the railroad for track 
ballast. 


Bethlehem Steel Company entered the scene during 
World War |, owing to the vastly increased demand 
for steel. The raw materials for steelmaking became 
increasingly hard to get. Bethlehem, competing in the 
open market with other steel producers, determined 
to develop private sources of supply. 

The Bittinger quarry was chosen as the source of 
limestone for flux material at Sparrows Point, and the 
purchase became effective on January 1, 1918. The 
old pot kilns were removed, and a new plant erected. 
Under the name of Bethlehem Mines Corporation the 
new plant began operations August 15, 1920, with 
normal monthly production of 30,000 to 40,000 tons 
per month. 


Five years later, production increased by nearly 
100 per cent, and the company began to sell to the 
commercial trade those sixes too small for steel-plant 
flux. By 1952, with production running over a million 
tons annually, it became necessary to acquire additional 
reserves, and the land west of the then existing 
plant was purchased. The first rock was removed 
from the new site in October 1956. 


Construction of the new plant office and shop 
buildings was started in September 1958, and con- 
struction of the Main Processing Building was started 
the following year. The present new plant was com- 
pleted in 1962. 


The handsome Main Processing Building is a marvel 
of efficiency. Designed to turn out 1200 tons of 
stone per hour, it inciudes an array of modern crushers, 
feeders, scrubbers, and screens, connected by 212 
miles of enclosed conveyors. The entire operation 
is automatically controlled from a central panel, which 
can be operated by one man. 


In operations, the stone in the quarry is first stripped 
of overburden, then. drilled and blasted. Huge 8-yard 
shovels scoop up the loosened stone and load it into 
45-ton, rear-dump trucks, which carry it to the Primary 
Crusher located in the quarry. Here the stone is 








crushed to 10-inch top size, then moved by conveyor 
belt to the Main Processing Plant. 


In the Main Processing Plant, the stone is further 
crushed, sized, and washed according to the require- 
ments of the finished products described later. Fin- 
ished material is carried by conveyor belts to stackers, 
where it is stored until needed. This finished material 
can be varied as to chemical or physical makeup by 
blending through reclaiming tunnels. 


From the stockpile area, stone is loaded into railroad 
cars, or carried to the Sinter Flux Plant or Commerical 
Processing Plant depending on the end use of the 
product. The Sinter Sand Plant is designed to produce 
500 tons per hour of sand that will be minus % inch 
or less. The Commercial Stone Plant has a capacity 
of 300 tons per hour. 


Chemically, three types of stone are produced, at 
Hanover Quarry. These are: low-silica calcite; low- 
silica dolomite; and high-silica stone suitable only for 
commercial purposes. 


Metallurgical stone for steel plant use is known as 
open hearth flux, blast furnace flux, rice dolomite, 
rice calcite, and sinter flux sand. Blast furnace and 
open hearth fluxes range in size from four and one- 
half inches down to one irich; sinter flux sand runs 
from one-quarter inch down to 100-mesh screen size. 
All these products are produced to the chemical and 
physical needs of steel-plant usage. 


Stone too high in silica (over 3 per cent) for metal- 
lurgical purposes is processed into commercial stone. 
Accounting for as much as 12 per cent of total quarry 





production, commercial stone is used as aggregate in 
road construction; as railroad ballast; in the making 
of concrete and blacktop; in concrete blocks; and for 
the production of agricultural limestone. 


All stone products destined for steel-plant use will 
originate on the Western Maryland Railway. Con- 
necting railroads will carry the stone to Bethlehem’s 
plants at Sparrows Point, Maryland, and Steelton, 
Johnstown, and Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Commercial 
stone will be hauled locally by truck. 


The area lies in the Piedmont Physiographic Pro- 
vince. The sedimentary rocks are all Lower Cambrian 
and Ordovician age with the exception of Triassic 
sediments which overlap the older sediments on the 
west and north. Pre-Cambrian meta-basalts are ex- 
posed in the core of the Pigeon Hills to the northeast 
of the Hanover Quarry, while Lower Cambrian quartz- 
ites occur along the flanks. 


The area of the quarry is entirely underlain by 
folded and faulted carbonate rocks and shale which 
are probably equivalent in age to the Tomstown for- 
mation of the Great Appalachian Valley. These once 
flat-lying sediments have undergone considerable de- 
formation, faulting apparently having been more 
dominant than folding in developing the structures. 
Fault zones were commonly encountered in drill cores 
and many faults are exposed in the quarry faces. At 
least one obvious thrust fault has brought the oldest 
formation in the quarry area, the Antietam sandstone, 
up against and probably over the carbonate rocks. 
Antietam outcrops are seen in old pits made for ballast 
along the center of the low east-west ridge on the 


south part of the King Tract just west of the railroad. 


Overlying the Antietam sandstone in the quarry 
area are the following formations in order of decreas- 
ing age: Vintage dolomite, Kinzer shale, Ledger dolo- 
mite-limestone and Conestoga limestone. The Vintage, 
Kinzer, and Ledger formations are the Tomstown 
equivalents (Lower Cambrian) while the Conestoga is 
Lower Ordovician, probably Chazy. All of the low 
silica stone included in the reserve estimate is probably 
in the Ledger formation. 


At full operation, Hanover Quarry will employ 
about 150 persons drawn largely from the surrounding 
area. These employees will account for an annual 
payroll of between $800,000 and $1,000,000. 

The Quarry is serviced by four miles of railroad 
yard track originating from the main line of the 
Western Maryland Railroad. It has its own sewage 
plant in which all sewage is treated before being 
released into the streams. Tailings or final washing- 
plant wasts are first thickened, then sand and agri- 
cultural limestone fines are removed and the residue 
is pumped into a 67-acre disposal area east of the 
Main Plant. 

In every feasible way Bethlehem’s Hanover Plant 
will continue to strive to be a good citizen, a good 
neighbor, and a credit to its neighboring communities. 


ALWINE BRICK COMPANY 
AN ADAMS COUNTY INSTITUTION 
FOUNDED 1851 


In the selection of building materials, it is well to 
remember the words of Sir Charles Lyell who in his 
“Antiquity of Man” said, “Granite disintegrates and 
crumbles into mica, quartz, and feldspar; marble soon 
moulders into dust of carbonate of lime; but hard, 
well-burnt clay endures forever in the ancient land- 
marks of mankind.” 


Brickmaking is generally regarded as one of the 
oldest known industries. The archeological excavator 
finds evidence that sun dried or adobe bricks were 
used thousands of years before the earliest recorded 
date of history as given on a brick tablet at the time 
of Sardon of Akkad around 2700 B.C., founder of the 
Chaldean Empire. It was very natural for the dwell- 
ers along great rivers such as the Euphrates and 
Tigris to notice on the banks the sun baked and ir- 
regularly cracked clay blocks which, after a little 
crude shaping, proved suitable for building a wall 
for a building. The earliest bricks manufactured were 
made in such places as Babylonia, Egypt, and Europe. 
In England, from which our own brick building prac- 
tices have been chiefly derived, the first manufactur- 
ers of brick was that of the Romans during that 
three and one-half centuries of occupancy. In the 
North American Colonies, which very naturally fol- 
lowed European, especially English practice, the first 
brick houses were built of material brought from 
Holland or England; these first brick being brought to 
our country in the form of ballast on vessels carrying 
other staple items needed in the new colony. 

However, up until about 1880, American  brick- 
making was largely confined to the use of common 
brick for ordinary construction or for backing stone- 
faced walls. From that date to the present, a growing 
taste has demanded and secured artistic effects in 


the brick wall by the use of especially selected or 
manufactured brick which, in a bewildering variety 
of beautiful color tones and textures, have been 
sympathetically and artistically treated by our leading 
architects as illustrated in all parts of our country. 





18$1 OUR FIRST BRICKYARD 


One of the oldest brick manufacturing concerns in 
the country, having produced brick continuously since 
1851, is Alwine Brick Company near New Oxford, 
Pennsylvania. The founder of the business which 
still bears his name, Peter S. Alwine, was born in 
November, 1831, in Paradise Township near Abbotts- 
town in the “Pennsylvania Dutch” country of York 
County. As a boy, he learned the trade of making 
brick by hand, there having been no other method 
at that time, as a journeyman going from farm to 
farm. By the time he was seventeen, he had become 
a skilled artisan. By the time he had reached the age 
of twenty, he had established his own “yard.” He 
quarried his first clay in Paradise Township just across 
the Adams County line in York County where he set- 
tled after his marriage to Catherine Dahlheimer. 


This “brickyard” supplied the needs of the nearby 
farmers and builders who did not have clay on their 
land from which brick could be made. This venture 
represented what was probably the first attempt in 
this part of Pennsylvania to furnish brick for prospec- 
tive builders. With a crew of three men and two 
youthful assistants, Mr. Alwine’s brickyard was able 
to turn out 300,000 brick per year. The wood for 
burning the brick came from the Pigeon Hills delivered 
by horse drawn wagons. 


In 1879, Mr. Alwine started a brick plant in Spring 
Grove, Pa. with two moulders. However, in 1884, a 
flood washed out the entire plant. Two horses, the 
stable, brickshed, and all the wood were lost when 
Codorus Creek overflowed its banks. Some finished 
brick were the sum total of the salvage. Mr. Alwine, 
therefore, moved to higher ground and rebuilt his 
plant at nearby Ambau. But in 1911, the clay available 
at this site was exhausted and this plant ceased its 
operation. 


In 1885, the Paradise Township plant was relocated 
at Berlin Junction in adjoining Adams County near 
New Oxford, and approximately 12 miles east of 
Gettysburg. Alwine Brick Company is presently at 
this same location. Here has had access to a railroad 
siding, and most important, the shale of. the area 
produced a most satisfactory brick. 





In the meantime, he and his wife were bringing up 
a family of 13 children, all of whom grew to maturity. 
Mr. Alwine was a man of affairs, the records of the 
York County Historical Society showing that he was 
one of the best informed men of his community. 


He was, at various times, a school teacher, a country 
merchant and a farmer as well as a brickmaker. His 
many-sided activities won for him personal popularity 
and a reputation for sound business judgment and 
learning. From all accounts, his outstanding quality 
was his sincere love for his fellow-men. 


After his death, in 1895, two of his sons, namely 
William C. and Lewis H., acquired the business, 
forming a partnership in 1896 which continued until 
it was incorporated in 1915. The name of the partner- 
ship was Alwine Bros. Brick Company. In 1935, the 
name was again changed to the present name, Alwine 
Brick Company. Presently, two of William C. Alwine’s 
sons, namely Charles E. and William C., Jr., continue 
the business as chief executives, they being President 
and Treasurer, respectively. 


Thus, the history of this business spans 112 years 
with three generations of ownership and continuous 
operation, an almost unique record in American busi- 
ness history. Numerous members of the Alwine 


family have spent all, or part of, their working lives 
with the Alwine Brick Company. Presently, there are 
eight Alwines among the one hundred full time em- 
ployees of the firm, having a combined total years 
service of 215 or an average of approximately 27 
years each. 


Methods have changed considerably since Peter 
Alwine made his first brick but history of the business 
is a typical American story, starting with only one 
kiln, three men, and two boy-helpers, the establish- 
ment produced only 300,000 brick annually during 
the first years with a working year of only six months 
since practically all operations took place out of doors 
and the green brick had to be sun dried before being 
fired. 


During the intervening years, production has been 
steadily increased to the present capacity of 30 mililon 
brick per year. 


Bricks were first made two to a mould and dried 
on the floor. Later this method gave way to placing 
the brick on boards or pallets which were placed on 
shelves or racks to dry before setting in the kilns 
for firing. In former times, bricks were of various 
sizes, the standard size being 8¥2 inches by 9 inches 





in length. Today, the standard size brick is 2% by 8 by 
3% inches. There are presently a total of 13 beehive 
kilns, all being of the most up-to-date construction, 
encased by steel jackets; the two most recent kilns 
having been built just recently. All 13 kilns are now 
under roof, and enclosed; one of the only plants of 
its kind in the country possessing such facilities. 


Machinery has replaced much of the old hand 
labor with the present brick machine producing brick 
at the rate of 12,000 brick per hour. Approximately 
85,000 to 100,000 brick are burned or fired in each 
kiln at one time. The final shade of the finished 
brick is controlled by the temperature of nearly 
2000° F which are fired by natural gas. The kilns 
are on a twelve day cycle with about four days 
allowed for burning and three days for cooling each 
kiln. Prior to placing the bricks in the kiln, they 
spend approximately 24 hours in dryers which now 
use waste heat from cooling kilns. The idea of using 
waste heat to dry bricks instead of allowing them to 
dry in long wooden sheds under the sun was begun 
by the Alwines nearly 60 years ago. 


A recent innovation in the Making Department is 
an automatic pallet feeder. This machine replaces the 
necessity of having to feed the pallets by hand into 
the brick making machine. Since this machine was 
installed, many manufacturers from all over the coun- 
try have visited the Alwine Brick Company to see 
this machine in operation. 


Alwine Brick Company is also one of the few re- 
maining manufacturers in the United States manu- 
facturing a Genuine Handmade brick. Presently, ap- 
proximately 20 per cent of the total production is 
manufactured by hand. It is not uncommon for these 
Handmade bricks to be shipped to very distant places; 
some recent shipments having been made to Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota; St. Louis, Missouri; Wichita, Kansas; 
Houston, Texas; and Corpus Christi, Texas. 


Nearly 20 years ago, the Alwine Brick Company 
started the manufacture of concrete blocks and are 
presently producing 3% million to four million block 
per year. 


The brick produced, known as OXFORD® Colonials, 
have been widely accepted, not only locally, but 
throughout the entire Eastern Seaboard. Alwine dis- 
tributors are located in 22 states and while most of 
the production is shipped within a radius of 400 miles, 
it is not uncommon to ship this high quality product 
far greater distances. 


HARTLAUB FURNITURE 


In March, 1947, the Hartlaubs entered into the 
business of manufacturing furniture frames. With the 
assistance of a good friend they were financially able 
to erect a building and install lightweight machinery. 
Their first customer was Hanover Craftsman, South 
Franklin Street, Hanover, Pennsylvania, and their first 
sale amounted to $32.50. 





The business is represented by Harold, Gerald C. 
and Burnell W. Hartlaub. During the initial phases 
Harold cut the frames during the day and Gerald and 
Burnell would help assemble in the evenings. Frame 
business was slow at times even for one man. To keep 
busy, they would build farm wagon beds, truck 
bodies, apple crates and gun cabinets. Under these 
conditions the organization continued until 1949, at 
which time they were justified in hiring extra people 
to work part time. 


In 1951, Harold was inducted into the U.S. Army 
for two years. In 1953 they purchased a piece of 
ground from Felix Klunk in order to construct a second 
building which adjoined the original. 





The company was incorporated in 1956 as Hartlaub 
Furniture Company. The same year a warehouse was 
added to their growing organization, along with a 
new mill room, and during the summer of 1959 another 
building was constructed. Expansion was taking place 
rapidly, so that all the ground west of their present 
buildings to Plum Creek, from Main Street to North 
Street, was purchased from Felix Klunk. 


At the present time they have approximately 30,000 
square feet of floor space, every inch is utilized in 
the manufacture of frames and round turned legs. 
At the peak of their season fifty employees are kept 
busy. 


In 1958, the furniture styles changed to the round 
tapered leg used on furniture, television, hassocks, 
etc. Since they were not in a position to make the 
legs they had to buy them from suppliers. Due to the 
item being new, few suppliers were to be found, but 








to meet the challenge, the Hartlaubs got their heads 
together and figured cost and decided they could buy 
the legs turned, spray the legs whatever color neces- 
sary and install the hardware to go with their frames. 
This resulted in the incorporation of the Company to 
Hartlaub Legs Inc., in 1959. 


It was noted that the turned leg demand was 
growing fast, and in October, 1959 they purchased 
the former Pen Box Co., 401 Ridge Avenue, McSher- 
rystown, Pennsylvania, from Elmer H. and Albert E. 
Weaver. In this building, Spangler Bros., operated for 
Hartlaub’s under subcontract work. It was necessary 
for them to operate as many as thirteen spray guns 
at one time in order to satisfy customer demands. 
Total capacity amounted to 20,000 finished legs per 
day. On August 7, 1961, an automatic spray machine 
was installed in the plant at 401 Ridge Avenue. 


With three men operating this machine, they were 
capable of producing between 5000 and 15,000 legs 
per hour, which is approximately 80,000 to 100,000 
pieces per day at full production. In 1962, two more 
automatic lathes were added to their line, to partially 
take care of their needs. They are still buying a large 
percentage of their turnings from suppliers. 


In November, 1962 a survey of the High Point, 
North Carolina area was made regarding the amount 
of turnings used. They opened a warehouse in High 
Point in order to stock standard legs and special sizes 
for the volume users. 


From a shoestring beginning, consisting of an order 
amounting to $32.50, Gerald, Harold and Burnell 
Hartlaub have formed two companies that now require 
eight salesmen to represent them in an area that 
reaches throughout the United States, Canada and 
Puerto Rico. The Corporation officers of this concern 
are: President Harold L.; Vice-President, Gerald C., 
and Secretary and Treasurer, Burnell W. Hartlaub. 


CONEWAGO DAIRY 


For thirty-one years Conewago Dairy has played 
an active role in our growing community. 

From a one-horse drawn milk van operated by 
Robert Sneeringer through the streets of McSherrys- 
town, Conewago Dairy has grown to be the largest 
processor of dairy products in Adams County. 

In 1932, the dairy at Edge Grove was purchased 
by Ira E. Fuhrman who, with an eye to the future 
needs of the community started an expansion pro- 
gram. From the original frame structure near Cone- 
wago Chapel (from which our name was derived) he 


established service to the York Springs, New Oxford 
and Hanover areas. 

In 1947 the dairy was moved across from Delone 
High School. Here Conewago had the room to house 
the latest in dairy processing equipment and establish 
an ice cream manufacturing plant, catering to stores, 
restaurants, schools, churches and our own famous 
Ice Cream Bar. 

In 1958 service was extended to the Gettysburg 
area, which now operates three delivery trucks. 

Conewago Dairy provides work for more than 
thirty-two employees plus a direct income to over 
twenty-five farmers in Adams County. From these 
farms we derive a supply of rich whole milk which 
has become the backbone in establishing and maintain- 


ing our reputation. 


The latest innovation at the dairy is our introduction 
of Multi-Vitamin Milk. Each quart of Premium Multi- 
Vitamin Milk contains the minimum daily requirements 
of Vitamins A, Bl, B2, Niacin, Thiamine, Riboflavin 
and Vitamin D, plus Iron and lodine. 

1960 was a banner year at Conewago as we were 
awarded the U.S, Public Health Seal of Approval. 
This, along with a Pennsylvania and Maryland permit 
and constant laboratory control, assures our customers 
that when they buy Conewago Milk they are truly 
buying the finest in Health and Quality. 


MIDDLEBURG MFG. CO. 
L. GREIF & BRO. — DIVISION OF GENESCO INC. 





Middleburg Mfg. Co., located at the corner of Elm 
and Linden Avenues, manufactures one of the top lines 
of men’s clothing in the country. In this plant, trousers 
for suits and slacks, as well as vests, are made after 
which they are transferred to central shipping, located 
in Baltimore, for assembly with the coats that are 


manufactured in other branch plants throughout Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland and Virginia. 


This plant opened its doors in 1916, beginning with 
five operators. The total payroll for the first week 
was $91.66. The first area the plant occupied was 
the second and third floors of the building which now 
houses the Boiler Room. The first floor of this building 
was utilized at that time as a cigar factory. 


In 1916, the initial portion of the present day plant 
was erected on Elm Avenue and the plant facilities 
were moved into this building on Thanksgiving Day 
of that same year. This building was set up to house 
100 sewing machines which at that time were driven 
by line shafts. The first supervisors of this plant were 
two brothers, Jake and Morris Hackerman. In 1920, 
the next building on Maple Avenue was erected on 
the site where several homes previously stood. To 
permit expansion of this ever growing business, in 
1939 another addition fronting on Linden Ave. was 
built to increase the plant to its present size. 


From that initial payroll of $91.66, Middleburg has 
grown so that, at the present time, it employs about 
550 people and involved direct wages for its em- 
ployees for 1962 of over $1,600,000.00. To this figure 
can be added many thousands of dollars spent locally 
for services and maintenance of the plant. 


A considerable number of employees of this plant 
traditionally come from families in McSherrystown. 
A plant such as this, which has not closed its doors be- 
cause of layoffs or labor trouble, lends a steadying 
influence to the economy of the town. 


Prospects for the future look very good. As the 
population of the country increases each year, there 
will be an even greater demand for good quality 
clothing. Middleburg will continue to manufacture 
men’s trousers and vests in the high quality tradition. 
Steady employment for the present, and the possibility 
of expansion in the future, tend to give a bright out- 
look for our employees, and McSherrystown with its 
economic ties with Middleburg will continue to grow 
also. 


THE SHOE INDUSTRY 





The Shoe Industry in McSherrystown dates back to 
July 23, 1926 with the local Chamber of Commerce 
contacting various manufacturers in search of industry 
for the town. So that this plan could be accomplished 
Mr. and Mrs. F. X. Klunk donated a tract of land on 
the southwest corner of South and Fourth Streets. 





Due to the fact that the townspeople subscribed 
$25,000 for the erection of the building and equip- 
ment, the Borough relieved the owners from paying 
taxes for a period of ten years. 


The first company to occupy this weatherboard struc- 
ture was the Newark Shoe Company, Incorporated; 
under the laws of Maryland who from the erection of 
the building until July 1932 manufactured Mens’ 
Goodyear Welt Shoes. 


In August 1932 The Cannon Shoe Company of 
Baltimore, Maryland purchased the good will and 
fixtures to manufacture Bens’ Goodyear Welt Shoes. 
From early 1941 until 1945 the plant manufactured 
dress shoes and combat boots for both the Army and 
the Navy. In October 1948 the business was trans- 
ferred to New Oxford, Pennsylvania and Thurmont, 
Maryland. 


Early in 1949 Sylvania Shoe Manufacturing Corpora- 
tion which is owned and operated by Mr. Irving Pearl- 
stein and Mr. Sol Lantz, native New Yorkers, started 
negotiations for purchasing the property. This trans- 
action was completed on April 3, 1950 when with a 
minimum number of employees, the manufacturing of 
Juvenile Shoes was started and by the end of the 
month, the first shoes were shipped to Columbus, Ohio. 

The building, both interior and exterior, has since 
undergone extensive remodeling. The now encased 
brick building employs 550 people with a daily output 
of between 9,000 and 11,000 pairs with a payroll 
of approximately two million dollars annually. 

Sylvania’s pattern of continuous growth and expan- 
sion has acted as a booster for the economy of Mc- 
Sherrystown and the surrounding area. 

Sylvania Shoes are sold from Puerto Rico to Hawaii 
and are distributed primarily by major chain stores that 
operate in every one of the fifty states. 


STONE QUARRIES 


note 





This quarry is part of the belt of limestone which 
runs from the southeast section of Adams County 
from near Hanover, via Littlestown and almost to the 
Maryland state line. It was opened by Charles Domi- 
nick Smith around the 1880 to 1890 period. 

Conrad Cramer also operated quarries in this same 
area. He was the grandfather of Edna Keefer, Main 
Street. 





HEMLER’S TOP AND BODY SHOP 


Located at 428 Main Street (rear), McSherrystown, 
was organized on April 17, 1938 by John Hemler 
to repair wrecked cars, upholster and install glass and 
renew convertible tops. 


Mr. Hemler was well qualified to go into business 
as he had a wealth of experience in the car repair 
field. His first job was in 1921 when he went to work 
for Charles Hankle, rear of 362 North Street, Mc- 
Sherrystown, upholstering cars. Mr. Hankle moved his 
business to Hanover in 1927 where it was known as 
Hankle’s Top and Body Shop, located at 133% Broad- 
way, Hanover, Penna. Mr. Hemler continued to work 
for him until April 17, 1938 when he established his 
own business which employs three men. 


Quite a few changes have occurred in the car repair 
field since 1938. Paints have been developed to 
give a greater lustre, with a wide selection of colors. 
Originally there were about four or five colors to 
choose from. Today hundreds of combinations are 
used. 


Modern cars are harder to repair due to the lines 
of construction whereas the older cars were more of 
a straight lin design. Refinements together with new 
styling were added yearly to make today’s cars the 
finest in the world. 


Mr. Hemler has restored numerous antique cars, and 
he has said “It seems like starting all over in business 
again.” More people are having older cars restored 
today. 

A Stanley Steamer, vintage of 1911, was recently 
restored by Mr. Hemler and it gave him great pride 
and pleasure, since he never had the occasion to work 
on one of this make before. 


R & S GULF 





The R & S Gulf Service is located on the corner of 
Main Street and Oxford Avenue and is owned and 
operated by Frederick E. Rudisill. He has been the 
proprietor for the past three years. 

Ordinary services and minor repairs are extended. 

The station also carries a complete line of tires, 
tubes, batteries, fan belts, radiator hoses, and other 
accessories. 

The station is open daily from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
except on Sundays when it is open from 9 a.m. to 
8 p.m. 


MARTZ CYCLE CO. 





The average motorcycle shop reminds the casual 
observer of the old story of the poor farmer who 
couldn't hire any help because his place was “too big 
for one man and two small for two.” Many fringe 
operating dealers will always remain in a semi-starved 
condition unless they get their dreams off the drawing 
boards and into profitable operation. The problem 
then, if you you can’t hire anyone, is: Can | make a 
living alone? 


In McSherrystown is the shop of a one-man operator 
who has done so well with his efficient set-up that he 
could probably afford a moderate staff. However, 
Earl Martz arranged matters so neatly, he likes being 
alone. Not that Earl’s shop is ever deserted during 
the normal working day, but he makes his riders so 
comfortable in his lounge-like showroom they don’t 
mind being excluded from the shop when Martz has 
mechanical problems to solve. 


Getting up early and talking late is Earl’s joking 
reply as to how he gets so much done on his own. 
Despite a busy commercial life, Earl Martz gets some 
relaxation by keeping two racing machines alive and 
is active in the large local club (The Happy Ramblers 
M/C). 


He has been in the motorcycle game for about 
thirty-three years and obviously likes it very much. 


SMITH BROTHERS SERVICE STATION 
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In April, 1931, Robert P. Smith purchased the Pal- 
mer House and a tract of land; on the corner of the 
north side of Main Street, and the west side of 
Second Street, from Mrs. Ralph Palmer. The house was 
demolished and a Service station erected. 


Curtis A. Smith, who was the original operator, is 
now a partner with Karl J. Smith, trading as “Smith 
Brothers,” dealing in Humble-Esso products. 


HANOVER SHOE FARMS 


Sprawled over some 2,800 acres of the richest 
grazing land in the United States, Hanover Shoe Farms 
is like a lazy giant whose verdant pulse beats in 
rhythm with that of a huge national industry which 
last year fed more than $65,000,000 into the treasuries 
of states which permit pari-mutuel wagering on the 
trotters and pacers. 

Since 1926, horses bearing the “Hanover” name 
have written many of the most glorious chapters in 
harness racing history. Nor is the Hanover influence 
confined to the borders of this country. Hanover-bred 
horses have also achieved trophy-winning prominence 
in such countries as France, Italy, Germany, Sweden, 
Australia and New Zealand, and the Hanover reputa- 
tion has even penetrated the Iron Curtain as evidenced 
two years ago by the purchase of the stallions Bill 
Hanover and Lowe Hanover by the Russian govern- 
ment. 

Lawrence B. Sheppard, the brilliant businessman 
and sportsman, whose spacious home lies within a 
stone’s throw of the barn which houses his world 
famous stallions, describes the Hanover horses in this 
signature which is internationally known: 

“There Is No Better Buy Than a Hanover Yearling. 
There Are No Better Sires Than Hanover Sires.” 


From coast to coast, harness horsemen — owners, 
trainers, drivers, grooms — acknowledge and respect 
the basic truth of that simple declaration. 

What began as a hobby more than 35 years ago has 
now grown into the most famous harness horse breed- 
ing farm in the world. 


Not only is it the largest farm in the world from 
the standpoint of its equine occupants, number of 
foals produced each year and the number of yearlings 
sold and the prices commanded, but it also surpasses 
any other farm in the world as to the quality of its 
product. 


Of Hanover’s 2,800 acres, about 2,100 are located 
in the “main farm” area which basically straddles the 
Littlestown Pike between Hanover and Littlestown. 


Here are located the Hanover stallions, currently 
14 in number, and the Hanover brood mares and foals. 
The farm itself owns approximately 250 brood mares. 


In the course of a normal breeding season — from 
mid-February until late June — more than 600 mares 
are bred to the various Hanover stallions. The 350 
plus mares which are not owned by the farm belong 


_ to patrons who send their mares to Hanover to be bred 


to the famous stallions. The service fees for these 
stallions range from $500 to $5,000. 

















Stallions currently in service at Hanover are Hoot 
Mon, Hickory Smoke, Star’s Pride, Nibble Hanover, Tar 
Heel, Caleb, Sampson Hanover, Dancer Hanover, Bullet 
Hanover, Newport Dream, Torpid, Knight Dream, Titan 
Hanover and Scotch Victor. 

At the peak population period there are more than 
1,000 horses on the farm. These include stallions, 
brood mares, their new-born foals and yearling foals. 
The population reaches its highest point about June 
Ist and its lowest point in December. Rarely does 
the population fall below 700. 

In recent years the harness racing sport has grown 
so fast and the Hanover reputation has expanded so 
rapidly that it has been necessary to separate the 
yearling operation from the remainder of the farm. 

Thus, in 1961, Hanover purchased an additional 700 
acres in the Bonneauville area, and its entire yearling 
crop, along with a number of yearlings owned by 
Hanover customers, are raised there. 

Hanover Shoe Farms was established in 1926 by 
Lawrence B. Sheppard, the current owner, his father, 
the late H. D. Sheppard, and their business partner 
in shoe manufacturing and horse racing enterprises, 
the late C. N. Myers. 

The Hanover sportsmen had always raced a few 
horses, but they first captured national attention when 
they purchased all of the breeding stock of the A. B. 
Coxe Farm at Paoli when that dispersal was held in 
1926. 

The basic business of Hanover Shoe Farms is selling 
yearlings. Each year the entire Hanover yearling crop, 
with the exception of a few fillies which are retained 
as brood mare replacements, is offered at public 
auction at Harrisburg, Pa. 

The most recent Hanover yearling sale, conducted 
in November of 1962, saw 117 head pass through 
the sales ring for $1,080,200. The average price was 
$9,232. 

Hanover also holds the record for having sold the 
highest priced yearling of all time. In 1958 a syndi- 
cate headed by the well-known trainer-driver Stanley 
Dancer, purchased Dancer Hanover, a yearling by 
Adios-The Old Maid, for $105,000. 

Later, Hanover re-purchased the horse for $200,000 
and he is currently a member of the Hanover stallion 
roster. 

Yearlings by the great sire Adios annually feature 
the Hanover sale. In 1955, Mr. Sheppard purchased 
Adios for $500,000, at that time the highest price ever 
paid for a harness horse. Mr. Sheppard later sold 
one-third interest in the horse to fellow Pennsylvania 
breeders Del Miller and Max Hempt, and permitted 
the horse to remain in service at Miller’s Meadow Lands 
Farm near Pittsburgh. 

Buying top horses for top prices has been one of 
Mr. Sheppard’s long suits and is one of the reasons 
that he has always been able to maintain Hanover’s 
standing as the leading stock farm in the country. 

In 1949, Mr. Sheppard paid $100,000 for Nibble 
Hanover. It was then the highest price paid for a 
harness horse in the 20th century. 

In 1951, during five feverish minutes at the auction 
ring dispersal of the W. N. Reynolds Stable, Mr. 
Sheppard paid $125,000 for Tar Heel and $100,000 
for Solicitor, again establishing a new record. Both 
horses were 3-year-olds at the time and Tar Heel 
subsequently went on to great fame as a sire. 


He is presently in service at the farm and commands 
a service fee of $3,500, with bookings to him made 
years in advance. 

National harness racing figures are spectacular. In 
1962, for instance, 19,000 horses raced for $35,427,- 
000 in race money. Of that amount, $6,122,000, or 
about 16%, was won by the get of Hanover stallions. 
That figure is far beyond the normal expectancy of 
Hanover-sired horses on a percentage basis, and tends 
to emphasize why Hanover continues to command the 
national harness racing spotlight. 

In a sport which last year drew 16,665,000 fans to 
pari-mutuel tracks and another 10,000,000 to county 
fairs, and which saw those fans wager $928,000,000, 
the name Hanover was and will be for many years 
“The Greatest Name in Harness Racing.” 


TOPPER’S BARBERSHOP 


Felix V. Topper, Sr., purchased this property in 
1900, for $1,000. He opened a barbershop containing 
four chairs, after having learned the barber trade from 
his Uncle John W. Bishop, who had operated a barber- 
shop where the Clingan property now stands at 505 
Main Street. For over forty years Felix V. Topper kept 
the shop in operation. Followed by his sons, P. I. 





Rube’s Barber Shop 
Standing left: F. V. Topper, Sr. 


Topper, Felix V. Topper, Jr., and Edward Topper. The 
latter assumed charge in 1940, purchased the shop in 
1950 and continues to operate it at present. 





L. to R: Stephen Rudisill, Robert Rudisill, Paul Kaehler, 
Omer Rickrode, Edward Topper, Cyril Ackerman, Don- 
ald E. Kinneman. 


During the early days of the shop, many customers 
had their own shaving mugs, and over one hundred 
of these mugs are still on display in the barbershop. 
Each mug indicated the trade or profession of the man 
who owned it, with a painted illustration on the mug. 
Many old straight razors can be seen hanging here 
also, among them are some brought from Europe by 
the immigrants who settled here. 

During the past twelve years, 17 barbers have 
worked with Edward Topper. He has taught nine of 
them the trade, including Paul M. Kaehler who is now 
a partner in the business, and at present, Nelson 
Topper, Jr., is steadily employed. 

Now located on land previously owned by Conrad 
Cramer, who was one of the few men who settled 
in this area in the late eighteenth century. Mr. Cramer 
sold the lot of ground, as it remains today, to Henry 
Poist for $150. In 1884 the land was again sold to 
Henry and Victoria Poist, who built the present build- 
ing in 1886. 


DAN’S BARBER SHOP 


The original owner was Clarence Smith. Mr. Smith 
learned the business at the age of thirteen, in Lan- 
caster, Pa. At the age of sixteen he was a full-fledged 
barber. His first shop in McSherrystown was at the 
old Johnny Busbey property on Main Street, next to 
Felix Ackerman’s. 





. . and Barber! 


Later he moved to the present location, at 218 
Main Street, however, the shop was located over the 
present shop, in the living room. This was about 1902. 
Later he moved the shop to the basement, where it is 
at present. Clarence Smith barbered for 57 years 
and retired when he was 70 years old. His first helper 
was Curt Little, then Ed Rang and later Ed Willet. 
Helping later were his sons, Liberatus, Claver, Justin 
and Herman. 


After Smith’s retirement the shop was vacant for 
several years, except for a few months, when it was 
operated by an unknown barber. 





Daniel Greenholt and father Harold J. Greenholt 


On December 13, 1955 the shop was reopened by 
Daniel E. Greenholt. It is now known as Dan’s Barber 
Shop. He started at the age of fourteen, and was 
licensed at seventeen, having been taught by Cyril 
F. Waver. 


Dan opened the shop at the age of eighteen, and 
was assisted by his brother Robert. At the present he 
is assisted by his father Harold. The present shop is 
still using some of the old equipment such as the cash 
register, which was built for C. Smith in 1910. 


ADAMS COUNTY NATIONAL BANK 
McSHERRYSTOWN, PENNA. 





Shortly after nineteen-hundred the first bank in 
McSherrystown was opened for business. It was then 
known as the Farmers’ Bank of McSherrystown. It was 
opened March 2, 1903, with the following men con- 
stituting the first Board of Directors: Pres., C. D. 
Smith; Vice-Pres., George Y. Hemler; Secy., John H. 
Menges and Cashier, Henry M. Rudisill. 

No one thing has so much to do with the progress 
and prosperity of a growing town as a banking insti- 
tution conducted upon progressive yet conservative 
lines. Such a concern is the Farmers Bank of McSherrys- 
town, now known as the Adams County National Bank 
of McSherrystown, which has within the past sixty 


years of its existence built up a clientele among the 
best element of this section, and is recognized as 
among the strongest and best managed of the smaller 
banks of the state. Its patrons come from all ranks of 
the people — from the children with their small sav- 
ings, from the merchant and from the manufacturer. 


There are many residents of McSherrystown who will 
always associate our bank with Howard Reigle, Irene 
Miller, Stella Poist and Preston Smith. As these four 
former members had been associated with this bank 
as long or longer than any known employees. 


The present office personnel consists of: Victor L. 
Reynolds, Branch Manager and Assistant Vice-Pres.; 
Madge L. Groft, Mae A. Wierman, M. Jeanette Devine, 
Elsie B. Study, Stanley E. Mummert and Irl A. Smith, 
as tellers. 


FEE’S CUT RATE 





The store was known as Fee’s Snack Bar, at which 
time only food was served. It was established by the 
late F. V. Topper, Jr., in October, 1951. 


A few years later it was converted and enlarged 
to a Cut Rate Store, and the sale of food was dis- 
continued. 


The Cut Rate featured patented sundries, jewelry, 
hair care items, toiletries, film and cameras. The 
fountain was maintained for sodas, sundaes, and soft 


drinks. 


Before very long, another addition was made to 
accommodate toys, ceramics, gift items and baby 
supplies. 


Fee continued in this business until his death in 
August, 1958. At this time Eileen Topper, his sister, 
assumed the duties of owner and manager. In June, 
1959, Earl J. Toper, another family member, became 
part owner and manager, which position he continues 
to hold. Miss Eileen M. Topper has been associated 
with the business since 1953 and Mrs. Paul W. Reese 
(Chick), has been employed for seven and one-half 
years. 


Earl graduated from Central Catholic High School in 
1934. Following this he attended Prowell’s Business 
College in York. Starting in 1936, he worked at The 
Evening Sun until he enlisted in the U.S. Army in June, 


1941. He was honorably discharged in December, 
1945, with the rank of Captain, having been in com- 
mand of a Batallion Headquarters Tank Company, 
which saw combat duty in France, Germany and 
Austria. 


In January, 1946, he became associated with Allied 
Mills, Inc., Chicago, Ill., and held the position of 
Supervisor of Stores and Sales Manager for the territory 
of Virginia and West Virginia. This was comprised of 
seven stores and twenty salesmen. He remained with 
this organization until he returned home in 1959. 

In 1942, Earl married Miss Ruth A. Wallace, Han- 
over. They have two sons, David Lee, at present with 
the U.S. Marines, and Earl Joseph, Jr., a student at 
Delone Catholic H. S. 


P, I. TOPPER INSURANCE AGENCY 





The P. Il. Topper Insurance Agency was opened in 
1931 by P. I. Topper, son of the late F. V. Topper, Sr., 
and Annie Neiderer Topper. He graduated from Cen- 
tral Catholic High School in McSherrystown in 1927. 
He then entered the Maryland Casualty Insurance 
School in Baltimore, Maryland, and was graduated from 
that institution in 1931. 


The agency was originally opened in an office in 
the home of the late F. V. Topper, Sr., at 433 Main 
Street. It was equipped to handle all forms of in- 
surance, bonds and real estate. Mr. Topper was mar- 
ried July 25, 1942, to Miss A. Ruth Lady, of Gettys- 
burg, Pa. They purchased the house at 422 Main 
Street, the present location of the business, from the 
late Curtis Topper, and moved to that location on 
October 10, 1942. At this time Mrs. Topper became 
active in the business, in the capacity of secretary. 


In January, 1943, P. |. Topper was inducted into the 
Army and during his absence Mrs. Topper conducted 
the business. In September, 1943, he was honorably 
discharged as a Staff Sergeant, and resumed his in- 
surance and real estate business. 


The agency was conducted in one room at 422 Main 
Street until 1950, when renovations were begun on 
the house, and an office building was added. The 
business was moved in December, 1950. 


The agency was conducted until January, 1960, 
when an additional office space was built, and added 
to the original building. This new addition now con- 
sists of three modern office rooms. 


On February 1, 1960, Nelson J. Topper became a 
solicitor for the agency and is still employed by 
the firm. 


CHARLES A. SMITH 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


HARRY F. WALTER 





The Charles A. Smith Insurance office was estab- 
lished March 2, 1946. The Smith Agency represents 
the following companies: United States Fidelity and 
Guaranty Insurance Company; American Central In- 
surance Company; Bankers and Shippers Insurance 
Company; Ohio Casualty Insurance Company; West 
American Insurance Company, and _ Pennsylvania 
Threshermen and Farmers’ Mutual Insurance Company. 


From April 1, 1952 to January 1, 1961, Best Agency, 
Incorporated, also conducted their business from Smith 
Agency. During that period, performing the agency 
work, were four full time employees and two part 
time employees, and thousands of policies were typed 
at various policy typists’ homes on piece work basis. 


Mr. Smith still serves as Vice President of Best 
Agency, Incorporated, however, that operation is no 
longer conducted from Smith Agency. 


Mrs. Shirley Staub conducts a Notary Public service 
from the Smith’s Insurance Agency, and the owner is 
listed as a Real Estate Broker. 


Charles A. Smith is currently serving as Vice Presi- 
dent of the following insurance organizations: 


Best Agency, Incorporated, 1733 Cresent Road, 
York, Pennsylvania. 


Forward Agency, Incorporated, Forbes Annex, Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 


Agency Insurance Management, Incorporated, Fen- 
ton Place, North Carolina. 


Bankers Insurance Agency, Grandview Terrance, 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 


Production Manager of Bankers Insurance Company 
of Pennsylvania, Grandview Terrance, Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


Bankers Mutual Insurance Company, Grandview 
Terrance, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 


Mr. Smith is also licensed as a Special Agent for 
Bankers Insurance Company of Pennsylvania, in the 
state of North Carolina. 


He also holds an Insurance Broker’s License for the 
states of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Louisiana. 


Harry F. Walter, who operates the Walter Funeral 
Home on Ridge Avenue, is a 1937 graduate of Centrai 
Catholic High School, McSherrystown, Pa. 


After graduation from Eckels College of Embalming, 
Philadelphia, he served a two year apprenticeship 
with the Long Funeral Home, Hanover, Pa. Upon 
the completion of this term, he re-entered Eckels 
College for a refresher course in preparation for the 
State Board Examination in Philadelphia, December 
1940. Having successfully passed the examination, he 
was awarded his license to practice as a Funeral 
Director. 


Marriage, service with the Army Air Force, and four- 
teen years employment in Baltimore, Maryland finally 
brought about a decision to locate in McSherrystown. 


In May of 1953 the northeast corner of Ridge 
Avenue at Fifth Street was purchased. The funeral 
home was built by Harry’s father, Harry C. F. Walter, 
wha at that time was engaged in the construction 
business. The building was completed and on the 
sixteenth of October the public was invited to inspect 
the facilities of the establishment. 


After four years of business, he decided additional 
space was necessary, and in September of 1957 a 
new wing was added to the northeast side, nearly 
doubling the size of the original building. 


The personnel comprises a full time staff of three, 
with two part time employees. 


Harry F. Walter was born in Hanover, Penna., July 
26, 1919. His parents were Harry C. F. Walter, Han- 
over and Pauline E. Barnes of McSherrystown. 


He was educated at St. Joseph’s Parochial School, 
Hanover; Central Catholic High School, McSherrystown, 
graduating in 1937. 


He married Dolores C. Lawrence, daughter of Ray- 
mond and Iva Martin Lawrence. Their children are: 
Harry L., age 20, presently attending Villanova Univer- 
sity, Philadelphia; Judith A., age 19, student nurse at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital, Lancaster; and Karen E., age 13, 
student at Annunciation Grade School. 














YEALY STORE 





sata 


In 1932, Mrs. Marguerite F. Yealy, wife of William 
A. Yealy, opened a store in their home at 332 Main 
St., McSherrystown, Pa. 

Their family consists of six children; Marguerite F., 
now Mrs. George Bair; Charles W. (deceased); Geral- 
dine E., now Mrs. Robert Brodbeck; Loretta M., now 
Mrs. Hugh Mull; William A. and Richard J.; all of 
whom helped in the store as it continued to grow 
through the ensuing years. 

The original store was one-fourth the size of the 
present establishment and started with approximately 
five dollars worth of merchandise, which consisted 
mostly of green groceries and canned goods. 

After several years the store was enlarged to its 
present size and at that time included a soda fountain 
and booths for the serving of meals which later had 
to be discontinued during the early war years. 

From this time on it contained patent remedies, 
canned goods, green groceries, cold meats, frozen 
foods, stationery, greeting cards, magazines and many 
other items. 

Mrs. Yealy continued to operate the store until 
December 31, 1959 when she retired because of ill- 
ness. She passed away on August 12, 1960. 

Since that time the store has continued under the 
guidance of Richard J. Yealy and Marguerite F. Bair 
and her daughters. 


F. E. KLUNK 





Francis E. Klunk was born August 5, 1915, in Cen- 
tennial, Adams County, Pennsylvania. His parents, 
Edward and Katherine Gebhart Klunk. Edward died 
in 1919 after an attack of influenza and his wife died 
in 1927, 


Francis attended St. Charles School at Mt. Rock, and 
after the death of his parents he was sent to Paradise 
Protectory, Abbottstown. He started to work in a shoe 
factory at the age of thirteen. He later became in- 
terested in electricity and at the age of seventeen, 
pursued a course of study through the International 
Correspondence School at Scranton, Pa., and at the 
Cook School in Chicago, Illinois. 


On June 19, 1937 he married Pauline Helen Oaster 
and they were blessed with these four children: 
Thomas F. (deceased 1957), Jeffery J., Pamela A., 
Nicholas A. 


Francis started his electrical business in Hanover in 
1939 and moved to his present location at the corner 
of North and Fifth Sts., in 1944. His staff consists of 
seven employees. 


WILLIAM HENRY (WEE WILLIE) SHERDEL 





William H. (Wee Willie) Sherdel, one-time king - of 
National League pitchers, was honored January 31, 
1962 in St. Louis as one of baseball’s greats, past, 
present and future. 


The little left-hander from McSherrystown, who 
broke into organized baseball in 1915 with the Han- 
over Raiders in the Blue Ridge League, was presented 
with the Brian Burnes Nostalgia Award, given an- 
nually to the old timer whose feats have gone down 
in St. Louis baseball history. 


Bill flew to St. Louis with his son and was on the 
podium to receive the award at a sports banquet 
staged by the baseball writers of the Missouri city. 
Also honored were: 


Elston Howard, New York Yankee catcher and out- 
fielder, who was recognized as St. Louis’ Baseball Man 
of the Year. 


Larry Jackson for “the comeback of the year.” 
Leroy Thomas, rookie of the year. 


Red Schoendienst and Bill DeWitt for meritorious 
service to baseball. 

Dick Weber, bowler, as top St. Louis athlete in 
sports other than baseball during 1961. 

The 66-year-old Bill Sherdel might well have been 
given recognition for courage also. He had made a 
splendid comeback after undergoing a leg amputation 
about a year ago. His spirit unbroken, he enjoys read- 
ing, taking walks, watching television and following 
the doings of his St. Louis Cardinals. 

“Once a National Leaguer, always a _ National 
Leaguer, and once a Cardinal, always a Cardinal,” 
Wee Willie explains. 

After 14 seasons in the uniform of the Red Birds, 
it isn’t surprising. 

Sherdell spent two summers in Class D baseball, 
pitching for the Raiders in 1915 and 1916, and two 
seasons in Double-A ball as a member of the Milwavu- 
kee Brewers in 1916 and 1917. 

From 1918 to 1930, Bill was a member of the 
Cardinal pitching staff. He helped them win the 
pennant in 1926 and again in 1928. 

Sherdel was traded to the Boston Braves with 
pitcher Fred Frankhouse for pitcher Burleigh Grimes 
on June 16, 1930. He remained with Boston through 
1931. Leaving the Braves in May, 1932, Bill returned 
to the Cardinals. Later that year, his last season in 
organized baseball, he was with Rochester of the 
International League. 

The little left-hander, who was reported to have 
three pitching speeds — slow, slower and slowest — 
won 153 games for the Cardinals while losing 131. 
He was the National League’s leading pitcher in 1928 
when he won 21 and lost only 10. 

In Boston, Bill won 12, lost 15. When he returned 
to the Cards in 1932, he wasn’t involved in any 
decisions while there. 

In World Series action, Wee Willie was charged 
with four losses, dropping a pair to the Yanks in 
1926, and again in 1928. 

Herb Pennock proved Bill’s nemesis in 1926, beating 
him 2-1 in a brilliant mound duel in the opener, and 
3-2 in 10 innings in the fifth game. The Cardinals 
went on to win the classic in seven games with Grover 
Cleveland Alexander pulling his famed game-saving 
feat in the deciding battle. 

The Yanks, with Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig and other 
diamond greats, took the 1928 series in four games. 
Waite Hoyt beat Wee Willie in the opener, 4-1, when 
Bob Meusel hit for the circuit. Hoyt again bested 
Bill in the fourth game, Ruth clouting three homers, 
Cedric Durst and Lou Gehrig one each. The score was 
7-3. 

But despite his misfortune in World Series action, 
the award given Wee Willie Sherdel in St. Louis is 


well-deserved. He has gone down in baseball history 
as one of the St. Louis Cardinals’ all time pitching 
greats. 

As far as the citizens in McSherrystown and vicinity 
are concerned, Wee Willie Sherdel and baseball will 
always be synonymous. Every spring and summer 
one will be able to look forward to hearing the tales 
of Wee Willie, as they will be told to the newcomers 
of baseball in this area. 


WEE WILLIE . . . TO GRANDDAUGHTER 
PATRICIA SHERDEL 


This is the story of Bill (Wee Willie) Sherdel. | know 
him better as Grandpa. Since it is his story, the in- 
formation for these pages came from him. | started by 
asking where his mother and father were born. He 
didn’t see why | had to go back that far, but replied 
that one of them was born in Vienna, and one in 
Austria-Hungary. “You'll have to take a guess about 
which one was born where,” he said. “I just don’t 
remember.” 

He continued, and | could see that some dark cor- 
ners of his memory were getting dusted. “I guess it 
was about 80 years ago — or close to it — that a group 
of folks came over from the old country. The boat 
pulled in at New York, so that’s where we got mar- 
ried. Later, they moved to Hanover. There were four 
children in our family. My brother Fred (now deceased), 
lived in New York most of his life. Two sisters, Ther- 
esa and Ruth, live in Gettysburg. | was between the 
two girls.” 

“When did your interest in baseball start?” 

“| guess it started in the days | played dung-ball 
with the fellows when | was going to Midway School. 
(Later, to Bunker High School). We played in the 
streets, dung yards, and fields. There were no baseball 
diamonds in those days, little girl.” 

“Do you remember the first team you played for?” 

“Yep. The West End Sluggers on High Street.” 

“Who were some of the other fellows on the team?” 


He laughed as he said, “Guy Goodfellow for one.” 
(Mr. Goodfellow now manages a credit office in Han- 
over.) “Let’s see, there were Staubs and Hildebridles 
. . . lots more.” 


“Where did you play when you finished with the 
West End Sluggers?” 

“Well, | played for a team called the Hanover High 
Outlaws, with the Gitts and O’Neills, etc. They got 
thrown out, so | decided to join ‘em. After that, | 
played for the Hanover Town Team. Claude Sheaffer 
was manager then, and | got paid $1.00 a game.” 

“How old were you, Gramps?” 

“| guess | was about 18 then.” 

“How long did you stay with the Town Team?” 

“Only a year, and then the Blue Ridge League or- 
ganized. That was in 1915. There were six teams in 
the league.” 

“Do you remember the names?” Before | could 
blink my eyes, he had all six teams out. “Hold on!” 

He spoke slower. “It was Hanover, Gettysburg, 
Martinsburg, Frederick, Chambersburg, and Hagers- 
town.” 

“They wouldn't let me pitch because | was too small, 
but the next year they had to let me pitch because they 
didn't have anybody else.” 











“Did you play any other position?” 

“I sure did. Any position you could name. Wher- 
ever they needed a genius, they put me.” 

“You know what they say about self praise Gramps.” 


“Yes, | know. But you be sure to tell them that as 
a PITCHER, | batted .368 . . . and put a couple lines 
under that!” 

Dad (Bill, Jr.) laughed out in the kitchen. (By the 
way, as a pitcher in the same league, he won 15 and 
lost only 3.) 

“Continue please.” 

“Well, in 1916, | went to the Milwaukee Brewers 
of the American Association for one year. Then we 
got sold like slaves to the St. Louis Cardinals where | 
met the shrewdest man in baseball — Branch Rickey. 
We were a tail-end ball club for seven years, but in 
1926. we won the World Series from the Yankees. 
Too bad we lost it in ‘28.” 

May | interrupt here to say that in 1926, Gramps 
was chosen as the Most Valuable Pitcher in the National 
League. (He’s much too modest to say that.) 


“What were some of the biggest thrills you had 
when you first went with the Cardinals?” 

“As far as I’m concerned, | met the greatest right 
hand hitter in the world. You read of his death in the 
paper not too long ago. Rogers Hornsby. He was the 
greatest.” 

“Who were some of the others?” 

“There was Jim Bottomly, Chick Hafey, Bob O’Farrel, 
Billy Southworth, Jimmy Wilson and Grover Cleveland 
Alexander. Oh, can’t forget Jess Haynes. My greatest 
thrill, though, was pitching against Babe Ruth. It was 
a great honor.” 


“When, in your career, did you get married?” 

“| married your Grandma (Marguerite Ethel Straus- 
baugh) in 1919. It fook quite a while though. !'ll 
never forget the time | had getting up those steps.” 

“What steps?” 

“There were 7 steps leading up to the rectory. It 
took a long time until | made it to the top. Those 
were the toughest stairs | ever climbed, but when that 
knot was tied, we didn’t have any regrets.” 


| had to ask Grandma’s middle name, and got 
more than | bargained for when the answer came. 

“She was Marguerite Ethel Strausbaugh, daughter 
of the one and only Jimmer Strausbaugh. Her mother, 
Jennie, died the year | met “Babe.” Wish I'd have 
known her though. Everyone said she was a won- 
derful woman.” 

“On August 30, 1920, we had our first child, your 
Aunt Patsy, and two years later on August 27, 1922, 
your dad arrived. Both of the kids traveled with us 
when we moved from city to city with the club.” 

“When did you come back to McSherrystown to 
stay?” 

“After being with the Boston Braves, and going to 
Rochester for a sore arm, (he ended up working out 
for them) | went back to the Cards for a few months 
and was released in 1932. We came back here in 
that same year.” 

"Did you ever come home while you were still 
playing?” 

“Yes, and was that a night!” ‘Rube’ Topper had 
promised to meet us at York, but when we got in 
nobody was there. We started home, and when we 


got there, it seemed kind of strange. All the lights 
in the town were out. There wasn’t a soul around .. . 
until . . . we got to our house. All of a sudden, there 
were people yelling, and bands playing, and lights 
all over the place. Then, Rube got up and made a 
nice speech and presented me with a watch, which | 
still have. All | could do was stand there. | guess 
| was pretty choked up. It was a Sunday night in 1926, 
right after we won the Series. I'll never forget it.” 

“Do you have any real souvenirs from those days?” 

“| have lots of souvenirs, but there is one special 
one. That’s the diamond ring that was presented to 
me by Charles Lindbergh right after he made his 
flight. We had a Lindy Day at the ball park, and they 
gave him a basket with all the rings in it. One by 
one, he called us out to home plate and gave us the 
rings. Then he shook hands with us. That was a real 
honor.” 

“What did you do after you came home to stay?” 

“Made home brew!’ a voice from the kitchen chided. 
That was Mary Dougherty, a treasured friend and 
adopted member of the Sherdel family for many 
long years. 

“Now Mary, you were in on that too... you carried 
the bottles,” he replied. “What | really did was open 
a restaurant on the Collonade Hill. We had it there for 
four years, then moved it back to the house for 
three more years.” 

“Well, | guess we better end this interview soon. 
How about the ending?” 

| guess to end family matters, you can say that we 
lost your Grandma in November of ‘55. Patsy died 
in January of 1943. That leaves your Daddy (who 
married my mom, Amy Moore”), and the seven 
grandchildren: You (Pat), Elaine, Larry, Bob, John, 
Judy, and little Teresa.” 

“| know you had a recent thrill as far as baseball 
is concerned. Tell me about it.” 

“You must be talking about last January 31, 1962. 
| was invited to a baseball players’ banquet in St. 
Louis to receive the Robert Burns’ Nostalgia Award, 
given to the old timer of the year. Your Dad and | 
went out together. | think it was more of a thrill 
going back than it was playing out there while the 
Cards were No. 1.” 

“Anything else?” 

“Il guess that’s about it in a nutshell. Yessir, it was 
a pretty good life.” 


FROM THE EVENING SUN, OCTOBER 17, 1927 
(Game was played October 16, Sunday) 


GAME FOR HOSPITAL ENJOYED BY 2,500 


Bill Sherdel Fans Hack Wilson Twice 
During Benefit Fray 


Played at McSherrystown——Hanover Team Loses 


Favored with the finest kind of October weather, 
a throng of about 2,500 fans turned out for the hos- 
pital benefit baseball game at McSherrystown yester- 
day, with the result that contributions amounting to 
around $1,200 were received, to be divided equally 
between the Hanover General Hospital, this place, and 
the Anie M. Warner Hospital, Gettysburg. 

McSherrystown’s Championship team, strengthened 
by the fine work of Bill Sherdel, his fellow St. Louis 
Cardinal, Lester Bell, and Clif Heathcote, former Car- 


dinal and now a member of the Chicago Cubs, won 
the game, 5 to 1, from Buck Ramsey’s pick-up team, 
which included Hack Wilson, former Blue Ridger and 
slugging outfielder of the Chicago Cubs; Lefty George, 
veteran York hurler; Buck Elliott, former Raider; Frank 
Roscoe and Charley Brown, of the 1927 Raiders, and 
other lesser lights of the diamond. 


SHERDEL FANS WILSON TWICE 


Outstanding among the many features of the con- 
test was the little duel between Bill Sherdel, he of 
slow-ball fame, and two National Leaguers, who have 


faced each other in actual championship play on oc- | 


casions during the past several seasons, grinned their 
ways through the game, with “Wee Willie’ bearing the 
victor’s grin at the end. 


With the warning that Wilson intended to make 
him be the victim of a home-run onslaught, the Car- 
dinal southpaw bore down hard when Hack stepped 
to the plate, and the first time these two met, the 
batter went down on strikes. With the fans pulling 
hard for a circuit blow, Wilson, apparently intent upon 
avenging his strike-out of the first inning, went to the 
plate in the third frame, but again he walked back 
to the pit after the umpire had pronounced the batter 
out on strikes. In the sixth inning these two famous 
sons of the Blue Ridge League again met, and this 
time the Chicago Cub swung lustily, but again Sher- 
del’s slow ones were fooling him, and the best he 
nae do was to pop the ball high into short right 
ield. 


HANOVER SCORES FIRST 


The game itself was a pretty battle for six innings, 
at the end of which time the score stood all knotted 
up at 1 to 1. Hanover’s crew has scored in the opening 
frame on three hits. Buck Elliott had opened the game 
by fanning on Sherdel’s tosses, and Sammy Crane, 
former Cincinnati infielder and more recently an In- 
ternational League player, singled with a pretty drive 
into left field. Frank Roscoe followed with a drive into 
right for one base, After Wilson fanned, Benny Kline, 
a former Hanover player, drove into deep left field 
for a double, Crane scoring. Roscoe was well ahead 
of the ball and might have scored had he not slipped 
in going around third base. Harry Loss, one of Han- 
over’s all-around athletes, fanned to end the inning. 


McSherrystown tied the count in the latter half of 
the inning, Heathcote singling to left field, going to 
second on Kline’s error at first base, advancing to third 
on Dixon’s passed ball and crossing the plate when 
Crane booted Lester Bell’s grounder. 

Neither team scored again until the seventh inning, 
when two bases on balls, a single, a sacrifice and a 
wild pitch, netted McSherrystown two counters. Two 
more were scored by the winners in the eighth on a 
pair of singles, a base on balls and a wild pitch by 
Brown. 


SHERDEL PITCHES SEVEN INNINGS 


Bill Sherdel retired from the game after performing 
well for seven innings. Lefty George left the game 
at the end of the sixth inning. Both of these southpaws 
had pitched great games, with Sherdel, the younger; 
having perhaps an edge over his older opponent. 
Lefty Bill, besides holding the Hanover squad to five 
hits, fanned nine players. 


LOYAL ORDER OF MOOSE — #720 





The Moose organization, #720, McSherrystown, Pa., 
is one of the oldest Civic organizations in town. The 
charter was adopted October 3, 1916. 


The initial officers were: Director General, James J. 


Davis; Secretary, Malcolm Giles; Dictator, Sebastian 


Weaver; Financial Secretary, Edward F. Poist; the mem- 
bership consisted of fifty-four men. Their first home 


was in the Colgan building on Main Street, where they | 


had club rooms only. 


Due to the need of a larger area and the desire to 
own their own home, it was decided to purchase the 


Columbus Hotel, located next to Topper’s Barber Shop | 


on Main Street. This building provided sufficient space 
for club rooms, entertainment rooms and also made it 


possible for the organization to accommodate wedding | 
receptions, dances and other forms of social activities. © 


They have always strived to be an organization for the 
community by taking an interest in church and school 
activities. Many of their members were active in the 


Voluntary Fire Company, Town Council and other local | 


offices. With this interest the membership increased 
to one-hundred and eighty-five by 1925. 


The principles set up by the senior members are 
continued in many forms today. Through the efforts 
of Clair Small, they were granted permission to pur- 
chase land and erect a new building, to improve 
their Home activities and to give their members some- 


thing of which to be proud. This resulted in the — 


purchase of land from Louis Eline at 516 South Street, 
next to Delone Catholic High School property and the 
construction of the present building, which houses the 
following: modern club facilities, kitchen, dining room 
(Flamingo Room) and T.V. Room. This enabled the 


organization to increase their membership to eight- — 


hundred and seventy-three. 


In 1951, Richard R. Weaver was elected and ap- — 
pointed permanently, by Loyal Order of Moose, to be © 


secretary of the lodge and secretary and manager of 


club activities. To date the club is completely free — 


of debt. 
The L.O.O.M. #720 organization continues to take 


a major interest in its members and community. Each — 
year they sponsor a Little League baseball team, hold — 
a Christmas party for the children, support other — 
athletic programs, and care for needy families. They — 


are proud of their bowling team. 


This organization also boasts a fine Women’s Aux- | 
iliary, headed by Mrs. Jeune Weller, Senior Regent, — 


and Mrs. Bernadine Storm, Recorder. 





i 











KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL #2551 





The fraternal order of Catholic men was instituted 
in McSherrystown on October 12, 1924. The first 
charter showed the names of 100 Catholic men living 
in McSherrystown and the surrounding Conewago 
valley area. The order has prospered and been a fine 
example to the community. At present the member- 
ship is three hundred and sixty-nine. 

The first Grand Knight of the order was Mr. Frank 
X. Colgan, who served from 1924 to 1926. Other 
men who have served as head of the order are as 
follows: 

Albert E. Weaver, 1927; George Hemlem (deceased) 
1929; Albert Weaver, 1931; Earl Krepps, 1932; Hugh 
E. Topper (deceased) 1934; Ray P. Hemler, 1936; Rob- 
ert Brady, 1938; Bernard |. Noel, 1939 to 1947; Fran- 
cis Yantis, 1948; Bernard |. Noel, 1953 to 1962; and 
F. Joseph Sneeringer, 1962. 

The council has been serviced by the same Financial 
Secretary since the council was instituted in 1924. 
In October 1962 Mr. I. M. Staub, completed 38 years 
in this post. 

The headquarters of the orders were first established 
in the basement of St. Mary’s school, in 1924. In 1932, 
the first order started to build what is now the present 
home on Main Street. In 1933, they moved into the 
new home, and it was and still is acclaimed the finest 
Knights of Columbus home in the state of Pennsyl- 
vania. This home has served the community as housing 
for many Civic, Fraternal, and Educational affairs. The 
building served its greatest use when it was used 
as a school following the destroying of Central Catholic 
High and St. Mary’s grade schools, until the new grade 
school and Delone Catholic High were built. 

The Knights of Columbus has been a great donor 
to our. community, our schools and our churches. 


THE McSHERRYSTOWN HOME ASSOCIATION 


The McSherrystown Home Association at 369 North 
St., was incorporated January 9, 1919. The directors 
were: A. C. Rice, C. F. Smith, Peter F. Smith, C. E. 
Miller, and Paul Hoffeins. 





Former home of C. F. Smith 


CONEWAGO LIONS INTERNATIONAL 





During the month of March, 1950 the Rev. Held, of 
the Gettysburg Lions Club, contacted the late Rev. 
Howard Bock, pastor of St. Paul’s, and Dr. Gerald 
Krepps about the feasability of forming a Lions Club 
in the community. These two men, after canvassing 
the interested parties of the area, called a meting in 
May, 1950 at the home of Loyola |. Keffer. 


It was decided that enough interest was apparent 
and we should go ahead with the plans. District 
Governor Garman gave the go ahead from Lions 
International and Rev. Held told us we had the New 
Oxford Lions as our sponsor. The official charter 
presentation was held June 1950. Of the original 
24 charter members, B. C. Schuchart and G. W. Krepps 
are still active. 





Charter Night — June 1950 at Cross Keys Hotel 
L. to R.: Rev. Held, Deputy District Governor; Mr. Gar- 
man, District Governor; Dr. G. W. Krepps, Charter 
President of Conewago Club; Mr. Fred Klunk, Presi- 
dent of New Oxford Club. 


Charter Officers were: President, Dr. G. W. Krepps; 
lst Vice President, Rev. Howard Bock; 2nd Vice Pres- 
ident, Wilbur Rife; 3rd Vice President, Paul R. Trostle; 
Secretary, Loyola |. Keffer; and Treasurer, Nelson 
Topper, Sr. 

Projects during the first year included fixing up the 


playground on St. Mary’s field, erecting a Christmas 
scene in the Park, holding a Santa Claus party for the 
children and supplying ten eye examinations and seven 
pairs of glasses. 


During the next year seven pairs of glasses were 
supplied and one pair of frames. Ambulance transpor- 
tation was supplied for a patient to go to Mount Alto 
Sanitarium. The usual Christmas scene and party for 
the children. The club sponsored a talent show and 
gave cash prizes to the winners totalling $100 and an 
appearance on a Baltimore TV show sponsored by the 
National Brewing Co. with Bailey Goss as MC. 


In the next year, 1952-1953 our main projects were 
with sight conservation. 


While in the fiscal year 1953-1954 the Club organ- 
ized and sponsored five teams for Little League Base- 
ball. This project was subsequently turned over to 
the Conewago Recreation Association. 


A piano was donated to the Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Fire Company. Also a slide and three more swings 
for the playground. The Christmas scene and party 
have now become an annual affair. We sponsored 
a 25 act talent show with Chief Halftown as MC. 
First prize was an all expense trip to Philadelphia to 
compete on the Chief's TV show and cash prizes of 
$50. Sliding board was erected at Brushtown play- 
ground. The North St. playground was put in opera- 
tion by erecting swings, slide and baseball backstop. 
This is the third year we donated a football to Delone 
and we have decided to make it an annual affair. 
Arrangements were made to send a crippled girl to a 
hospital and rehabilitation center so she could be 
self supporting. One patient sent to Wills Eye Hos- 
pital. We have six teams now for the Little League. 
Land for a playground was leased from Mrs. Frank 
Burkee. Twenty-three pairs of eyeglasses were ar- 
ranged for this year. 

The foregoing gives an idea of the work which the 
club has done and from now on we will not list 
activities by year but take them as a unit. The winning 
Little League team was treated to a game at the 
Orioles’ stadium, grade school children were transport- 
ed to the State Police Rodeo, all baseball equipment 
donated to the Conewago Recreation Association, do- 
nation to the Adams County Free Library, two people 
to Wills Eye Hospital, two people to the Lancaster 
Cleft Palate Clinic, dental education in Conewago 
Twp. Schools, American Flag for the Scouts, Al Ross 
Talent Show, Homemaker’s Show, ice skating rink, 
sent 30 pairs of used eyeglasses to India, girl’s soft 
ball, donated Christmas scene to Edge Grove and re- 
placed the one in the Park with a very beautiful set 
of figures, and donation to grade school football 

The club’s most ambitious year was 1955-56. Un- 
der the presidency of Lewis J. Klunk and the chairman- 
ship of Theron J. Neiderer an ambulance was bought 
and paid for and donated to the community after the 
Fire Company accepted the responsibility of manning 
it and having it on 24 hour call to residents of Mc- 
Sherrystown and Conewago Twp. All the members 
of the club at this time did yoeman service and deserve 
the unqualified gratitude of the community. These 
are truly civic minded men who wish their community 
a better place in which to live, not only for themselves 
but for their neighbors. 


THE McSHERRYSTOWN 
FISH AND GAME PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION 





— 


The McSherrystown Fish and Game Protective Asso- 


ciation was organized in 1946. Philip Wagaman of | 
Mt. Rock called for men to meet at the K. of C. Home | 
to discuss the scarcity of our wildlife and to take steps © 


to amend it. 


An election was held and officers chosen during the 
first meeting were: President, Philip Wagaman, Mt. 


Rock; Vice President, Sebastian Weaver, McSherrys- | 
town; Financial Secretary, John H. Leonard, Jr., Mc- — 


Sherrystown; Treasurer, Paul Topper, McSherrystown. 


Meetings were held on a regular basis at the K. of — 


C. Home, the McSherrystown Fire Hall, and in the 
school hall. 


In 1947, two dams were built in the south branch 
of the Conewago Creek. One on “Lody” Klunks farm | 
and the second one on the Conewago Chapel ground, | 


below the Mt. Rock bridge. Also during this year the 


Adams County Federation of Sportsmen Clubs was — 


organized and continues to exist. It is affiliated with 


the Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen Clubs, with | 


894 clubs representing 67 counties. 


In 1947, this organization “fathered” the organiza- | 
tion of the Co-operative Farm Game Project 107. This | 
consists of 65 farms open to the public for law abiding | 
sportsmen. The hunters must register with the Asso- | 


ciation. 


March 27, 1951, a motion was passed to purchase _ 
19 acres of land from Charles Shrader in Oxford | 


Township, for the sum of $1,000. 


October 31, 1951 the first meeting was held in 

The club received its charter © 
from the Honorable Judge W. C. Sheely, on the 16th | 
day of May, 1946. The club was incorporated as a> 


the new club house. 


non-profit making organization May, 1949. 


A new addition was built in February, 1954. This 
added an extra space of 24 by 60 feet, to the club- | 


house, for the sum of $2,000. 
The McSherrystown Fish and Game Association 


sponsor two boys each year, at a cost of $51.00 each, | 


to attend a two weeks course in Junior Conservation. 


Twenty boys have been sent to date, to study such 
subjects as: survival, sanitary water, boating, soil, | 


agriculture, archery, wildlife research, forests and 


waters, forestry, game and fish commission, bureau — 
of mines and chapel. The camp is located in Hunting- 


ton County, near Charter Oaks (12 miles from State 
College, Pennsylvania.) 


The association has raised more than 2,000 phea- — 
sants, under the Pennsylvania Game Commission’s | 


day-old chick program and bought or trapped 1,500 
rabbits, which were all released on open ground for 
hunting by the general public. 


More than 150 of our young people have trained in — 


Hunters’ Safety Programs by the National Rifle Asso- 
ciation, and every year the club holds a pig roast, to 


honor all the farmers who cooperate in the Farm | 


Game Project 107. 
In December, 1960, 5,664 acres were purchased 


for the purpose of developing a one acre lake which — 
has ben completed and is stocked at present. This | 
project cost the club $6,600 and is free and clear of | 


debt. 


Present officers are: President, Guy Bange, Hanover; — 
Vice President, John Kaiser, New Oxford; Secretary, — 
Edward F. Fuhrman, Jr., McSherrystown; Financial | 
Secretary, Lester Brady, New Oxford and Treasurer, | 


John H. Leonard, Jr., Hanover. 


















BASEBALL 


Baseball was introduced in McSherrystown during 
the early 1890's. Most vacant lots, of which there were 
many at that time, were used by the local boys on 
which to display their talents and obtain many hours 
of recreation. One area used frequently, was known 
as “The Improvement Ground” where the Conewago 
Dairy is now situated. Others were: the lot where the 
McSherrystown Moose now stands; the F. X. Smith & 
Son cigar factory lot on North Street. 

The first official field, including a grandstand, 
bleachers and a fence was developed in the year 1901, 
on the property to the rear of the Francis Yake, Sr. 
property. An extra good hitter was capable of getting 
a homerun by hitting the ball into the local stone 
quarry. This property was on the north corner of 
Oxford Road and Ridge Avenue. 





The home team was under the management of Mr. 
Charles F. Smith, known as “Mr. Baseball” in Mc- 
Sherrystown. The team was composed of the above 
players: First Row, L. to R., Robert McKinney, Guy 
Newcomer (Hanover), John ‘Kid’ Smith (Dallastown), 





BASEBALL 





William Vinson (N. J.); Second Row: Charles Larcher 
(Lancaster), Chester Shields (York County), Hy Yerks, 
Paul Smith, Paul Weaver (Conewago); Top Row: Grover 
McKinney, Fred Keffer, Charles Smith, Burton “Tug” 
Martin (Conewago). 





In 1914 St. Mary’s Parish purchased land immed- 
iately outside of the borough limits and a new diamond 
was established. A grandstand and bleachers were 
built to accommodate 500 people. 


The manager was Joseph Brady and the team con- 
sisted of: Billy Sherdel, Bully Storm, Father Bryan 
Weaver, Elmer Lawrence, Pete Groft, Gaxey Eline, 
C. Strasbaugh, “Nig” Bunty, Edgar Bolin, Cirt Smith, 
Bill Small, C. Noel, Bonger Small. They played such 
teams as the American Chain Co., of York, Harrisburg 
Colored Giants, Hanover Raiders of the Blue Ridge 
League, Penn Park, York; Y.M.C.A., York; Manchester, 
Maryland; Gettysburg, Penna.; Cuban Giants; Eliza- 
bethtown College; Cuban Ex-Giants; Baltimore Colored 
Giants; Hanover, Lancaster, and other teams from 
all parts of the state. These teams represented the 
finest semi-pro players of this era. 


As we were the only community in the state that 
played Sunday baseball we drew large crowds of fans 


from many towns and cities in the east. It was not 
unusual for us to count as high as one hundred cars 
parked around the large field. 


“Mighty Wee Willie” Sherdel 


Wee Willie was paid a quarter to pitch a ball game; 
Willie was playing for Midway at the time. Midway 
was to journey to New Oxford for a return game. 
In those days, trucks and automobiles were not used. 
So the team journeyed to New Oxford by way of a 
two horse dray. The players were each charged a 
quarter to accompany the “gang” and to defray ex- 
penses. That day “Bill” pitched another shutout, and 
allowed a few scratch hits. After that Wee Willie re- 
fused to pay to play, and from then on the ‘Kid” was 
paid to play. 








| 


Sunday, September 12, 1920; Storm’s masterful 
pitching and timely hitting were chief factors in de- 
feating the members of the former Hanover Blue Ridge 
team, who played a post-season game with McSherrys- 
town, after closing the season on Saturday. 


After this Sherdel left to start his professional 
baseball career. Storm was signed to pitch for the 
Hanover team of the Blue Ridge League, thus starting 
his professional career. 


Pete Groft left to start his professional career with 
the Terre Haute team of the Three Eye League. 


In 1924 the Adams County League was formed and 
St. Mary’s became a member, represented by the 
following team: 


Standing, L. to R.: Rev. Leo Kerchner, Bill Small, Pinkey Devine, Joe Smith, “Booty” Hemler, Bess Groft, Rev. Pius 
Poist, Ray Hemler, Edgar Bolin, Henry Noel, Paul “Spreck” Smith (Coach); Kneeling: Stephen Smith, Mascot, Bonger 
Small, Bob Strausbaugh, Charles Small, Buzz McKim, Curtis Smith, John Weaver, Mascot. This team won the pennant 
in the years 1924, ‘25 and ‘26 under the coaching and managing of Mr. Paul Smith. 








During the following years due to the depression 
the big baseball team was disbanded. In 1930 Francis 
Weaver formed a junior team with the help of the 
older players and under the guidance of Mr. Paul 
Smith composed of the following young boys: Joe 
Keffer, Karl Smith, Dick Weaver, Francis Keffer, Steve 
Smith, Robert Staub, Pink Devine, Nell Wolfe, Joe 
McKim, Piney Groft, G. Keffer, Ralph Keffer, Ben 
Lawrence, William Mummert, John Weaver and Ted 
Smith. 


This team was outstanding against competition from 
Manchester, Littlestown, York, Columbia, Lancaster, 
Centennial, New Oxford, Midway, Silver Run and 
Reese, Md. 


In 1932 the American Legion Post of Hanover formed 
a league of young players all under the age of 16 
years. McSherrystown’s team was entered and won 
the league title thereby receiving the honor to repre- 
sent Hanover Post in the state playoffs. They lost to 
York due to the efforts of Ken Raffensberger, who 


later joined the major leagues and pitched for Cincin- 
nati and the Phillies. 


During the early thirties the local Fire Company 
sponsored a team which played in the Adams and later 
York County Leagues. One of these teams is shown 
below. It was managed and coached by Willie Sherdel, 
after his return from an outstanding career with the 
St. Louis Cardinals. It was during this period also when 
Henry N. Noel, Sr. was instrumental in putting out 
some excellent teams. Following are the boys who 
represented this team, most of these players con- 
tinued playing for McSherrystown until Uncle Sam 
called in 1941. 

After World War II baseball interest started to fade 
in favor of other forms of entertainment. It was 
eventually eliminated completely for several years, 
until about 1961 when Dan Greenholt, Flavian Smith 
and others decided McSherrystown should be repre- 
sented in baseball again. For the past two years 
they have been developing a team which is proving 
interesting and dangerous to competition. 





L. to R. Front Row: “Wee Willie” Sherdel, Hen Noel, Jr. (Mascot), Bernard Staub, Raymond Wagaman, Clyde Spies, 
Leon Smith, Robert Colgan, William Sherdel, Jr., Johnny Trimmer, Earl J. Topper, John H. Noel, Bernard Staub, Clair 
Groft, Donald Price, Donald Little, Burnell Wolfe and Francis Groft. Edgar Keffer was absent for the picture. 


She St Louis CARDINALS 


bm Ven nanc Winners Om 


1926, > 


Johnson, Alexander, Rhem, Haines, Sherdel, Sothoron, H.Bell. Hallihan, Clough, Keen, Reinhart, 
Flowers, L.Bell, Blades. Killifer, Hornsby, Williams, Bottomley, Toporcer, 
Hafey, Vick, Holm, Southworth, O'Farrell, Thevenow, Warwick. Douthit. 


COPYRIGHT 1926 AW.SANDERS 





BASKETBALL 


The history of basketball in McSherrystown goes 
back only to 1912. At that time a young assistant 
priest took up his duties at St. Mary’s Church. He was 
Father Patrick F. McGee. He, with another assistant, 
Father Mcintyre, aproached their pastor and asked 
permission to organize a basketball team. Father 
Reudter did not approve of this, due to a large chan- 
delier in the school hall where the games would be 
played, and he did not wish its removal. 

Then it happened! During a visit by a close friend, 
Father Brown, the subject of the chandelier was dis- 
cussed and resulted in the removal of the said light. 
A few weeks later a new lighting system was installed 
and in the fall of 1913 a basketball team was organ- 
ized, a picture of this first team and their names 
follow at the top of the next page. 

Unfortunately when this picture was taken, Father 
McGee who was responsible for introducing basketball 
to McSherrystown, had left town to serve as Chaplain 
in the United States Army. Twenty-five years later 
this same priest returned to McSherrystown as a 
pastor. His interest and knowledge of sports continues 
to this day. 

Basketball continued at a slower pace after Uncle 
Sam called many of the boys for W.W. 1. It wasn’t 
until 1923-24 that McSherrystown was again able to 
come up with a team that was capable of competing 
with the best semi-pro teams of this era. This team 
consisted of those shown on the second picture. 

Basketball continued to bloom throughout the twen- 
ties with McSherrystown playing against the best in 
the area and many foreign teams that were passing 
through the area as professionals. One of the teams 
McSherrystown competed against for several years 


was the “Olson Swedes” who were credited with 
introducing the back hand pass to basketball. 


During most of the thirties independent basketball 
in McSherrystown continued to flower through the 
guidance of Robert Wierman. The McSherrystown 
teams not only represented the K. of C., but Little’s 
Dairy of Hanover as well. Some of the local! players 
assisted the Spring Grove Papermakers, then repre- 
sented by Glatfelters Paper Mill. There were many 
leagues in operation, thus it was not unusual for some 


of the McSherrystown boys to be scheduled to play 


as many as seven to ten games per week. Basketball 
was at its best, when W.W. II was declared. 


In the late thirties and early forties the girls of 
McSherrystown participated in basketball with an 
independent team. The duration was short due to the 
“call to the Armed Forces.” 

After W.W. II, basketball in McSherrystown never 
regained the momentum experienced before the War. 
Today, the only independent teams observed are those 
participating in the annual K. of C. tournament, when 
the best of the surrounding area compete for trophies. 


For fifty years or more, from the time basketball 
was introduced up to the present, there is one man 
who has always taken an active interest in this game; 
as a player and coach, forever ready to help anyone 
interested in the game, from grade school level, 
through high school, to independent ball. When a key 
man was needed for inspiration and guidance, he was 
always willing and capable of producing the something 
extra that gave McSherrystown many _ outstanding 
basketball athletes. He is known to everyone; Robert 
“Bob” Wierman. 
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Left to Right, Front Row: Albert Storm, Leo Storm, Augustus Miller, Robert Wierman, Charles Brady; Second Row: 
Charles Noel, John Roth, Mgr., Father McIntyee and Marshall Smith. Team of 1913-14. 
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Left to Right Seated: Joe Smith, Ray Hemler, Warren Hemler; Back Row: Francis (Pink) Devine, Father Kirchner, 
Robert Keffer, Jules (Chick) Lawrence, Raymond Beltz (Coach), and Tone Beltz. 
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L. to R., Seated: Clair Groft, Ray Hemler, Pink Devine, Chick Lawrence, Joe Smith; Back Row: John 
Keffer, Tom Devine, Chauncy Smith and Charles Small. 
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This picture was taken about 1937. This team represented the K. of C., as well as Little’s Dairy. L. to R., Seated: 


Raymond Wagaman, Edgar Keffer, Earl Topper, Edward Topper, Victor Smith; Back Row: Robert Wierman (Coach), 
Francis Keffer, Robert Colgan, Robert Klunk, Mgr., and Mr. Richard Little, Owner. 








L. to R., Standing: Mary McKim, Jean Leonard, Ruby Kane, Helena (Flim) Conrad, Julia Gebhart, Loretta (Dood) 
Conrad. The coach was Edward Topper. 


GRADE SCHOOL FOOTBALL 


Grade school football for seventh and eighth grade 
boys was initiated by William (Pacer) Krepps in 1955. 


At its inception there was no equipment available. 
The only two things present were the desires of kids 
to play football and someone to help them. During 
the first year, there could be no body contact, and 
practice consisted of body conditioning and running 
through plays. 


The first year, four games were played with uni- 
forms that were borrowed from the freshman team. 
The team won three and lost the final game to a big, 
strong Littlestown Junior High team that had been in 
existence for five years. 


As time progressed, and the population in Cone- 
wago Township and McSherrystown increased, more 
boys clamored for the chance to play. Thus, the fifth 
and sixth grades were taken into the fold under their 
own separate league. 

A meeting was held with representatives of other 
parishes who were interested in having a team and 
forming a league. From this meeting resulted a league 
of six teams with approximately 200 boys participating. 
thus preparing them early for a high school and pos- 
sibly a college career. 

There are now nearly 70 boys in the area that are 
completely outfitted with the best equipment money 
can buy. 

Expenditures to date for equipment has amounted 
to approximately $5,000, which has been raised 
through various projects. 


It has been estimated that over 8,000 hours of free 
time has been extended by managers and coaches 
on the boys’ behalf, during the period of 1955 to 1963. 

The fifth and sixth grades have been supervised by 
Cyril (Moe) Noel and Clyde Sterner, who have spent 
three seasons coaching and developing the boys. They 
too, have given their time freely and cheerfully for 
improvment of the younger generation. 

The following is a list of the men who are mainly 
responsible for the success of this league up to date. 
There is no better time to give recognition to William 
(Pacer) Krepps for the initiative and determination 
extended during this eight-year period, for without 
it, the league would not have attained the success it 
has enjoyed: Earl Staub (now deceased), Paul Reese 
(with league since its inception); Allen Livelsberger, 
Joe, Thoman, and Phil Staub. 

Unquestionably, the town is deeply indebted to the 
above mentioned men, for the many hours of free 
time that they have extended, to assure our boys a 
successful outlook on life, a program of physical fit- 
ness, competitive spirit, and a proper mental attitude 
from which they will benefit for the rest of their lives. 


FOOTBALL 

In the early days there were many “pick-up teams” 
but a high school team was not organized until 1929. 
This team carried the name of St. Mary’s High School 
but was not officially recognized. The coach was 
Francis X. Weaver, lovingly known as “Flop,” by his 
friends. 

With the term beginning 1930 the school’s name 
was changed to Central Catholic High School and 
Warren (Booty) Hemler was coach. In 1931 another. 


team was coached by Paul (Humpty) McKinney. The 
team was still unofficial and very few knew where 
the equipment came from. It was probably donated 
or begged from other teams in the area because no 
one had a complete uniform, many played in tennis 
shoes. Some fellows nailed bottle caps to a pair of 
old shoes in lieu of cleats. 


In the spring of 1932 a group of students decided to 
hold card parties in order to obtain funds to buy 
proper equipment. These parties were to be held 
in the home of the students; this proved popular at 
the time. The leaders of this project were Theresa 
Topper (Mrs. L. |. Keffer) and Gerald Krepps (Dr. G. W. 
Krepps). 


The first party was held at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl G. Krepps and was so successful that a 
second party was immediately announced to be held 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. B. P. Topper. 


Rev. Dr. Reudter was so amazed at the backing the 
community was giving to this project that he an- 
nounced that he would sponsor the team under the 
name of Central Catholic High School. He supplied all 
the equipment except shoes; Sears-Roebuck did a land- 
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office business that year in football shoes! 


This first official team was coached by Fr. Charles. 
Allen (now Msgr. Allen of Lancaster). Earl Topper, 
and Gerald Krepps contacted all high schools in the. 
area and arranged seven games on a home and away. 
basis. They managed the team and had seven games, 
and seven wins. 

In 1933 Fr. Thomas Kane was stationed here and Fr. 
Reudter gave him the job of coaching. After getting all 
the fellows together he made the announcement that 
Gerald Krepps would have to give up the managership 
and become a player, because he was too big and. 
heavy to sit behind a typewriter. He distinguished him-_ 
self at left tackle and went on the next year to play) 
with the freshman team at Mt. St. Mary’s College. F. X. | 
Rice was appointed in his place and he and Earl Topper 
lined up eight games for this next season. They won. 
seven and tied one. 


Next year, 1934, Fr. Kane coached a successful team 
and he was followed by Paul (Peck) Piersol of Han- 
over, in 1935. From here on the team’s record is | 
known and recorded. The team at Delone Catholic | 
High is the continuation of these early events, and is 
now known as the Delone Catholic High “Squires.” 












This picture was taken about 1933. Front Row, L. to R.: P. Weaver, D. Becker, F. Keffer, J. Noel, G. Keffer, T. Keffer, — 
R. Weaver, L. Belz, R. Colgan; Second Row: A. Topper, D. Colgan, W. Weaver, F. Reed, E. Keffer, H. Staub, R. Mc- — 
Master, J. Keffer; Third Row: J. Eckenrode, T. Neiderer, R. Staub, V. Smith, F. Hagerman, D. Lawrence, R. Wagaman, 
G. Krepps; Fourth Row: E. Topper, Fr. T. Kane, F. X. Rice. 











LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL 


This league was introduced by the Conewago Lions 
Club in 1951, and was sponsored by them for two 
years. 


In order to keep Little League Baseball in McSherrys- 
town and Conewago Township, the Conewago Recrea- 
tion Association was formed in 1953. It consisted of 
four teams, representing Little League and four teams 
comprising a Pony League. 


In 1955 the Pony League was discontinued due to 
an Insufficient number of candidates. The Little League 
was enlarged to six teams. 





In 1957 the Pee Wee League was formed, consisting 
of four teams, thus, combined with Little League play- 
ers, there were ten teams in operation. The ages of 
the Pee Wee class were eight and nine; ages of the 
Little League players were ten, eleven, and twelve. 
This age bracket for both Leagues continues in effect 
today. 


When the association was formed there were ap- 
proximately forty boys participating. At present there 
are one hundred and fifty. 
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In 1961 a County Little League tournament was 
started. Thus, each year an All Star Team is selected 
to participate in the tournament representing Mc- 
Sherrystown and Conewago Township. This team 
competes with six other teams selected from the 
county. It is planned for this to be a yearly event. 


Funds are obtained from local business places and 
citizens to finance the necessary equipment, so all 
boys are completely and properly equipped. Some of 
the business establishments sponsor individual teams. 


Through the years many men and high school boys 
have contributed their time freely, so these boys may 
be properly trained and guided. 





PROMINENT CITIZENS WHO PASSED ON 
TO THEIR REWARD DURING 1963 


PASTOR REED OF LUTHERAN CHURCH DIES 


The Rev. J. Earl Reed, 62, pastor of St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church, McSherrystown, for the past 14 
months, died in February, 1963. 


Pastor Reed was born in Oberlin, near Harrisburg, 
November 30, 1900, a son of the late John C. and 
Elizabeth Horst Reed. He was the husband of Helen 
Doak Reed, to whom he was married in 1930. 


He was a graduate of the Swartz Township Schools, 
near Harrisburg. He was graduated from Gettysburg 
Academy and Gettysburg Theological Seminary in 
1929. 


Surviving besides his wife, 416 Main Street, Mc- 
Sherrystown, are three children: Mrs. Earlyn Martz, 
Lexington, Kentucky; Jon A. Reed, Philadelphia, and 
Earl Robert Reed, at home, and four grandchildren. 

Rev. Howard W. Bock and Rev. Walter D. Guss also 
died the same month. 


PETER F. SMITH, CIGAR FIRM HEAD, DIES, AGE 81 


Peter Flanagan Smith, 81, of 359 Main Street, Mc- 
Sherrystown, died in February, 1963. 


Mr. Smith was president of F. X. Smith Sons Co., 
a cigar manufacturing firm that is marking its centen- 
nial this year. 


Surviving are three children, Joseph F. Smith, 358 
Main Street, and Mrs. Warren Hemler, 325 Main Street, 
McSherrystown; and Mrs. Angela Attlesberger, Green- 
ville, S.C.; nine grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; 
a brother and a sister, Paul A. Smith, Fourth Street, 
McSherrystown, and Mrs. Violet Rice, 367 Main Street, 
McSherrystown. 


ROBERT E. HART, INJURED IN FALL, DIES 


Robert Edward Hart, 86, of 232 Main Street, Mc- 
Sherrystown, died in February, 1963 from injuries 
received from a fall on ice. 


Mr. Hart was associated with C. J. Delone, Hanover 
attorney, since 1914. After the latter’s death in 1940 
Mr. Hart was executive to the Delone estate. He had 
been co-executor of Mr. Delone’s widow’s estate 
since her death in 1962. He operated the Robert E. 
Hart Insurance Agency for 50 years. 


Mr. Hart was secretary of the McSherrystown Fra- 
ternal Order of Eagles for many years and was a 
charter member of the McSherrystown Knights of 
Columbus. He had served as director of a number 
of local dramatic and musical presentations. He was 
a member of Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Church, and the Holy Name Society. Surviving are 
several cousins. 





The Firehouse Ten 
Sponsored by the “Avenue Beauty Salon” 
Front Row, L. to R.: Robert Gouker, Henry C. Noel, Jr., 
Charles Hartlaub, Jake Hagerman, Pork Smith; Back 
Row: James Goft, Robert Krumrine, Leroy Moore, Bern- 
ard Smith. 


BROTHERS OF 





The Broken Razors 
Kneeling, L. to R.: Richard Seymore, Tuck Neidererr and 
Dan Greenholt; Standing: Frank Henry, Dennis Eltz, 
Joe Hartlaub, Jr., George Zimmer, A. Lloyd Klunk, Don 
Conrad, Fritz Gebhart, Harold Greenholt. 12th member 
missing was Pete Seitz. 


THE BRUSH 


Henry Noel, Jr. 





Front Row, L. to R.: Rich Livelsberger, William Livels- 
berger, Raymond Sanders, Stephen Noel, Ray Livels- 
berger; Back Row: Wm. Masemer, Geo. D. Livelsberger, 
F. Joseph Sneeringer, Harold Smith. 


Chapter #7 — McVille Smoke Eaters 
Front Row: Geo. M. Klunk, Bernard C. Brady, Chas. R. 
Long, Walter Zimmer; Second Row: Herbert Hemler, — 
Thomas Storm, Kenneth Klunk, Cyril Klunk. 





Front Row, L. to R.: Miss Judy Billman, Mrs. Burnell Front Row, L. to R.: Mrs. Richard Cratin, Mrs. James 


|| Billman, Mrs. Lawrence Bolin, Mrs. Burnell Wagner, Rebert, Miss Donna Krepps, Mrs. Francis Warner; Back 
| Miss Pauline Groft; Back Row: Miss Kathleen Keffer, — Row: Mrs. Ervin Keefer, Miss Eileen Topper, Mrs. Rod- 
.| Miss Carolyn Wagner, Mrs. David Baker, Mrs. Ralph ney McSherry, Mrs. Kenneth Lapham, Mrs. Bernard 
| Storm. Brady. 


BELLES 











Front Row, L. to R.: Miss Linda Baublitz, Miss Catherine Front Row, L. to R.: Mrs. Melvin Bell, Mrs. Lawrence 
Brady, Miss Becky Wagner, Miss Barbara Krichten; Reth, Mrs. William Freeman; Back Row: Mrs. Ira Brown, 
Back Row: Miss Deborah Hockensmith, Miss Patricia Mrs. F. Joseph Sneeringer, Mrs, George Deatrick, Mrs. 
Small, Mrs. Harold Smith, Miss Doris Smith, Mrs, Don- Richard Smith, Miss Inez Ackerman. 


ald Krepps. 












The Lewis J. Klunk’s The Alfred Staub’s and The Gene Smith’s | 
Mike, Mrs. L. J., Margaret, Patricia and L. J. L. to R.: Mr. & Mrs. Staub, Brian and JoAnn; Mr. & Mrs. 
Smith, Vincent and Tony. 


MORE BELLES AND FAMILIES 


Front Row, L. to R.: Miss Pamela Noel, Miss Annette . . . And here they all are! 
Brown, Miss Catherine Brady, Miss Becky Wagner; 

Back Row: Miss Kathleen Keffer, Miss Linda Baublitz, 

Miss Deborah Hockensmith, Miss Carolyn Wagner, Miss 

Donna Krepps. 
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George Eckenrode and Family — All set! 
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A Day at Devil’s Den — The Noel Family and Friends 
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Hanover Square 1893 — Hanover & McSherrystown Street Railway 

















G. A. R. members — 1915 — This group is standing in front of the statue of Gen. Kirkpatrick on Center Square, Han- 
over. Identified are several of the men, left to right, front row: holding Flag, Adam McKinney, Mr. Rennet, unknown, 
James Lawrence, unknown, Silas Beard, Ephiram Wilt; second row: first five men unknown, Lewis Overbaugh, next 
six men unknown, George Gordon, John McKinney; top row, M. O. Smith, next four unknown, Joseph G. McKinney, 
last two unknown. Drummer boy is Joseph Martin and to his right is William Smeak, Town Officer. Also shown but 
not identified as to position are: William Wolf, Lewis Small, David Small, Adam Becker and William Overbaugh. 





Front Row L. to R.: Mary Wolf (Ackerman), Joseph Lilly, unknown, Harry Leonard, —-— McSherry, Charles Over- 
baugh, Mr. Adams (Sexton), Tillie Adams; Left, Fr. James Pye Neal; Back Row: Robert Hart, ——— Millen, Charles 
Weaver (Brother of Sebastian), Curtis Rice, Paul Smith, Harry Hombach. 





Between 1880 and 1890 








St. Mary’s School — Eighth Grade Commercial Class — 1913. Standing left of rail: Raymond Belz; Boys First row: 
Lawrence Buntz, Raymond Noel, Brian McCann; Boys Second Row: Clarence Overbaugh,Leo Kritchen, Brian Weaver, 
Robert Kritchen; Girls First Row: Neomi Ackerman, Bernadette Kritchen, Evelyn Weaver; Second Row: Kathleen Weav- 
er, Marie Overbaugh, Golda Yake; Third Row: Bernadine Poist, Genevive Staub, Frances Collins. 
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High School — 1908 Public School, McSherrystown — 1908 
Bernadina Corrigan, Principal Cor. South & Fourth Sts. 
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Peter F. Smith, Son of F. X. Smith 
Grandson of J. J. Smith 





Mr. Bert Hamme and Mrs. John Culp — 1900 Stella Poist Keffer — left, with two friends 





L. to R.: Francis Keffer, Hugh Colgan, Hugh Topper, Jr., 
Richard Klunk. 








A Day at Gettysburg Battlefield — 1917 


Ruggles’ Truck — Edward Noel, Drayman 





Third from Left, John B. Klunk Two Men Left, Felix J. & John B. Klunk 
Far Right, Felix J. Klunk Seated Left, Katie Staub 





Top: Miss Staub (sister of Marcellus), Left center: Mary 
Klunk (daughter of Lewis K.), Mary Klunk Funk (daugh- 
ter of John K.); Lower: Miss Storm. 





Boys Skating at Quarry — “x” marks Richard Klunk “Casey Club” 





Seated, L. to R.: Stella Keefer, Helen Colgan, Cora Over- 
baugh; Standing: Camille Bunty, Edgar Neidererr, J. 
Burton McKinney, Robert Hart, Rose Colgan, Clarence 
C. Klunk. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Pius Wagaman and daughters Marguerite 


Front, L. to R.: Mrs. Violet Rice, Rev. Fr. Cowardin (last 
Jesuit here), Mamie Poist, Mrs. John Poist; Back Row: and Gladys, Misses Norine Bunty, Mary & Lydia Berger. 


Touring the Battlefield in the Maxwell, 1914. 


Visitors from Boston. 





Bob Hart & Charles Smith 


Main St. — “The Antique Sled of Today” 








Topper Cigar Factory 


Culp’s Store 


1895 


George Hensel & Jim Cratin 





Bill’s Gulf Service Station Doc Klunk’s Hardware & Appliance Center 





Danceland 





Lincoln Restaurant Cratin’s Store 


BI-CENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEES 


Lewis J. Klunk, general chairman of the McSherrys- 
town bicentennial committee, has announced his com- 
mittees in charge of planning the celebration in that 
community Aug. 4 to 10. 


The Executive Committee includes Dr. Gerald Krepps 
and Gene Redding, Headquarters chairmen; Stanley 
Mummert, treasurer; Lewis Klunk, active general chair- 
man, and Modge Groft, secretary. 


Bicentennial corporation executives are Klunk, pres- 
ident; Redding, vice president; Mummert, treasurer, 
and Madge Groft, secretary. 


The Steering Committee includes Redding, Klunk, Dr. 
Krepps, Earl J. Topper, Donald Krepps, A. Jeannette 
Wagner and Doris N. Smith. 


Nelson Topper heads the Insurance committee, 
Eugene Murren the Fireworks committee, Harry Walter 
and David Baker the Operating Capital committee and 
the Ladies Auxiliary of the McSherrystown Fire Co. the 
Decorations committee. 


The Revenue Division, headed by Victor Reynolds, 
has these committees and members: Historical Pro- 
gram, Irl A. Smith, Dean Selby, Francis Yantis, Leo 
Livelsberger, Gene Redding, Stanley Mummert, Law- 
rence Reth, Anna Wagner, Burnell Bevenour, James 
Wireman, Jeanette Devine, Doris Smith, Theron Neid- 
erer and Madge Groft; Concessions, Paul Krepps, chair- 
man, Bernard Brady, Daniel Greenholt, Joseph Thoman, 
Lawrence Leonard and Curvin Smith; Novelties, Jo Ann 
Neiderer, chairman, Janet Groft and Mrs. Francis 
Smith; Celebration Ball, Henry Reese, chairman. 


Doris N. Smith and Burnell Billman are chairmen 
of the Participation Division. Committees in this divi- 
sion include: Brothers of the Brush, Edward Topper, 
chairman, Harper Bair, Richard Conrad, Dayne Rumsey, 
Daniel Greenholt and Jerry Sneeringer; Men’s Hats 
and Ties, Paul Kahler, chairman, Ernest Strausbaugh, 
James Groft, Richard Wierman, John Spangler and Nel- 
son Topper, Jr.; Promenade and Caravan, Kenneth 
Lapham, chairman, Lawrence Long, Francis Hagerman, 
Elwood McKonley, Melvin Bell and William Bell; 
“Kangaroo Court,” Adrian Yantis, chairman, Clifford 
Neiderer, Charles Hartlaub, Clarence Ackerman, Cyril 
Ackerman and Joseph Hagerman; Celebration Belles, 
Inez Ackerman chairman, Romaine Miller, Pauline Ack- 
erman, Mae A. Bell, Charmaine Bell and Margaret 
Groft; Ladies’ Sunbonnets and Dresses, Josephine T. 
McSherry, chairman, Alma Fritz, Anna C. Smith, Fran- 
ces Billman, Donna M. Smith, Kathleen Keffer and 
Carolyn Wagner. 


Dr. Gerald Krepps holds the chairmanship of the 
Spectacle Ticket Division with the following commit- 
tees: Ticket, Jack Krepps, chairman, Irl Smith, Madge 
Groft, Ira Brown, Frank Krepps, Rose Lawrence and 
Loretta Lawrence; Patrons Tickets, Monica Long, chair- 
man, Peggy Smith, Dolores Laugerman, Pat Conrad, 


Mrs. Gerard Lawrence, Mrs. Richard Conrad, Margie 
Staub, Loretta Folmer, Patricia Brady, Mary Ann Brown, 
Jean Arigo, Harry Von Sas, Ronald Asper, Joseph F. 
Smith, Augustus Miller, Urban Rider, Mary Gross, Don- 
ald Noel, Frank Smith, Joe Lawrence, Susan Noel and 
Kathleen Noel; Cashiers and Gates, Joseph F. Smith, 
chairman, B. |. Noel, Gary Hoffman, Phil Smith, Lloyd 
Lindsay, Mark Stock, Thomas Smith, Michael Smith, 
Hugh Hoffman, Thomas Lehman, Patrick Yeager, Ray- 
mond Staub, Roger Sanders, Jr., Jan Livelsberger and 
Joseph Overbaugh; Audience Area committee, William 
Sunbury, chairman. 


The Spectacle Division is headed by Earl J. Topper 
with these committee; Scenario and Title, Henry N. 
Noel, Sr. and Sue Hamm, co-chairmen, Arthur Wolfe, 
Irl Smith, Melvin Glass, Richard Klunk and Francis 
Weaver; Properties, George Shrader, chairman, Burnell 
Luckenbaugh, Kenneth Bevenour and Irene Shrader; 
Grounds, Ray Little, chairman, Henry Noel, Jr., Bernard 
Horwedel, Paul Lawrence and Edward Groft; Cast com- 
mittee, Charlotte Hagerman and John Mensinger, co- 
chairmen, Jo Ann Neiderer and Bernadine Storm; 
Construction, George Hockensmith, chairman, LeRoy 
Moore and Thomas Lawrence; Costume and Makeup, 
Ben Hufnagle and Ann M. Smith, chairmen, Anna J. 
Wagner, Ann Wierman, Linda Wierman, Elsie Neiderer, 
Darlene Baker, Mrs. Ben Hugnagle and Leo Livelsberg- 
er; Sound System, Harry Von Sas, chairman. 


F. Burnell Wagner and Donald J. Krepps are co- 
chairmen of the Publicity Division, with these commit- 
tees: Press, Lester Bowman and Kevin Greenholt; Radio 
and Television, Wagner and Krepps; Speakers, Ronald 
Hagerman; Distributive, Donna Krepps and Carolyn 
Wagner; Special Projects, Robert Snyder, chairman. 


The Hospitality Division, stationed at the Knights of 
Columbus home, Main Street, is headed by Richard 
Klunk, with these committees: Dignitaries and Guests, 
F. J. Sneeringer, chairman, Norma Sneeringer, Donald 
Noel, Sylvia Noel, Francis B. Yantis and B. |. Noel; 
Traffic and Safety, Bernard Brady, chairman, Donald 
Eckenrode, William Lawrence, Daniel Brady, Hugh 
Groft, Edgar Groft and Lawrence Long; Housing, Clyde 


Sterner, chairman; Pioneer Event, Harry Walter, chair- 


man, Jeanette Wagner, Louise Redding, Irl Smith and 
Dolores Walter; Hospitality Center, Thomas Livels- 
berger, chairman, Mary Livelsberger and John Folmer; 
Transportation, David Baker. 


Special Events Division is headed by Eugene Murren 
with LeRoy Moore as co-chairman. Committees are: 
Merchants Promotion, Robert L. Miller; Parades, Charles 
Long, chairman, James Noel, Leroy Moore, Henry N. 
Noel, Mannard Maesmer and Paul Krepps; Historical 
Windows, Sue Hamm, chairman, Joan Rineman, Helen 
Lawrence and Richard Lawrence; Music committee, 
Jean B. Noel, chairman, Bernard Noel, Guy Hoffman, 
Roger Sanders and Eugene Murren; Special Days, Mary 
Livelsberger, chairman. 











SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


AUGUST 4 — 10, 1963 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 4, RELIGIOUS DEDICATION DAY 
Bi-Centennial observance in all churches—theme “200 years of religious 
endeavor in McSherrystown”. 
At High School Stadium — Outdoor Pontifical High Mass at spectacle site. 
Bishop George L. Leech, celebrant. Time: 1:30 P.M. 
At St. Paul’s Lutheran Church — Homecoming of former Pastors and parishioners 
incorporated with services at 10:15 A.M. 
Old fashioned Ice Cream Social and Lawn Party. - 


MONDAY, AUGUST 5, YOUNG AMERICA’S DAY 


Baseball Game. 
Carnival at Firemen’s Grounds. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, TEENAGE DAY 


Swim contests and games. 

Street dancing at Delone parking lot. 

Pre-Spectacle — Queen Coronation Ceremony. Queen is formally crowned. 
Premiere performance of McSherrystown Story. 

Fire Works at Delone Athletic Field. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, HI-NEIGHBOR DAY 
Special Pilgrimage and Mass at the Basilica of the Sacred Heart. Msg. Bolen, 
celebrant. Msg. Hemler will deliver the sermon. 
Pre-spectacle — High School Band Concert. 
Second Performance of McSherrystown Story. 
Fire Works at Delone Athletic Field. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, CHILDREN’S DAY 
Children’s pets contest and bicycle decorating contest. 
Judging of Belles Costumes at spectacle site. 
Pre-spectacle — Instrumental Quartet composed of men from town. 
Third performance of McSherrystown Story. 
Fire Works at Delone Athletic Field. 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, CLUB AND ORGANIZATION DAY 
Cubs, Brownies, Boy and Girl Scouts, 4-H Club displays in Delone Cofeteria. 
Boy Scout encampment on football field. Indian War Dances. 
Pre-spectacle — Jolly Three. 
Fourth performance of McSherrystown Story. 
Fire Works at Delone Athletic Field. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, AMERICANISM DAY 
Time Capsule ceremony at 1:30 P.M. Bi-Centennial mementos are gathered, 
placed in a permanent container, which is appropriately marked, sealed and 
buried to be opened in 2013 for 250th anniversary celebration. 
Gigantic Parade at 3:00 P.M. 
Pre-spectacle — Earl Noel Orchestra. 
Final judging of the Brothers of the Brush. 
Final performance of the McSherrystown Story. 


SUSTAINING EVENTS THROUGHOUT CELEBATION WEEK 


Antique Window Displays 

Bi-Centennial posters will be displayed in store windows. 

Bi-Centennial Gayway amusement rides at Firemen’s Grounds. 

Registration at Hospitality Center at the K. of C. Home. 

Kangaroo Kourts. 

Antique Show—Town Antiques will be displayed from Monday till Saturday. 
TEENAGE BALL—Friday, August 2. 

BI-CENTENNIAL CORONATION BALL-—Saturday, August 3. 
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MecSherrystown 200 


Pennsylvania 1763-1963 





Proclamation <—& 


The year 1963 has been dedicated to celebrating 200 years of Mc- 
Sherrystown history, and 


The great city of McSherrystown has set aside the dates of Aug. 4-10 
of this year to celebrate this important milestone with Parades, Praise, 
and Pageantry, and 


The male citizens of this city are desirous of entering the spirit of this 
historic event by wearing hair on their face where heretofore it has not 
appeared to remind us of the customs of our male citizens in early days. 


That |, the Mayor of McSherrystown hereby proclaim that these public 
spirited citizens shall become members of the great fraternity known 
henceforth as 


Brothers of the Brush 


Members in good standing will agree to raise facial adornments in the 
form of mustaches, sideburns, goatees, full beards, or any combination 
thereof from this date forward until August 10, 1963. Members in good 
standing shall participate in such activities as directed to publicize our 
Great McSherrystown Bi-Centennial Celebration; by joining chapters 
of the “Brothers”, by participating in booster caravans and by wearing 
officia! derbies, top hats and-or similar old fashioned apparel before 
and during the actual celebration days. 


THIS PROCLAMATION issued in the McSherrystown Bi-Centennial Cele- 
bration spirit of good fun, and in recognition of the importance of 
visual support by all male citizenry of our coming glorious McSherrys- 
town Bi-Centennial Celebration. 


SIGNED: 


_—_——-~—~ _— 


Mayor of McSherrystown 
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McSHERRYSTOWN, PA. 


BI-CENTENNIAL PARADE 


$230 _In Parade Prizes-$2500 























SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 1963 


3:00 P.M. (DST) 
































PARADE PRIZES Ist 2nd 3rd 
Best Appearing Marching Unit with Music “nding Fire Co” 300.00 200.00 75.00 
Best Appearing Marching Unit without music (7 men or more) 75.00 50.00 
| Largest Marching Unit : : 75.00 
) Marching Unit coming aad Aistancalt in ela : ; 75.00 
20 mem or more 
) Best Appearing Drum Corps (Sr.) ee 950000 50:00 m7 5.00 
) Best Appearing Drum Corps (Jr.) ee ai ae 100,00 ae 50.00 
| Best Appearing Band (Sr.) Nee etree a We ee > LOO; 008 387500 
| Best Appearing Band (High School) Bree tes . 100.00 75.00 $ 50.00 
) Musical Organization coming longest distance in uniform 100.00 
Most Authentic Costume Group ‘t less tram) | ssw 15.00 
1 Most Authentic Individual Costume. . - + + +: : 5.00 
| Most Historical Group less tan) | |... we «S00 
| Most Historical Individual . . PEO SE er tee 5.00 
| Best Appearing Baton Twirling Gieopie OSs or nore oar . . 25.00 15.00 
) Antique Cars — Oldest 25.00 — Best Appearance 25. 00 
Longest Distance — 25.00 
} Most Historical Horse Drawn Vehicle ia ese tes 2.00 
; Best Appearing Horse Drawn venice cg ie teee ence S.O0 
MiBicycles — Antique . . - - + ee es + 10.00 5.00 
B Floats—Religious . ~- .© - + 2+ © © © © © + 100.00 50.00 
. Flistoricdlimbmees cools oe ee tok tae eae 100.00 50.00 
) Oldest Fire Fighting Apparatus. . - - + + + + = 10.00 


Oldest Fire Fighting Apparatus . 0. ee et 


| Best Appearing Fire Apparatus. + + + + +t 5.00 
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LEGEND OF THE BICENTENNIAL SEAL 


The McSherrystown Bicentennial Seal was designed 
and drawn specifiically for this celebration by Harry 
F. Walter. 


The entire Seal represents McSherrystown itself, 
while the large star within the outer circle signifies 
the home and the family. Each point of this star 
reaches out in the direction of our neighboring com- 
munities with whom we reside in complete harmony. 


The figures depicted within each point of the star 
signify the various activities which grow and progress 
through the efforts of the families of the community. 


The inner circle with the cross and flag represents 
service to God and country. The service to God is evi- 
dent in the community to the extent that it needs no 
elaboration. The Flag, which signifies service to coun- 
try is of unique design, in that there is but a single 
gold star upon the field of blue, with the number 28. 
This number is the total of those who gave their lives 
in the service of their country. 


The dates on the lower part of the circle are those 
of the years from the founding of the town, to the 
Present occasion, while the stars denote the six major 
conflicts through which McSherrystown has lived and 
grown. 


The ribbon in the circle with the words, “Progress 
through Effort” are self-explanatory. 
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